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WELCOME
Welcome to your regional Legal
500 review, published by North
East Times.
Highlighting the success and
achievements of firms and
individuals across the North East,
the study provides an in-depth
insight into the region’s thriving
legal sector.
Listing firms and lawyers through
a tiered ranking system, the
annual Legal 500 independent
review is a revered industry
benchmark that helps clients
make informed decisions when
seeking legal services.
Compiled from detailed
analysis of firms’ submissions
and thousands of interviews
with General Counsel and
private practice lawyers, Legal
500 enables companies to
reference themselves against
peers, with every firm and
individual mentioned carrying
‘recommended’ status.
North East Times has partnered
with Legalease, which collates
the database, to showcase
the performances and
accomplishments of nearly
50 firms and scores of lawyers
from across the North East and
Cumbria.
The following pages commend
their achievements across 12
categories and their associated
sub-divisions, with a further Hall
of Fame section acclaiming
individuals for continued
excellence in their respective
fields.

The Legal 500 review is centred
upon qualitative and quantitative
analysis. When assessing
the performance of a firm or
department, criteria is focused
around the strength of its team –
including partners and associates
– and the consistency and quality
of individuals within that team.
This can include, but is not
limited to, technical ability,
market share, reputation for
handling complex deals, market
perception, clear investment for
the future and client prestige.
Firms are invited to provide
information on their specialist
areas and details of work
undertaken in the preceding year.
Furthermore, interviews are held
with specialist attorneys in each
subject area, as well as chief
executives, managing and senior
partners and practice managers,
to glean further information.
Feedback is also taken
from thousands of clients,
communication with commerce
and industry, and interviews with
investment bankers, commercial
bankers and accountants, who
work regularly with lawyers.
This is the first time we have
partnered with Legalease and
the Legal 500 to publish the
review, and we have enjoyed
celebrating the sterling work
being carried out across the
region by our law firms and their
staff.
We hope you find it interesting,
engaging and informing.

Editorial
Steven Hugill
Alison Cowie
Richard Dawson
Photography
Christopher Owens
Chris Auld

Commercial team
Martin Stout
John Duns
Rachael Laschke
Matt Pacey
Brent Smith
Marketing
Chloe Holmes

Creative
Peter Mallon
Ryan Errington

Contact:
@NETimesmagazine E: enquiries@netimesmagazine.co.uk
www.netimesmagazine.co.uk
Photography: All photos taken by North East Times staff
are copyright North East Times Magazine Ltd, and are
taken solely for use in North East Times magazine or
products published by North East Times Magazine Ltd. If
you wish to use or publish a photograph taken for North
East Times, please contact the sales department on 0191
246 0212.
Cancellations: If an advert is cancelled by the booker
within a seven day period prior to our print deadline, the
advert will be charged in full, plus VAT.
Editorial: All Legal 500 listings has been compiled by
Legalease and North East Times accepts no responsibilty
for errors. The opinions expressed in this issue are not
necessarily the views held by North East Times Magazine
Ltd.
Advertisements: Although every care is taken to
ensure accuracy, the publishers regret that they cannot
accept responsibility for loss or damage caused by
an error in the printing or damage to, loss of artwork,
transparencies or photos.
Complaints: No responsibility is accepted for errors.
© 2019 Published by North East Times Magazine Ltd.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk

5

LEGAL 500

CONTENTS
CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 PRIVATE CLIENT.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
CRIME, FRAUD AND LICENSING.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 PROJECTS, ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59
DISPUTE RESOLUTION.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 PUBLIC SECTOR.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
FINANCE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 REAL ESTATE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
HUMAN RESOURCES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29 TECHNOLOGY, MEDIA AND TELECOMS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74
INSURANCE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 TRANSPORT AND SHIPPING.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

6

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk

LEGAL 500

COMMENT
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU AND YOUR COMPANY TO BE RECOGNISED BY THE LEGAL 500?

Emma Gaudern
Managing director
EMG Solicitors

Kevin Robertson
Partner, head of Newcastle office and head of the projects
and procurement team
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

It has been an extremely exciting year for EMG Solicitors, which
has included our expansion into a second office in Newcastle and
I am thrilled the firm has once again been ranked in the Legal
500. It is always a pleasure to be reminded that our team are
performing at the highest standard and have been recognised
for both excellent legal advice along with first-class client care. To
have been singled out as a firm in the categories of both personal
tax, trusts and probate and family, coupled with the praise for
individual members of our team, is great validation for what we
strive to achieve at EMG Solicitors.

This year, an astounding 38 people from our Newcastle office
alone are featured in the Legal 500. They include eight rising stars,
eight next generation lawyers and 22 leading individuals – four of
which are in the directory’s Hall of Fame. This is testament to the
breadth of expertise we have on the ground in this region. Many
of our teams have received fantastic feedback, which means a
huge amount to us as a firm as we know it comes directly from
the clients we work with. For us, it means validation from our
peers, as well as reassurance for our clients and other businesses
in the region; letting them know who to come to and why.

Louise Duffy
Equity partner and winner of Legal 500 UK Best
Finance Lawyer (outside London) 2019
Muckle LLP

Christopher Todd
Managing partner
Archers Law LLP

Providing great client service is always our top priority and
nothing is more important to us than their feedback. Legal
500 does a brilliant job in contacting as many of our clients
as possible and thankfully they have consistently rated our
service highly. It’s also been crucial in helping our banking and
restructuring legal team maintain its top tier ranking for over
five years and inspired the Legal 500 judges in recognising our
contribution to the finance sector with a national award earlier
this year, so we really cannot thank them enough.

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk

“The Legal 500 is widely recognised as a professional barometer
of firms that are providing cutting-edge and innovative legal
advice in their practice and geographical areas. We value the
rankings received because a team of independent researchers
have concluded them but importantly, it is feedback received
from our clients and professional contacts that supports the Legal
500 decision-making. Our team are proud to be highlighted
alongside their professional contemporaries from our strong legal
market in the North and to represent the wider legal market
outside of the Newcastle area.”

7

LEGAL 500

CORPORATE
AND COMMERCIAL
CORPORATE AND COMMERCIAL:
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
Archers Law LLP
Baines Wilson LLP
Burnetts
Swinburne Maddison

TIER 2
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Sintons LLP
Watson Burton LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

TIER 3
DWF (Newcastle)
Hay & Kilner

LEADING INDIVIDUALS:
HALL OF FAME
Colin Hewitt - Ward Hadaway
Jamie Pass - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Robert Phillips - Womble Bond

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Andrew Davison - Muckle LLP
Anthony Evans - Muckle LLP
Duncan Reid - Watson Burton LLP
Karen Simms - Sintons LLP
Robert Thompson - Ward Hadaway
Martyn Tennant - Swinburne Maddison
Michael Walby - Burnetts

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Tom Pollard - Ward Hadaway
Adam Rayner - Muckle LLP
Paul Wigham - Watson Burton LLP
Daniel Flounders - Archers Law LLP

RISING STARS
Clare French - Ward Hadaway
Stacey Hall - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Emma Pern - Sintons LLP
Ian Pritty - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

Archers Law LLP advises clients
with operations across the Tees
Valley, as well as corporates
investing in local businesses, with
a strong focus on mergers and
acquisitions. The group, based
in Lakeside House on Stockton’s
Kingfisher Way, has a workforce
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of nearly 70 people, having
grown from its beginnings as
a high street operator. It is led
by practice head David Adams,
who is cited for his experience
across a number of high-value
transactions in the industry. Tier
One Next Generation Partner
Daniel Flounders, who made
partner at the business in 2019,
is another key member of its
growing team. The firm’s work
highlights include acting on
behalf of a sole shareholder in
the circa £4m sale of Darlingtonbased marine engineer
Subsea Innovation Limited to
Newton Aycliffe’s AIM-listed
Tekmar Group, which is known
for providing subsea cable
protection services to customers
across the oil and gas and
offshore wind sectors.
Advising Lake District Hotels Ltd
on the sale of a venue frequented
by Bonnie Prince Charlie after
he captured Carlisle in 1745
was one of Baines Wilson LLP’s
highlights. The sale of Penrith’s
George Hotel, for a guide price of
£2.75 million, was augmented by
work alongside Butterfly Group
to offload a care home portfolio
and support for the Stuart Family
to market a holiday park business
and assets. Handling a variety
of corporate and commercial
matters, including high-value
mergers and acquisitions, the
Carlisle-based firm is headed
by Andrew Hill, whose expertise
covers takeovers, private equity
transactions, reorganisations, joint
ventures and general company
law. Kate Parker, promoted
to partner in 2018, draws on
her substantial experience of
corporate work at UK and US law
firms in London. Founded in 1999,
the company principally works
across Cumbria and Lancashire,
though a significant proportion
of its clients are based across
the UK.
Burnetts is hailed for its “highly
motivated, hardworking and
extremely professional” team,
which is “approachable and
available to speak directly

