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Newcastle Startup Week is an annual 
five-day (and night) festival that 

takes place in multiple venues across 
Newcastle and Gateshead in May.

Each day has a different theme 
covering ‘Inspiration’, ‘Getting 
Started’, ‘Funding & Finance’, 

‘Scaleup’ and ‘Keep Going or Pivot?’
By bringing all the best help and 

advice in one place, research 
shows we’re inspiring, motivating, 

encouraging and supporting more 
people to start or grow their business 

in the North East.

Our 2017 and 2018 events both 
attracted more than 600 delegates 

from across the UK, Europe, USA and 
Asia and this year we’re on target to 

make our third event on May 13-17 
even bigger.

We hope you’ll join us for at least 
one event during the week and 
encourage any new or budding 

entrepreneurs you know to attend 
too.

Paul Lancaster
Founder & Event Producer

newcastlestartupweek.com
#NewcastleStartupWeek



51

Our five-day Newcastle Startup Week festival 
will officially begin with a celebration of local 
business success stories of the past, present and 
future at Robert Stephenson & Co’s beautifully 
refurbished Boiler Shop venue behind Central 
Station.

As the world’s first purpose-built locomotive 
factory, it’s the perfect venue to showcase the 
new entrepreneurial revolution taking place right 
now in our region with a mini-business expo, 
interactive workshops, live startup pitches, local 
food pop-ups & inspirational speakers from the 
North East & further afield including:

STEVEN BARTLETT
(CEO and co-founder, Social Chain)

Steven Bartlett is the 26-year-old CEO of Social 
Chain Group, Europe’s largest social media and 
digital publishing house consisting of two flagship 
companies – Social Chain and Media Chain. Social 
Chain Group is a multi-award-winning agency 
renowned for delivering groundbreaking social 
campaigns for some of the most exciting global 
brands including Apple, Amazon, Coca-Cola & 
Superdry.

Steven employs more than 200 staff in 
Manchester, London, New York and Berlin and 
was voted by Econsultancy as ‘The Most Influential 
Figure’ in the industry in 2018 & ‘Entrepreneur of the 
Year’ in 2017. If you want to be inspired, disruptive, 
break ‘the rules’ of marketing or understand 
the millennial mindset of your employees and 
customers, you NEED to hear this guy speak!

BRAD BURTON
Motivational speaker and best-selling author

The UK’s number one motivational speaker 
and best-selling author returns to open our 
show for the third year in a row after a 10/10 
performance last year! In our opinion, Brad 
has the heart of a lion and is the perfect man 
for getting your blood pumping and thinking 
differently about your life and your business.

(MONDAY MAY 13, 11AM-6PM)
@ THE BOILER SHOP, STEPHENSON QUARTER 

KEY SPEAKERS

DAY 1: INSPIRATION

OTHER SPEAKERS:
Ed Molyneux
(Founder and CEO, 
FreeAgent)

Joanna Feeley
(Founder and managing 
director, Trend Bible)

Andrew & Pete
(Content Marketing 
experts)

Bethany Ainsley
(Founder & CEO, Nouveau 
Group)

Dr Aria
(Behaviour Change 
Psychologist & creator of 
Focused Insight Training 
(F.I.T.)™)

Julia Austin
(Managing director, Tyne 
Bank Brewery)

Lizzy Hodcroft
(Founder, The Sweet Beet 
and co-founder, Myndr)

The daytime event will 
be followed by a special 
evening event with Sam 
Conniff Allende (author 
of global book sensation 
‘Be More Pirate’) at the 
North East Futures UTC 
from 7.30pm-9.30pm. 
Highlighting how the 
Golden Age pirates 
were the innovators and 
disruptors of their time, 
Sam will encourage you 
to become a professional 
rule-breaking pirate, 
challenge the 
establishment, cause 
‘good trouble’ & ‘f*ck sh*t 
up’ for positive social 
change!
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Taking place on the Gateshead side of the river for the first time this year, our 
main ‘Getting Started’ event is aimed at anyone who is thinking of starting 
a new business (or project) or in their first 12 to 18 months of trading. It will 
highlight where to go for the best business startup advice and feature experts 
sharing practical tips on how to get that idea out of your head and into the 
real world, how to manage your time, money, marketing, sales and business 
development effectively whilst taking good of yourself along the way too.

Day 2 will also feature a VR/AR/immersive tech 
showcase at PROTO Centre: The Emerging 
Technology between 8.30am-10.30am, followed 
by a Creative Industries-focused event at 
Gateshead College featuring Marie Louise 
Gørvild (director of Techfestival, Copenhagen) 
and YouTube sensation Demi Donnelly between 
10.30am-12.30pm. It will close with a networking 
event in the Backyard Bike Shop café/bar @ By 
The River Brew Co. between 7pm-10pm.