NEXT GENERATION
PARTNERS
CORPORATE AND
COMMERCIAL:

Tom Pollard
Ward Hadaway

Adam Rayner
Muckle LLP

Paul Wigham
Watson Burton LLP

Daniel Flounders
Archers Law LLP

with clients whenever they
have concerns.” The Carlisleheadquartered firm provides
merger and acquisition and
professional services advice across
a number of key sectors, including
healthcare, leisure, technology,
media and telecoms, transport,
nuclear and engineering. The
group, which has further offices
in Cockermouth, Penrith and
Newcastle, is also acknowledged
for its strong state aid practice,
particularly around its work in
assisting with applications for
funding from the Cumbria Local
Enterprise Partnership. Led by
Vaughan Jones, who has expertise
in intellectual property and
the IT sector, its team includes
the “extremely motivated” Tier
One Leading Individual Michael
Walby, noted for his merger and
acquisition expertise. Listing key
clients such as Lloyd Motors,
its highlights include advising
shareholders of Carlisle-based
architectural hardware supplier
Zoo Hardware on a £19 million sale
to Tyman plc.
Durham-based Swinburne
Maddison is acknowledged for
its “excellent and most of all
understandable advice”, with “the
diversity of the team’s skills” while
also hailed for its impact on clients.
Led by practice head and Tier One
Leading Individual Martyn Tennant,
who has significant merger
and acquisition experience, the
firm’s key competencies include
corporate finance, transactions and
commercial advisory services. The
group, which is often instructed on
cross-border mandates, operates
across a number of sectors, with
particular strength in leisure,
transport, retail, manufacturing,
technology and professional
services. Work highlights
include acting on behalf of fund
manager Maven in relation to a
co-investment from the Finance
Durham Fund and the North East
Fund in Dyer Engineering, which
runs plants in Annfield Plain and
Harelaw, County Durham. Key
clients include Durham Cathedral,
Esh Winning-based mining,
earthworks and transport operator

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk
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Advertorial feature: Womble Bond Dickinson

THE FUTURE IS
BRIGHT AT WBD
Kevin Robertson reflects on the recent Legal 500 rankings
and what nurturing the future stars of Womble Bond
Dickinson (WBD) means to the firm

We have been supporting
the ambitions of North East
businesses for over 200 years,
delivering the highest quality
of legal advice to clients across
the region. We are recognised as
one of the leading law firms in
the region; we look to continue
this for many years to come and
understand the importance of
looking after our next generation.
The latest Legal 500 results
include 20 top tier rankings
across many of our practice
areas. An astounding 38 of our
Newcastle-based partners and
associates have been recognised
this year, demonstrating the
depth of expertise we offer from
our Newcastle office. As well as
22 Leading Individuals – four of
which feature in the Legal 500’s
Hall of Fame – the rankings
highlight the achievements of
our future leaders, including
eight Rising Stars and eight Next

Generation Partners.
Rising stars are those recognised
as growing quickly in their
particular field; and its reassuring
to see that we have eight
individuals recognised this
year, not only across different
disciplines, but also at varying
points in their career. From
associate Katie Gosling in
Personal Tax, Trusts and Probate;
to legal director Iain Pritty within
the Corporate team.
Our Next Generation Lawyers
follow the same pattern of
diversity, recommending the
likes of managing associate
Stacey Hall from corporate and
managing associate Andrew
Clough – noted for complex
construction litigation in the
Construction Team – to the ‘very
canny litigator’ Richard Pike in
Contentious Trust and Probate.
The rankings reflect how we
are heavily invested in our next

Kevin Robertson
Womble Bond Dickinson

“THE RANKINGS
REFLECT HOW WE ARE
HEAVILY INVESTED
IN OUR NEXT
GENERATION AT WBD,
NURTURING THEM
EVERY STEP OF THE
WAY”

generation at WBD, nurturing
them every step of the way.
This year we have recruited 25
trainees across our eight UK offices
– eight of which are based in our
Newcastle office. We have also
promoted eight of our existing
trainees to fully-qualified solicitors
in Newcastle.
Giving our trainees the autonomy
and chance to learn and grow
within the business is important to
us. We also provide secondment
opportunities with some of our
North East clients to support their
in-house teams and gain valuable
experience.
Our young professionals have also
supported a wide range of events
for the company this year, from
Young Professionals Forum (YPF)
events to hosting a networking
evening raising valuable funds for
St Oswald’s Hospice as part of the
Great North Elmer campaign we
are supporting this year.
For our more advanced future
stars, we are currently in the fourth
year of our Emerging Leaders
programme, which provides
nominated senior lawyers with
the leadership and commercial
training to be the next partners
or legal directors. Of the nine
individuals who completed
the programme last year, three
have already been promoted to
partners. This includes Newcastlebased noted Next Generation
Partner Richard Collins in our
corporate litigation team, who
has been commended as ‘bright
and commercial in outlook’ by the
highly-regarded directory.
Nurturing our future leaders is
crucial to WBD and the success of
the region and we look forward
to advising regional, national and
international clients from our
Newcastle base for many years to
come.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Womble Bond Dickinson
www.womblebonddickinson.com

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk
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Hargreaves Services, and growing
mobile lender Atom Bank, which
operates out of Durham’s Aykley
Heads.
Wynyard’s Tilly Bailey & Irvine
is noted for being “large enough
to have the expertise but small
enough to be flexible in their
approach and not charge the
earth”, with clients also praising
its team’s prompt response to
enquiries and ability to clearly
explain available options.
With Craig Malarkey leading
its corporate and commercial
team, the company works across
a wide variety of matters for
clients in the Tees Valley, which
include contracting for SMEs
and additional specialisms in
intellectual property and the
education sector. Alongside
Craig, Michael Stevens and
John Walters are noted as key
lawyers. Its clients include Ad
Astra Academy Trust and Langley
House Care Home. The firm
advised on the acquisition of
Langley House Care Home, a 26bed care home based in Horden,
County Durham, and worked
with Ad Astra Academy Trust on
its conversion of Middlesbrough’s
Ayresome Primary School to a
multi-academy trust.
A raft of deals delivered by a
“client focused team” helped earn
Newcastle-based Muckle LLP its
Tier One status. Highlighted for
its strong regional presence, upon
which it has built outstanding
corporate and commercial teams,
“knowledgeable, pragmatic and
strategic” practice head Andrew
Davison – rated as a Tier One
Leading Individual – receives
further praise. The corporate
practice focuses on mergers and
acquisitions and private equity,
both of which are specialisms
for Tier One Leading Individual
Anthony Evans, who is described
as having “fierce intelligence (and
who) foresees how events will
develop.” In 2018, the commercial
group benefited from the arrival
of consultant Robin Adams,
who joined from Collingwood
Legal. Other noted lawyers
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include Adam Rayner – rated
as a Tier One Next Generation
Partner – Hugh Welch, Philip
Clare, Matthew Walsh and Sarah
Forster. Its work highlights
include advising NVM Private
Equity on a £2.75 million growth
capital investment into Ridge
Pharma Limited.
Ward Hadaway, on Newcastle’s
Quayside, is hailed for the close
working relationship between its
corporate and commercial teams.
Tier One Leading Individual
Robert Thompson leads the
corporate team while another
Tier One Leading Individual Colin
Hewitt, who is inducted into the
Legal 500’s Hall of Fame, heads
the commercial department.
The groups provide advice on a
range of transactions – for both
buyers and sellers – and business
operations in the North East. The
commercial team has particular
experience in outsourcing deals,
often for businesses operating
in the banking and insurance
sectors. Other key lawyers noted
include Damien Charlton, James
Nightingale, Matthew Cormack
and Steven Roper. Tom Pollard is
commended as a Tier One Legal
500 Next Generation Partner,
with Clare French noted as a Tier
One Rising Star. Katherine HayHeddle is highlighted for how she
“manages projects well.” Further
praise is given to the team’s
“excellent attention to detail and
commerciality.”
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP’s transatlantic links
earn it particular praise. The
firm is highlighted for using its
Newcastle office as a major hub
to advise US investors into the
North East. Also highlighted
is the company’s dedicated
competition, tax and projects
lawyers, all of whom support the
corporate and commercial teams.
Its team includes corporate
finance expert Jamie Pass - a
Tier One Leading Individual
inducted into Legal 500’s Hall
of Fame – and Stacey Hall, who
is rated as a Tier One Rising
Star for her work in corporate

transactions. Fellow Tier One
Rising Star Iain Pritty is noted for
corporate aspects of property
transactions. Other key lawyers
are Robert Phillips – another Tier
One Leading Individual and Hall
of Fame inductee – and Simon
Watts, Will Bonas, Oliver Rickett
and David Ridley. The firm is cited
for its “breadth of capability across
disciplines” and “longstanding and
deep understanding of business.”

“THE TEAM HAS
THE STRENGTH TO
USE NEGOTIATED
CONTRACT CLAUSES
TO DELIVER
SUCCESSFUL
OUTCOMES WHEN UP
AGAINST DIFFICULT
CLIENTS IN DISPUTE
SCENARIOS”
WARD HADAWAY

Mincoffs Solicitors LLP, which
lists multi-disciplinary Tyneside
companies Metnor Group and
Northern Bear plc as clients,
is noted for its expertise in the
healthcare, leisure, engineering,
construction and technology
sectors. The firm also receives
praise for its handling of
advisory work for a variety of
owner-managed businesses,
entrepreneurs, corporates and
institutions. The team benefits from
the tutelage and experience of
Paul Hughes, a veteran of corporate
law in the North East, with John
Nicholson, Peter Robinson and
Chris Hughes also noted as other
key lawyers. The Jesmond-based
firm is described as having “great
depth in its abilities, giving clients
a ‘one-stop-shop’ to satisfy the bulk
of their legal requirements”, with
its “professional and timely” team
commended for how it combines
“a forensic knowledge of the law
with a commercial and practical
approach not found elsewhere.”
Further key clients include High
Street Group, Pharmacy Express,
LB Foster Group and Cairn Group.
Nestled in the shadows of
Newcastle United’s St James’ Park,
Sintons LLP handles a spectrum of
corporate matters, which includes
mergers and acquisitions, buyouts,
private equity investments, solvent
and insolvent reorganisations, and
corporate finance, with a particular
focus on healthcare, life sciences
and leisure. The commercial
team’s instructions include data
protection and cybersecurity law
advice. Practice head – and Tier
One Leading Individual – Karen
Simms has significant experience
in transactions involving the energy

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk
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and waste management sectors.
Senior associate Emma Pern –
rated as a Tier One Rising Star – is
noted for complex transactions.
Other key lawyers are Christopher
Welch, Matt Collen, Adrian Dye
and Chloe Dinsdale. Described
as “a well organised, very
knowledgeable practice,” Sintons
LLP’s clients include the Eagles
Community Foundation, The
Auckland Project – founded by
Jonathan Ruffer to reinvigorate
Bishop Auckland – and business
improvement district company
NE1, for whom Sintons worked on
sponsorship agreements for the
Newcastle Motor Show.
Advice on the £22.4 million
sale of a North East pub group
is one of a number of factors
behind Watson Burton LLP’s
recognition. The company
supported Wear Inns – known
for running its headquarters out
of the old Castle Eden Brewery
offices – on a deal with Aprirose.
Elsewhere, the Newcastle firm
advised online shopping cart
recovery business SafeCycle on
an investment of £11.5 million
from BGF. With experience across
technology, education, private
equity, venture capital and
franchising, the firm advises a
mixture of domestic and foreign
companies on transactions in
the North East. Tier One Leading
Individual Duncan Reid leads the
team, which includes all-rounder
Paul Wigham, who is rated as a
Tier One Next Generation Partner.
Marc Allison and Kirsty Adamson
are also noted as key lawyers.
Key clients for the St James’
Gate-based business include
Broadband Satellite Services,
Accelerated Digital Ventures,
Northstar Ventures, Maven
Capital Partners and Zerolight.
DWF’s team draws on the firm’s
UK-wide presence to give clients,
including major domestic and
foreign corporates, a full-service
offering across corporate matters.
Areas of expertise for the firm,
based in Newcastle’s Central
Square South, include financial
services, technology, media and
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telecoms, energy and utilities,
and real estate. Practice head
Jeremy Swift regularly handles
private equity transactions and
mergers and acquisitions. Jemil
Visram is noted as another key
lawyer within the business. Key
clients are Immotion Group plc,
Digitalbox Group, Northern Gas
and Power, Polemos plc and
Vibe Group Holdings. Highlights
include advising international
virtual reality and augmented
reality company Immotion on
three acquisitions on a sharefor-share basis and raising £1.4
million to fund working capital.
DWF also advised Digitalbox on
a statutory demerger of three
subsidiaries by share capital
reduction, and Nplus1 Singer
Advisory LLP on a secondary
fundraise for its client by way of
an accelerated book build.
Hay & Kilner is described as
the go-to firm for a variety of
owner-managed businesses
and regional SMEs in the care
home, pharmaceutical and
veterinary sectors, in addition
to a number of corporates. The
team is co-led by Jonathan
Waters who, alongside significant
corporate law expertise, advises
a range of charity-sector clients
on complex restructuring and
operational issues. Mark Adams
co-leads the team. Other key
lawyers noted are Laurie Wilson,
Ben Jackson and Sarah Hall. The
company, which has offices in
Newcastle’s Cloth Market and
Wallsend’s High Street West,
lists Park Lane Healthcare, PLH
Moorgate Holdco, Wingrove
Motor Company, Bonds Group
and Indigo Software among its
key clientele. Able to trace its
roots back to the mid-1940s, the
firm’s recent highlights include
advising PLH Moorgate Holdco
in refinancing and related group
restructuring, and representing
Wingrove Motor Company on
the acquisition of a Peugeot
dealership from the PSA national
franchise operator.

CORPORATE TAX:
TIER 1
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Paul Christian - Ward Hadaway
Jeremy Smith - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

“A WELL ORGANISED
PRACTICE, VERY
KNOWLEDGEABLE AND
QUICK RESPONSE TO
QUERIES”
SINTONS LLP

In addition to supporting the firm’s
other practices, Ward Hadaway’s
dedicated tax department handles
a variety of standalone tax matters
for owner-managed businesses
and corporates. The team’s
expertise includes structuring,
investment and exit planning
and employee share incentive
arrangements. The practice is led
by Tier One Leading Individual Paul
Christian, whose background in
corporate law gives him particular
insight into imperatives for
businesses. Key clients include
Darlington-headquartered
fitness and leisure operator
Bannatyne Group Plc, CNG Group,
Northumberland Estates and
Lookers plc, which runs dealerships
across the region. Work highlights
include acting for the latter on
the acquisition of £200 million
turnover Jennings Motor Group, a
multi-franchise North East-based
motor dealer. Further projects
include advising shareholders of
metal recycler Kaystan Holdings
Limited on a sale to Sims Group
Plc Limited, which involved various
complex tax issues, and advising
shareholders on North Shieldsbased software firm Kykloud’s sale
to US buyer Accruent LLC.
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s tax team regularly advises
the firm’s corporate and real
estate practice groups, providing
advice on tax-related issues arising
from banking, restructuring and
employment matters. Drawing
on the firm’s national and
international presence, the group
is regularly called upon by clients
across the UK. Practice head
Jeremy Smith, acknowledged as
a Tier One Leading Individual, is
highlighted for his experience
in the tax aspects of corporate

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk
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and property transactions. Lee
Parbery is cited as another key
lawyer. Its client list covers a
number of sectors and features
Deutsche Bahn, Hertshten Group,
Old Mutual Wealth, Grainger,
REG Power Management and
The Royal Institute of British
Architects. Work highlights
include advising longstanding
client Tekmar, a Newton Aycliffebased subsea cable protection
system supplier, on admission
of its shares to trading on AIM
with a market capitalisation
of approximately £65 million,
following a £61.8 million
fundraising from institutional
investors.

CRIME, FRAUD AND
LICENSING
CRIME: GENERAL
TIER 1
David Gray Solicitors LLP
Hay & Kilner
Kenneth M Barrow & Co

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Mark Harrison - Hay & Kilner
Brian Hegarty - David Gray Solicitors
LLP
Ravi Khosla - Kenneth M Barrow & Co

RISING STARS
Elizabeth Trusty - Kenneth M Barrow
& Co

David Gray Solicitors LLP’s
practice takes a multi-disciplinary
approach, teaming up with
lawyers from its mental health,
immigration and family teams,
enabling it to see matters
through from beginning to end.
Overseen by Tier One Leading