(TUESDAY MAY 14, 1PM-6PM)
@ ST MARY’S HERITAGE CENTRE

SPEAKER SCHEDULE
Jon Dudgeon & Dave 
Gibson 
(Co-founders, Blu Sky 
Chartered Accountants)

Lucy Carlin & Luke 
Philpott
(Senior associate and 
solicitor, Sintons LLP)

Alan Mahon
(Founder, Brewgoodr)

Joanne Dolezal
(Lead consultant, 
Dolezal Consulting and 
associate lecturer, CIM 
and Digital Marketing 
Institute)

Nevil Tynemouth
(Founding director, New 
Results Ltd)

Simon Raybould
(Speaker, author and 
specialist trainer for 
presentations and 
public speaking)

Clare Talbot-Jones 
(business development 
director, Talbot Jones 
Risk Solutions Ltd) and 
Richard Talbot-Jones 
(managing director, 
Talbot Jones Risk 
Solutions Ltd)

DAY 2: GETTING STARTED
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In the morning, the NatWest 
Entrepreneur Accelerator team will 
also run a special session at their 
Quayside Hub sharing some of the 
key content they use to accelerate 
businesses, from startup to scaleup. 
These sessions are designed to help 
you and your business, whether you 
are looking to validate an idea or are 
wanting to take your business to the 
next level.

If you’re looking for funding or finance to help start or 
grow your business, or you’re an investor looking for 
the next big thing to put your money into – this event 
is for you.

Starting with an explanation of the full range of funding 
options available to startups and scaleups
in the North East, the day will go into more detail about 
grants, loans, crowdfunding, angel investors and venture 
capital plus talks from North East entrepreneurs sharing how 
they found the right money for their business.

(WEDNESDAY MAY 15, 1PM-6PM)
@ BARCLAYS WEALTH & INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT, QUAYSIDE

NEIL STEPHENSON
Chairman, non-executive 

director and investor 

JAMES MOON
Founder and president, 

Moon Jet Group & 
AerMoon

DAY 3: FUNDING & FINANCE

SPEAKER SCHEDULE
‘What funding & finance 

is out there for new & 
growing businesses?’ 
by Blu Sky Chartered 

Accountants

Karen Winton 
(chief growth officer, 

Capital Pilot) and Richard 
Blakesley (CEO, Capital 

Pilot)

Toby Fenwicke-Clennell 
(investment director, 

QVentures)

Growing your business 
with Funding Circle

James Holloway 
(external engagement 

manager, North East 
Fund)

Tim Ward 
(managing director, Bid & 

Research Development)

Tom Howsam 
(founder, Paid.co.uk)

Duncan Davies
 (co-founder & CEO, 

Notify Technology Ltd)
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After running a separate ‘Scaleup 
Summit’ event for more than 190 
people in November 2017, we’ve 
decided to run it again within 
Newcastle Startup Week.

Although this day is open to 
anyone with a ticket for Startup 
Week, think of it as a standalone 
event aimed at established SMEs, 
business leaders and enterprise 
level companies who want to take 
things to the next level by:

•  Improving sales, marketing and 
PR of existing products or services

•  Innovating, developing and 
launching new products or 
services

•  Improving processes to save time 
and money to invest back into 
your business

•  Building teams and finding 
people with the right skills & 
experience to grow your business

•  Learning how to forge and 
maintain partnerships with bigger 
businesses

•  Selling globally and expanding 
internationally

(THURSDAY MAY 16, 9AM-6PM)
@ URBAN SCIENCE BUILDING, NEWCASTLE HELIX

DAY 4: SCALEUP SUMMIT

SPEAKER SCHEDULE
Dean Benson 
(CEO, Visualsoft)

Steven Underwood 
(managing partner, 
Dentsu Aegis Network)

Richard Lennox 
(founder, Original Angle 
and ex-senior director 
Engineering, Skyscanner) 
on ‘Operating Systems 
for Scale’

Janet Balneaves (director 
Growth, Swipii) and Toby 
Bridges (CEO, The NBT 
Group)

Ammar Mirza CBE
(Founder & Chair, Asian 
Business Connexions)

Russell Dalgleish 
(founder and managing 
partner, Exolta Capital 
Partners and co-founder, 
Scottish Business 
Network

Trevor Novak 
(director of Investment 
Attraction Europe 
Toronto Global) and 
Nadine Storey (senior 
investment Officer & 
Trade Commissioner, 
High Commission of 
Canada in the UK)

Alan Lowdon 
(Global Entrepreneurship 
Programme (GEP) 
‘Dealmaker’, Department 
for International Trade 
(DIT) and interim 
executive director, 
Edinburgh BioQuarter)

This day will also include a special 
focus on the opportunities for 
connecting the North East of England 
with the South East of Scotland, the 
Nordics, Canada, China, India and 
Pakistan plus a three-part closing party 
in Newcastle city centre.
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Our main event on the final day will celebrate the week we’ve just 
had, highlight ways to survive and thrive beyond the startup phase 
and discuss what’s next for the North East business community once 
Newcastle Startup Week is over?

The morning will also include an optional intro to Sky AdSmart Local @ 
Sky, Gallowgate, between 9am and 11am, aimed at in-house marketers 
or agencies looking to grow their audience through TV.

To attend any of the events listed in this Festival Guide, you must 
book your ticket(s) in advance at www.newcastlestartupweek.com

(FRIDAY MAY 17, 11AM-4PM)
@ NATWEST ENTREPRENEUR ACCELERATOR HUB, QUAYSIDE

DAY 5: KEEP GOING OR PIVOT?

SPEAKER SCHEDULE
Helen Trueman 

(Director, Heels & Brogues 
Network)

Gary Mutimer 
(Co-Founder & Director, 

Studio XR Group)

Sarah Crimmens 
(Magic Maker / Space 
Creator / Community 

Builder)

+ more TBA