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk

Individual Brian Hegarty, the
practice specialises in serious
and complex crime matters, in
particular proceeds of crime
instructions. Also noted is
Janice Hall, who is described
as having “excellent oversight
of her cases.” The company’s
team is commended for “the
thorough preparation it brings
to all cases,” which is described
as “impressive” alongside
“faultless administration.” Further
testimonials to Legal 500 say the
firm’s “customer care is excellent”
and that the advice it gives to
clients “is realistic and fully borne
out by the strength of the case.”
Its work includes representing a
defendant who pleaded guilty
to an allegation of death by
dangerous driving and a murder
conviction on the basis of joint
enterprise.
“Clients who instruct this firm
know their representatives care
about their case,” is just one of
the testimonials used to describe
Hay & Kilner’s work. The firm
specialises in recidivist crime and
sexual offences, notably those
involving computers. The team
has a dedicated police station
representative and experienced
higher court advocates, enabling
it to represent clients in the
Crown Court and Court of Appeal.
Tier One Leading Individual Mark
Harrison is practice head and
described as an “exceptional
advocate and joy to listen to.”
He works alongside other
Legal 500 noted key lawyers
Jonathan Cousins, Mark Styles
and Matthew Purves. Solicitor
Karen Minhas is also praised as
someone who “genuinely goes
above and beyond the call of
duty (with) the firm very fortunate
to have someone so committed.”
Work includes a defendant
spared immediate custody after
a court found them to have been
placed under significant pressure
to import drugs.
Kenneth M Barrow & Co’s
practice, which has particular
expertise in large-scale drugs
conspiracy cases, is led by serious

“THE THOROUGH
PREPARATION
THE TEAM BRINGS
TO ALL CASES IS
IMPRESSIVE AND ITS
ADMINISTRATION IS
FAULTLESS”
DAVID GRAY
SOLICITORS LLP

crime specialist Ravi Khosla,
who is named by Legal 500 as
a Tier One Leading Individual.
Other notable team members
include Sunny Thandi, who was
promoted to director in 2018, and
solicitor Elizabeth Trusty, who is
recognised as a Tier One Rising
Star for her work in dealing with
general crime matters as well as
fraud. Testimonials commend the
firm’s work with clients around
such confidential subjects. Work
includes representing a client in
a matter of perverting the course
of justice at Teesside Crown Court
and representing a client charged
with 11 counts of sexual offences.
Further work includes representing
a client in a matter of committing
grievous bodily harm with intent,
and representing a client charged
with conspiracy to supply Class A
drugs, with both cases heard at
Teesside Crown Court.

CRIME: FRAUD
TIER 1
David Gray Solicitors LLP
Hay & Kilner
Kenneth M Barrow & Co

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Mark Harrison - Hay & Kilner
Ravi Khosla - Kenneth M Barrow & Co

David Gray Solicitors LLP is
recognised as a Tier One firm in
the area of fraud. The company has
particular expertise in large-scale
fraud and benefit fraud, advising
private individuals and business
entities. Brian Hegarty, who leads
the team, is an experienced higher
court advocate. Specialising
in criminal law since 1995, he
practices in all matters that
come before criminal courts and
inquests. He is also a higher court
advocate representing defendants
in the Crown Court and Court of
Appeal. Solicitor Janice Hall is also
noted as a key lawyer at the firm,
which supplements a Newcastle
office with a base in South Shields.
Janice focuses on motoring
offences and cases of domestic
violence and sexual offences. A
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Advertising feature: Muckle LLP

TOP TIER
CULTURE AT MUCKLE
A recent survey found that 60 per cent of lawyers at
medium-sized law firms are unhappy at work1. Yet, at
Muckle LLP the opposite is true, where an overwhelming
majority of its people from all roles – legal and otherwise
– say the North East law firm is a great place to work.
Meanwhile, Muckle LLP’s Legal 500 UK rankings have
soared, as have the firm’s financial results. Here, managing
partner Jason Wainwright explains how a positive
workplace culture is supporting a consistently strong
performance

I have always believed clients
have better experiences when
they deal with happy people,
so we were delighted when
Investors In People (IIP) recently
extended our Gold status until
2022.
Our assessor said we were one
of the best businesses he’d seen.
In fact, compared with other law
firms of our size, our IIP survey
scores rank third in the world
after 92 per cent of our people
agreed that Muckle is a great
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place to work.
That positive energy comes across
in the service we deliver and
these latest Legal 500 results are
testament to that.
We’ve improved or maintained
our position in every area, with
more top tier rankings than
ever before. We’ve grown our
practice, introducing new areas
like Agriculture, Estates and
Rural Property and expanding
others like Private Client – both
recognised by Legal 500, with

“PEOPLE IN THE
SECTOR THOUGHT
WE WERE MAD TO
INTRODUCE AGILE
WORKING, BUT THE
RESULTS SPEAK
VOLUMES ”

some fantastic feedback from
clients.
We have long-established areas
like Corporate & Commercial,
Banking and Real Estate in
the top tier, alongside highly
specialist areas like Education,
Charities, Debt Recovery, Media
& Entertainment and Sport
- where we remain the only
Northern team ranked. Our Citycalibre Dispute Resolution and
Intellectual Property teams have
also achieved top tier status this
year.
You might be surprised at the
scale of our work, whether that’s
acting for The FA for over eight
years, advising on complex
international litigation involving
music icons like the members of
Duran Duran, or supporting one
of the region’s most important
deals of the decade – Hays Travel’s
acquisition of Thomas Cook’s
retail estate.
Muckle is proof that you can
remain independent, retain your
regional focus and perform at the
very highest level.
I’m so proud of what we’ve
achieved over the last year,
which has included reaching
an amazing milestone for our
community work.
Each year, we give one per cent
of our annual profits to the
Muckle Fund at the Community
Foundation and we have now
donated over £500,000 in
grants to local charitable causes.
Our people also give up lots of
personal time to help local causes
through volunteering and our pro
bono work for local charities.
There’s never any pressure,
but those who want to get
involved are supported with
paid volunteering leave to spend
helping causes they personally
care about.
We also launched our values
at the end of last year – Trust,
Teamwork, Responsibility and
Care. They’ve always been there,
in unwritten form, but this year
we explored what they really
mean to our people and clients
and now challenge ourselves to
live those values every day.
It has also helped us to focus
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Pictured:
Jason Wainwright, Muckle LLP

more on work-life balance, which
is really important, particularly
in our profession, which can
often involve long hours and late
nights. That’s why we believe
in giving people the freedom
to be themselves and balance
their work and personal lives, be
that making time for the gym or
your child’s school play, and that
has been key to driving positive
experiences for our people and
subsequently our clients too.
People in the sector thought
we were mad to introduce agile
working, but the results speak
volumes.
We’ve bucked the trend, so
where law firms are simply asking
more of their people, we’re
also asking our people what

www.netimesmagazine.co.uk

Muckle can do for them. Now
employee satisfaction has never
been higher, client feedback is
excellent and we’re winning more
business, which in turn helps us
invest more in our service delivery
people, and local communities.
It’s a virtuous circle.
It is all part of what makes
Muckle a special place to work
that’s truly different to other
law firms. Being independent
allows us to do that and it’s what
underpins our successful culture.
Our people’s ideas matter, their
ambitions matter and their
wellbeing matters, and now
we are seeing a step-change in
performance and engagement
levels with more fantastic results
to come.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Muckle LLP
Source 1. www.nimbleconsultingservices.
com/blog/2018/3/2/2018-lawyerhappiness-survey
www.muckle-llp.com
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senior solicitor with more than 20
years’ experience, Janice trained
in Glasgow and first qualified
as a solicitor in Scotland. She
has been a qualified solicitor in
England and Wales since 2001.
Hay & Kilner focuses on whitecollar and corporate fraud,
specialising in complex fraud
and proceeds of crime cases.
Tier One Leading Individual Mark
Harrison leads the team and is
experienced in high-value fraud
and POCA matters. The team
has been boosted by solicitor
advocate Jonathan Cousins, who
joined from David Gray Solicitors
LLP in 2018; assistant solicitor
Mark Styles, who arrived from
Kyles Legal Practice in 2019;
and Matthew Purves, who was
promoted to associate in 2018.
All three are acknowledged as
key lawyers. Work highlights
include support for a defendant
charged with VAT fraud in
excess of £150,000 following the
alleged misrepresentation of his
self-employed income as a scrap
metal dealer. After examination
and scrutiny, the defendant was
ultimately found culpable for less
than one third of the amount
initially claimed, was spared
immediate custody and avoided
a proceeds of crime investigation.
Kenneth M Barrow & Co, based
in Seaham, County Durham, is
a Very High Cost Case (VHCC)
accredited firm specialising
in defending serious, highvalue and complex fraud cases.
Practice head Ravi Khosla –
acknowledged by Legal 500 as a
Tier One Leading Individual – is
notably experienced in complex
fraud and leads a team that
also includes Sunny Thandi,
who was promoted to director
in 2018, and is highlighted as a
key lawyer. Its work highlights
include representing a client
in a large-scale evasion of duty
relating to cigarettes and alcohol
at Wood Green Crown Court and
representing clients in relation to
allegations of fraudulent evasion
of income tax, VAT, corporation
tax and related money
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laundering offences at Newcastle
Crown Court. Its work also
includes representing a client
in POCA proceedings in relation
to fraud, money laundering and
attempting to pay a money
transfer in the sum of £1 million
by deception.

general administration and new
applications, to appeals and
defending reviews of licences.
The practice, led by taxi licensing
laws specialist and Tier One
Leading Individual Sarah Smith,
regularly deals with applications
in cumulative impact policy areas
and is particularly well-known
for working in collaboration
with licensing authorities and
responsible bodies. Also notable is
consultant Barry Speker, who acts
for restaurants and takeaways on
licensing and property matters.
The company counts Newcastle
United Football Club, Sandman
Hotel Group, Fenwick, Alnwick
Garden Enterprise and Malhotra
Group, among others, as key
clients. Work includes support for
a client seeking a premises licence
to operate a pavilion for events and
functions, a restaurant, café and
other event spaces within an old
walled garden near Redcar, and
assisting Newcastle United Football
Club with a licence variation to
permit large music concerts at St
James’ Park.

LICENSING:
TIER 1
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Sintons LLP
Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS:
HALL OF FAME
Richard Arnot - Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Matthew Foster - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Sarah Smith - Sintons LLP

Mincoffs Solicitors LLP primarily
represents operators across
the North East, as well as
clients further afield in Wales,
Manchester and Birmingham.
Tier One Leading Individual
Matthew Foster is the go-to name
for preparing and negotiating
licensing applications, as well
as in relation to contentious
applications, prosecutions and
reviews. The practice also acts
for gaming clients, as well as
providing training services.
Notable in the team is consultant
Tim Gray, who advises on taxi
licensing. Key clients include
For the People Entertainment,
Chaplains Consett, Beeronomy,
High Street Group and Swaddle
Micro Brewery. Work highlights
include instructing on a new
premises licence application for
a nightclub within Sunderland
city centre and representing
Beeronomy in relation to an
appeal against its successful
grant of a premises licence by
a trade objector. Further work
includes being instructed on
behalf of the High Street Group
around a purchase of The Sea
Hotel, in South Shields.
Sintons LLP’s work covers a
range of licensing law, from

“CLIENTS WHO
INSTRUCT THIS FIRM
KNOW THAT THEIR
REPRESENTATIVES
CARE ABOUT THEIR
CASE”
HAY & KILNER

Regional work complements
national support at Ward
Hadaway’s practice, which advises
on all aspects of the Licensing
Act. Clients include national
supermarket chains, hotel groups,
restaurants, sporting venues and
internet sales. Licensing specialists
Stephen Graham and Richard
Arnot – inducted into Legal 500’s
Hall of Fame as a Tier One Leading
Individual – oversee the team,
which has notable experience
in contested applications and
securing licences across the
country. Key clients include Iceland
Foodstores, Tesco, Malmaison
Hotels/Hotel du Vin and ten-pin
bowling and dining operator Lane
7. Among its work highlights is
an application for variation of
a premises licence for a bar in
Newcastle city centre’s cumulative
impact zone, which was granted.
Further support includes advising
on an application for a new
premises licence in Camden,
which, despite objection from
the police and licensing authority,
was granted, and a new premises
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licence in Brighton, which was
approved despite considerable
local opposition.

DISPUTE
RESOLUTION
COMMERCIAL LITIGATION:
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
Archers Law LLP
Baines Wilson LLP
Burnetts

TIER 2
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Sintons LLP
Watson Burton LLP
Jacksons Law
Swinburne Maddison
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

TIER 3
Claire Collinson Legal
DWF
Hay & Kilner
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
TT Law

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Claire Collinson - Claire Collinson Legal
Jane Gibson - Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Toby Gibson - Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Susan Howe - Muckle LLP
Stewart Irvine - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Paul Stewart - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Martin Woodford - Ward Hadaway
Elizabeth Black - Baines Wilson LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Joanna Bromhead - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Richard Collins - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Leah Heatley - Muckle LLP

RISING STARS
Joe Kelley - Ward Hadaway
Abigail Zuk - Swinburne Maddison

Archers Law LLP is praised for
the expertise of its various team
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members, which is described
as being “second-to-none.”
Furthermore, this “tight-knit and
knowledgeable” unit benefits,
says Legal 500, from the arrival
of Kenton Bazeley, from Tilly
Bailey & Irvine in 2018, who leads
the team. Testimonials acclaim
“Kenton’s astute and informed
insight into complex issues
(which) makes clients feel secure
that they have the best legal
team on their side,” and say “all
members of the team are very
professional and responsive.” The
group handles the spectrum of
commercial litigation for both
claimants and defendants, with
experience in disputes regarding
suppliers, shareholders and
restrictive covenants. It also
handles professional negligence
claims and contentious probate
matters involving commercial
entities. Beyond Kenton, other
key lawyers highlighted are Helen
Lyne and Richard Flounders.
Archers, based on Stockton’s
Kingfisher Way, has a workforce of
nearly 70 people who oversee its
varied client services.
In Carlisle, Baines Wilson LLP
is instructed on a range of
contentious matters, including
partnership and shareholder
disputes and professional
negligence claims. Other areas
of expertise include disputes
pertaining to insurance,
construction and engineering,
and intellectual property. The
team is particularly geared
towards clients in the agricultural,
construction and professional
services sectors. Elizabeth Black,
commended as a Tier One
Leading Individual by Legal 500,
leads the team. Caroline Rayner
and Imogen Duck are cited as
other key lawyers. Work highlights
include representing a client
in a claim against valuers who
prepared a negligent valuation
of a residential development,
with the matter settled shortly
after mediation. Further work
includes representing a client in
a complex unfair prejudice claim
and in associated proceedings
for declaratory relief and acting

for a company in a claim against
its former accountants, which was
settled following mediation. Baines
Wilson LLP has a further office in
Lancaster.

“THE EXPERTISE OF
VARIOUS MEMBERS
OF THE TEAM IS
SECOND-TO-NONE”
ARCHERS LAW LLP

Burnetts’ clients benefit from
an “especially professional and
helpful” team, says Legal 500’s
findings, with the company’s
“strong, diverse group of people…
clearly interested in the outcomes
that they achieve for clients.” The
firm, which supports head office
operations in Carlisle with further
sites in Newcastle, Cockermouth
and Penrith, has a diverse
commercial disputes team that
specialises in agricultural, land and
property disputes, commercial
disputes and contentious trusts
and probate. It also houses a
debt and property recovery unit,
which supports clients across the
practice. James Johnston, who
was promoted to equity partner
in 2019, leads the team, focusing
on contractual and commercial
litigation. Sally Johnson and
Rob Winder are noted as other
key lawyers within the business.
Furthermore, Rob is hailed in Legal
500’s report as “the go-to for any
tenant issues or property matters.”
Burnetts’ Carlisle head office also
houses support services, such as
marketing, finance, IT and HR.
The team at Jacksons Law focuses
on commercial litigation and debt
recovery, representing individuals,
small SMEs and larger corporations
in a variety of contentious
matters. Experience includes
partnership and shareholder
disputes, contractual disputes and
professional negligence claims, as
well as boundary and propertyrelated disputes. Toby Joel, who
specialises in complex equine
claims and property damage
claims, is department head. Angie
Papprill is noted as another key
lawyer. Established in 1876 by
Gilbert Jackson to provide advice
to clients based in Teesside, the
company is one of the longest
established firms in the North
East. Complementing an office
on Preston Farm Industrial Estate,
on the outskirts of Stockton, with
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a base in Newcastle’s Central
Square, it supports clients from
Northumberland, Tyne and Wear
and Durham, down to Teesside
and North Yorkshire. Employing
more than 70 staff, it has ten
partners and in excess of 30
legally trained personnel.
The “integrity and proactive”
nature of Swinburne Maddison’s
lawyers earn it praise, as does its
team’s “complete understanding
of the complex context in which
clients operate.” The company’s
Durham-based team is instructed
by a diverse range of clients,
including sole traders, companies,
LLPs and partnerships, in
matters involving contractual
and commercial litigation, such
as breach of contract, directors’
disputes, professional negligence
claims and debt recovery. The
team is co-led by Jonathan
Moreland, who specialises in
contentious employment law,
and general commercial litigator
David Low, who merits acclaim
for his “fantastic attention to
detail and ability to explain
complex legal jargon in a way
that makes sense.” Solicitor
Abigail Zuk – named a Tier One
Rising Star – gains plaudits for her
“very organised approach (which)
offers a lot of reassurance.” Key
clients for the business include
Durham Cathedral, Ramside
Estates, Baker Tilly Creditor
Services LLP, Northern Freight
Services and Smart Office
Systems.
Tilly Bailey & Irvine’s versatility
is saluted, with Legal 500 citing
its ability to handle an array of
commercial disputes, including
contractual claims, negligence,
shareholder and partnership
disputes. Its team is also
applauded for being particularly
well-versed in contentious
probate matters. Practice head
Alison Leith is an accomplished
litigator with experience in sportrelated litigation and arbitration.
Following the departure of
Kenton Bazeley to Archers Law
LLP in 2018, the group was joined
by Nigel Broadbent, whose
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practice encompasses the gamut
of contractual disputes, such as
post-mergers and acquisitions,
commercial contract claims,
business-to-customer disputes
and director and shareholder
disputes. Gemma Smith is
highlighted as another key
lawyer. Tilly Bailey & Irvine has
offices across the south of the
region, with sites in Wynyard
and Stockton complemented by
bases in Hartlepool and Barnard
Castle, County Durham. The
company says it can trace its
heritage back nearly 180 years to
roots in Hartlepool.
Ensuring the smooth running of
the Caribbean Premier League
20-over cricket tournament and
supporting Duran Duran’s Andy
Taylor are key highlights for
“Newcastle heavyweight” Muckle
LLP. The Gallowgate company
provides a wide variety of dispute
resolution services, drawing on
the firm’s wider expertise in IT
and technology, shipping and
the construction sector. The team
has also developed an active
international arbitration practice,
acting for a range of clients across
Europe. Practice head Susan
Howe – honoured as a Tier One
Leading Individual – specialises
in financial asset tracing and
freezing orders, often acting in
complex multi-party and crossjurisdictional litigation. She is
described as an “extremely bright
and creative litigator.” George
Festing is highlighted as another
key lawyer, as is Leah Heatley,
who is named as a Tier One Next
Generation Partner. Testimonials
say Muckle’s “dynamism and
tenacity compare very favourably
with litigation departments
across the country.” Further
clients include NG Bailey Group.
Ward Hadaway’s nine-partner
team offers a wide range of
commercial litigation services
to clients around Newcastle and
the North East, with particular
expertise in procurement
disputes, claims arising out of
PFI projects, investment disputes
and company law disputes.

The department is led by Peter
Hornsey, whose specialisms
include matters pertaining to
public sector fraud. Associate Joe
Kelley – named a Tier One Rising
Star – is another significant team
member with broad domestic and
international disputes experience.
Tier One Leading Individual Martin
Woodford is also commended,
as are Robert Glassford, Russell
Ward and Tim Toomey, the
latter admired for giving “110 per
cent to clients’ cases, with true
professionalism.” Descriptions of
Ward Hadaway’s wider team say
they are “leaders in PFI disputes”
and “true professionals from start
to finish with absolute knowledge
of every eventuality.” Key clients
include NHS England, Tees Esk and
Wear Valleys NHS Foundation Trust
and Virgin Money plc.

“WHAT MAKES
MUCKLE REALLY
SPECIAL IS THAT
THEY UNDERSTAND
THAT ULTIMATELY,
ANY DISPUTE
RESOLUTION
PROCESS HAS
TO ACHIEVE A
COMMERCIAL
OUTCOME FOR THE
CLIENT”
MUCKLE LLP

Drawing on the firm’s national and
international presence, the team
at Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP is able to advise large regional
corporates on the spectrum of
commercial litigation and dispute
resolution. Areas of expertise
include disputes relating to the
transport and chemicals sectors,
as well as pensions, contentious
procurement, financial services,
retail and energy. Tier One Leading
Individual Paul Stewart leads the
team and focuses on transport and
manufacturing sector disputes.
Other key lawyers are Richard
Collins and Joanna Bromhead
– who are both named as Tier
One Next Generation Partners –
alongside Jonny Gribben, Lucy
Bremner and Emma CampbellDanesh. Testimonials say the
firm “has strength of expertise
across a number of partners and
associates,” and that “Paul Stewart
and his team get to grips with
all aspects of the challenge and
become welcome additions to the
organisation remarkably quickly.”
Key clients include Arriva, GoAhead Group, IBM, Bombardier
and Network Rail.
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd has an
established banking and finance
litigation practice, which services
an impressive list of institutional
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clients before the English courts
and in international arbitration.
The group is co-led by magic
circle-trained lawyers Jane and
Toby Gibson, whose main areas
of expertise include financial
services and derivatives litigation,
as well as other banking disputes.
The duo are both named Tier
One Leading Individuals, with
Michael Reed another key lawyer.
Testimonials hail the business’
“strong reputation” and celebrate
staff for being “good at what
they do.” Key clients include ING
Bank, Credit Suisse, Capital One
(Europe) plc and Superdrug
Stores plc. Work highlights at the
business, which complements a
Newcastle West Road office with
a base in Hexham, include acting
for ING Bank NV in its recovery,
as Security Agent, of $700 million
following the insolvency of the
OW Bunker Group. The company
was founded in 1715.
Newcastle-based Sintons
LLP, noted for its partner-led
advice on litigation, specialises
in matters including the
enforcement of restrictive
covenants, the mis-selling of
financial products and highvalue highway infrastructure
claims. The team also draws on
the firm’s wider focus on the
healthcare sector, handling
disputes involving GPs and dental
practices. Angus Ashman heads
the department and leads on
many of the firm’s key matters.
He is described in testimonials as
being “professional, prompt with
his responses and helpful when
the going gets a little tense.”
Other key lawyers noted in the
Legal 500 report are Graeme
Ritzema, Lewis Couth, Aimee
Hubbard and Kevin Anderson.
Key clients include Newcastle
upon Tyne NHS Foundation Trust,
Cussins (North East) and Gainford
Group. Work highlights include
a high-value claim for financial
mis-selling by a ‘Big Four’ bank
and a high-value claim involving
property fraud by company
directors who diverted business
opportunities from the relevant
company.
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Newcastle’s Watson Burton LLP
represents major corporates
in the North East and across
the UK, often in technically
complex high-stakes claims.
Areas of expertise include
disputes relating to distressed
IT and outsourcing projects,
breach of directors’ duties
and unfair prejudice. The
team is led by Christopher
Graham, whose specialisms
include matters pertaining to
unlawful competition, misuse
of confidential information and
fraud, as well as employment
disputes. Other key lawyers
are listed as Anthony Rance,
Jacqueline Turner and Jill Dalkin.
Key clients include Northern
Powergrid (North East), Atkins,
the University of Sunderland
and AVG Power. Work highlights
include being instructed to bring
proceedings against two former
directors regarding their conduct
while in control of a business,
around allegations including
breaching directors’ duties,
breaches of trust and fraudulent
misrepresentation. Watson
Burton LLP, which is based in
Newcastle’s St James’ Gate, says
it can trace its roots in the North
back to 1811.
Led by founding partner Claire
Collinson – named a Tier One
Leading Individual – the group
at Claire Collinson Legal
specialises in claimant dispute
resolution in the financial
services and insurance sectors,
as well as pension mis-selling. In
addition to litigation, the group
is well-versed in mediation and
specialist redress schemes. Ian
Collinson joined the firm as a
consultant in May 2018, having
previously served as head of
commercial litigation at Ward
Hadaway. Helena Motherway is
listed as another key lawyer at
the company, which is based
at Bearl Farm, Stocksfield, in
Northumberland. Work highlights
include a retainer for Augusta
Ventures LLP in relation to a large
portfolio of pension mis-selling
complaints, advising Shiv Saaj
Investments on professional

NEXT GENERATION
PARTNERS
FINANCE: INSOLVENCY
AND CORPORATE
RECOVERY

Joanna Bromhead
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) Ltd

Richard Collins
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) Ltd

Leah Heatley
Muckle LLP

negligence and associated
contractual claims relating to a
commercial property in Watford,
and advising a client who was the
victim of authorised push payment
fraud. Further key clients include
Imperial Pharmaceuticals and
Broker Network.
The team at DWF has developed
a niche in defamation and
reputation matters, alongside an
active disputes practice, which
advises on matters such as team
moves, contracts and contentious
probate. The group, which is
capably led by associate David
Summerhayes – who has significant
experience in resolving commercial
disputes – works closely with the
firm’s IP and real estate litigation
teams, providing its clients with a
wide variety of dispute resolution
services. Alison Evans is noted as
another key lawyer at the firm,
which is based in Newcastle’s
Central Square South. Key clients
for the business include Northern
Gas and Power, Lidl UK, Allay (UK),
Jomast Developments and Brook
Green Capital. Work highlights for
the company include defending
injunction proceedings relating to
team moves involving more than
120 employees. Further instructions
listed by Legal 500 include
defending a claim for payment for
shortfall of orders and pursuing a
claim for unpaid commission.
Hay & Kilner’s practice takes a
partner-led approach to dispute
resolution, drawing on extensive
experience before the courts. Areas
of expertise include manufacturing
claims, procurement disputes,
director and shareholder disputes,
and disputes pertaining to insurers
and professional partnerships.
Lucy Gray, who specialises in
automotive, fashion and software
industry disputes, co-leads the
department alongside consultant
Martin Soloman. Other key lawyers
are Rodney Jones and Sara Malik.
Key clients for the business
include Indigo Software, Park Lane
Healthcare and Bonds Limited/
Bonds Foundry. Work highlights for
Hay & Kilner, which has offices in
Newcastle and Wallsend, include
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Advertising feature: Womble Bond Dickinson

NEXT GENERATION PARTNER
After a career in science, Charlotte Patterson-Ryan retrained as a lawyer and she is now a managing associate in
the agriculture team at Womble Bond Dickinson. She was named a Next Generation Partner in the Private Client:
Agriculture and Estates category in this year’s Legal 500

Tell us about your career?
My journey into law hasn’t been
conventional. I studied a degree
in genetics followed by a PhD in
biochemistry. After a couple of years
working in research, I looked to move into
law. After a work placement with Womble
Bond Dickinson (Dickinson Dees back
then), I retrained through a conversion
course in 2007 with the firm. The first
seat in my training contract was in the
Agriculture, Farms and Estates team. I
fell in love with it immediately. The role is
technical, demanding and interesting with
a whole range of clients.
What attracted you to law?
It was a careers adviser in St Andrews
University who first introduced me to the
legal profession, handing me a brochure
on law when I went to see them feeling
disillusioned with science. I still remember
my first law lecture and thinking that
things were finally falling into place. Also,
law and agricultural law, in particular, is
very tangible, you could be driving up the
A1 and pass clients and pieces of work
you’ve done, thinking ‘I helped save or
preserve that building or land.’ Agriculture
is such an important part of the rural
landscape and I feel that my
role contributes to the legacy
of the countryside.
What is your current role and what are
your main responsibilities?
I’m managing associate in the agriculture
team based within our private wealth
department. I work across a spectrum
of clients, looking after rural landowners,
estates, farmers and institutional clients
whose interests align with our department.
I also supervise trainee solicitors and look
after junior lawyers and paralegals. I’m
really passionate about this role as I feel
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it’s important to empower and encourage
the next generation, to nurture them for
the future and growth of the firm. I see
them as the ‘rising stars’ who are and will
continue to be so important to our firm.
How do you feel being named in this
year’s Legal 500?
I think it’s fantastic. It was great
getting recognition from my peers and
contemporaries congratulating me. But
what is particularly nice is to be namechecked by clients because they see that
you’re not just a lawyer, you’re a person.
That’s the beauty of working in this sector:
you build a relationship over the years,
you’re a friend not just a lawyer, so when
you’re recognised by your clients, you must
be doing something right.
How significant is the Legal 500 in the
legal sector?
Following the results, many of my
contemporaries contacted me on my
recognition, which I think demonstrates it’s
widely revered within the legal profession.
It’s also a good resource for clients, they
know who to come to and for the team, it’s
kind of a validation for the effort you’ve put
in and your commitment to your clients.
What has been your greatest career
highlight?
Becoming a trainee solicitor supervisor
because I’m really proud of everyone I’ve
looked after and seeing them grow to
become successful lawyers in their own
right. I’m genuinely proud of all of them,
they’re fantastic; they’ll be the future legacy
of Womble Bond Dickinson. It’s a privilege
to be asked to do it, particularly after I had
just come back from maternity leave
What has been your biggest challenge
and how have you overcome that?

My biggest challenge is switching from
lawyer mode to mum. It’s difficult to go
from negotiating a multi-million-pound
transaction to teaching my five-year-old to
read a Biff Chip and Kipper book!
And how do I get through that? With
patience, perseverance, and a sense of
humour.
Who or what inspires you?
My brother, Tim. He passed away a couple
of years ago from cancer. Watching him
face that diagnosis with such courage and
strength was a defining moment for me
personally. If you can watch someone you
love stare that down without flinching,
it gives you the strength to take almost
anything on.
What are your career goals?
To be partner is, of course, a clear
aspiration. It is a challenge juggling career
aspirations and being a mum. Fortunately,
the firm is very supportive of this, there
is agile working available and also, I have
been given an amazing mentor, Deborah
Jude, who has been intrinsic in helping me
progress professionally.
Being part of WBD is like being a part of
a ship that’s being steered by incredibly
focused, forward-thinking people and I’m
not prepared to miss the boat! To be a part
of that is incredibly exciting for any lawyer,
you get catapulted as a consequence of
the firm’s success.
It’s great that we’ve not allowed our
transatlantic corporate vision to undermine
our focus on, or support of, our clients
and their businesses in the North East –
something I know we will continue long
into the future.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Womble Bond Dickinson
www.womblebonddickinson.com
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advising on a complex dispute
with a minority shareholder
ahead of the sale of a business.
Further work includes providing
advice in relation to a dispute
with officials in a mainland
European country regarding
the levies applied to shipments
passing through the EU and
providing advice regarding
a claim against an adjoining
landowner for economic losses.
“Good, solid practical advice”,
which is a testament to the
“quality of staff” earn Jesmondbased Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
praise. The company’s team
handles a diverse caseload of
contentious matters for both
corporates and individuals in
the North East, as well as across
the country. Key areas for the
group include shareholder and
partnership disputes, contentious
probate and intellectual property
disputes. Practice head Stewart
Irvine – named as a Tier One
Leading Individual – has vast
experience across a wide variety
of commercial disputes. Other
key lawyers highlighted at the
Newcastle business are Susan
Roberts and Robyn Aisbitt, with
the latter commended for acting
in a “compassionate, professional
and reassuring” manner
alongside Stewart Irvine. Further
endorsement is given to the
team’s “joined-up” support and
its advice, which “complements
each area of the clients’ disputes.”
Key clients include Myco Foods,
LB Foster Rail Technologies (UK),
Schiedel Chimney Systems, Fresh
Couture and Northern Bear plc.
The team at Newcastle
commercial litigation boutique
TT Law is led by veteran
commercial litigator Kevin
Turnbull, whose expertise
includes pensions litigation,
competition and public inquiries.
Described in testimonials as
“technically excellent”, he is
further complimented for how
he “gets to the nub of matters
quickly.” “Exceptional litigator”
Neville Takiar is also praised
and named as a key lawyer at
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the business, which is based at
Cobalt 3.1. Further testimonials
applaud how the TT Law “team
is technically astute with
an overarching commercial
awareness.” Key clients include
major corporates, SMEs and
high-net-worth individuals,
such as FootLocker, END, Zara
Commercial, Alliantus Hotels
and Modis (an Adecco company).
Work highlights include
advising on waste management
arrangements at a global chain’s
Leicester store, which attracted
significant press interest, and
engaging with Modis, which is
part of the Adecco Group UK and
Ireland, in relation to multiple
breach of confidentiality and
restrictive covenant claims.

to work with”, she is also praised
for how she “deals with matters
quickly and in a no-nonsense
manner.” Other key lawyers noted
are Katie Barrett and Kelly Jordan,
who was promoted to partner in
2018 and is listed as a Tier One
Next Generation Partner. The
firm’s panel appointments include
the National Higher Education
Procurement Consortia and the
Crown Commercial Service. Key
clients include Soil Environmental
Services, Smith Marston and
Anglia Telecom Centres. Further
testimonials admire how the
“collection team responds very
quickly to queries.”

DEBT RECOVERY:
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Aberdein Considine
Short Richardson & Forth
Sintons LLP
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
BHP Law

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Tim Berg - Short Richardson & Forth
Beverley Oliver - Muckle LLP
Sue Pattie - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Kelly Jordan - Muckle LLP

The team at Newcastle’s Muckle
LLP handles debt recovery
matters alongside local and
national enforcement officers and
insolvency practitioners, using a
state-of-the-art debt collection
case management system,
which allows clients to track the
progress of their matters. The
team is led by Tier One Leading
Individual Beverley Oliver, who is
an expert in procedures for both
commercial and consumer debts.
Described as being “fantastic

“THE COLLECTION
TEAM RESPONDS
VERY QUICKLY TO
QUERIES AND USE
MULTIPLE METHODS
OF CHASING THE
CUSTOMER OFFERING
REGULAR UPDATES”

Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP’s multi-disciplinary
team includes lawyers, project
managers, technologists, data
analysts, knowledge managers and
operation professionals, providing
creditor clients with a wide range
of tools to collect their debts. The
team handles asset investigations
and reporting, tracing of debtors,
drafting and issuing claims and
enforcement matters. Team
leader and senior debt manager
Sue Pattie – named as a Tier One
Leading Individual – is instructed
by a wide variety of public and
private sector clients, including
charities. Other key lawyers are
Helen Vaughan and Lorna Casford.
Testimonials highlight how Sue
Pattie “is able to offer a number
of solutions, clearly defining the
benefits and pitfalls of each.”
Further commendation cites
the team’s “very proactive and
commercially aware” attitude,
with another client revealing
how its work was “handled swiftly
and smoothly (with) the team’s
specialist knowledge evident.”
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP operates two offices out of
Newcastle city centre.

MUCKLE LLP

The Newcastle offices of Scottish
firm Aberdein Considine house
a strong debt recovery practice,
which is active across the North
East. The group is most noted
for its expertise in secured and
unsecured debt recovery, with
clients including national banks
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and financial institutions. The
group is co-led by Myra Scott,
who is based in Glasgow, and
Newcastle-based Thomas Lillie,
while the volume debt recovery
offering is led by Darren Sanders,
who was appointed specialist
operations manager in 2018.
Other key lawyers are Isabel
Clough, Olwyn Rice and Victoria
Chatterton. Key clients include
Charter Court Financial Services,
Atom Bank, Admiral, Royal Bank
of Scotland and Virgin Money
plc. The business also works with
Computershare, with which it
has a long-standing relationship
that has been established for
approximately 25 years. Work
highlights include carrying out
unsecured litigation on behalf
of Admiral and acting on behalf
of Atom Bank in relation to
unsecured debt.
Debt collection specialisms at
Newcastle’s Short Richardson &
Forth include unpaid invoices,
rent and service charge
arrears, accelerated residential
repossessions and commercial
forfeitures. The group acts for
a range of clients, including
self-employed people, SMEs and
well-established private limited
companies. The team is led by
experienced litigator – and Tier
One Leading Individual – Tim
Berg, who has a strong track
record in recovering substantial
sums in liquidation cases where
HM Revenue & Customs is the
creditor. Other key lawyers are
Alexandra Withers and Sarah
Farish. The firm’s work highlights
include advising a client in
relation to unpaid invoices in
respect of milk purchased by
milk round owners. Further work
involves representing a client
in relation to unpaid invoices in
respect of timber purchased by
SME and sole trader businesses
and representing a client in
relation to rent arrears and
repossession proceedings in
respect of the properties the
client manages for landlords.
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employs hundreds of staff, with
nearly 100 partners.

Sintons LLP’s practice is
enhanced by an in-house debt
recovery IT system, which enables
the team to react quickly to
client instructions. The group is
experienced in both volume and
one-off high-value recovery, and
has developed a niche in assisting
energy brokers in the North East
with debt collection issues. Colin
Churchward leads the team, with
experience including County
Court claims against debtors,
the enforcement of County
Court judgments, bankruptcy
petitions and the enforcement
of money judgments outside
the jurisdiction. Work includes
the recovery of overpayment of
commission and the collection
of debts that become due from
a credit facility. The group’s
volume recoveries – 9000
instructions in seven months – is
also highlighted. With a history
stretching back more than 120
years, Sintons runs its Newcastle
head office from a site opposite
St James’ Park football stadium
on the city’s Barrack Road. It has
a further consulting office based
in York.
At Ward Hadaway, which runs
its office out of Sandgate House
on Newcastle’s historic Quayside,
Steven Petrie takes the lead on
debt recovery matters, advising
insolvency practitioners and
accountants on corporate and
personal insolvency issues. In
addition to collecting debts, the
group has extensive experience
in defending debtors. The team
is on a number of institutional
panels, including Crown
Commercial Services and NHS
Commercial Solutions, which
it counts as key clients. Ward
Hadaway was formed in 1988 in
Newcastle through the merging
of a number of smaller practices
on Tyneside. It continued to
expand in the North East over the
next 20 years, before opening an
office in Leeds in 2008. In 2012, it
opened a Manchester office that
provides “a true pan-Northern
network”, which it says it will
“continue to develop and invest in
for the benefit of clients.” The firm

“WORK WAS HANDLED
SWIFTLY AND
SMOOTHLY, AND THE
TEAM’S SPECIALIST
KNOWLEDGE IS
EVIDENT”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

The Darlington-based team at
BHP Law advises businesses
and individuals on contract
agreements, credit management
and debt recovery issues, drawing
on its strong relationships with
commercial landlords and
insolvency practitioners. In addition
to litigation expertise, the group
also has a strong grounding
in mediation. Associate Phil
Masters, who was promoted to
dispute resolution team leader
in October 2018, is the contact
to note. Rosie Woodward is
highlighted as another key lawyer.
Major clients for the company
are listed as Apollo Doors and
Industrial Cleaning Equipment
(Southampton). Work highlights
include providing ongoing debt
recovery for a company specialising
in the servicing and repairs of
commercial doors and providing
ongoing debt recovery services for
an industrial cleaning equipment
specialist. Tracing its roots back
to the 1800s, the business now
has a presence across the North
East, with its office in Darlington
complemented by further sites in
Stockton, Tynemouth, Newcastle
and Belmont, Durham.

FINANCE
BANKING AND FINANCE:
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Ward Hadaway

TIER 2
Sintons LLP
Watson Burton LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 3
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
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LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Louise Duffy - Muckle LLP
Julie Harrison - Ward Hadaway

RISING STARS
Nicola Nutley - Muckle LLP

Newcastle’s Muckle LLP earns
plaudits for its team’s “very
practical, helpful” nature and
how it “always provides excellent
client service.” The team offers
a spectrum of services to banks,
financial institutions, corporates
and individuals seeking financial
and fundraising advice. Key areas
of expertise include refinancing,
acquisition finance, turnarounds
and debt restructuring. The
“reliable” Louise Duffy – named
as a Tier One Leading Individual
– leads the team and earns praise
as “an excellent role model for
the team (who) has a great
level of experience.” Her team
includes senior associate and Tier
One Rising Star Nicola Nutley,
who is developing a niche in
healthcare funding and funding
into the registered provider
and education sectors. She is
commended as a “technical
expert who can always be relied
on to do an excellent job.” Other
key lawyers are Kevin Maloney
and Gail Bennett. Key clients
include HSBC UK Bank plc and
Newcastle Building Society.
Ward Hadaway’s practice, which
sits on the national panels for
Barclays Bank and Lloyds Bank,
provides a full service for funding
and securities matters. The team
provides sector-specific expertise
in areas such as construction
finance, corporate tax and state
aid. Its “broad level of experience
and cross-border transactions”
earn praise. The group is led by
Tier One Leading Individual Julie
Harrison, whose clients include
lenders, debt funders, private
equity houses and public sector
funders. Other key lawyers noted
are Imogen Holland and Simon
Errington. Key clients for the
business include Barclays Bank
plc, Santander UK plc, Royal Bank
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of Scotland plc/NatWest Bank plc,
Allied Irish Bank and FW Capital.
Work highlights include advising
Inn Collection Group on the
refinancing of its debt facility and
acting for the North East Fund
in relation to a £60 million loan
from the European Investment
Bank as part of the £145 million
Investment Fund.
Real estate finance is a real area
of expertise for the team at
Newcastle’s Sintons LLP, which
is instructed by a wide variety
of banking sector lenders and
borrowers, including commercial
landlords. The group is also noted
for its work in the healthcare
and education sectors, acting for
GPs and dentists as borrowers.
Practice head Jane Meikle has
significant experience in real
estate finance borrower work,
but also often handles work
for lenders. David Ferguson
was promoted to partner in
February 2019. The pair receive
congratulations for their “firstclass” work, with the team
“considered one of the most
knowledgeable firms in this
sector in the North East.” Alok
Loomba is referenced as another
key lawyer. Key clients include
Lloyds Bank plc, AIB Group (UK)
plc, Valens Medical Partnership,
Santander UK plc and Gainford
Hotel Group. Its work highlights
include advising AIB Group UK
on the management buyout of
Clavis IDS.
Watson Burton LLP advises
borrowers and lenders, investors
and investee companies,
with expertise in a variety of
financings, including assetbacked lending, acquisition
finance, venture capital and
private equity funding. The group
is led by private equity specialist
Duncan Reid, while Naren Deen
leads on real estate finance. Paul
Wigham is another key lawyer.
Key clients include Everflow
Group, LOK Developments, BGF
Plc and Northstar Ventures. Its
work highlights include advising
Accelerated Digital Ventures
on a significant number of

investments in scale-up technology
businesses, totalling over £50.5
million on investments in PushDR,
Snap 40, Healthera, UK Settled,
Perlego, Lingumi, Move GB, Chargifi
and Tradeteq. Further work involves
advising Northstar Ventures
on investment deals in 2018
equating to around £1.5 million
worth of funding (both debt and
equity based) for high growth
North East tech businesses and
advising on a £3 million refinance
for ITPS Holdings Limited and IT
Professional Services Limited.

“CLIENTS ARE
NOT GRADUALLY
PUSHED DOWN THE
PECKING ORDER
AS A TRANSACTION
PROGRESSES AS SO
OFTEN HAPPENS
WITH LARGER FIRMS”
MINCOFFS SOLICITORS
LLP

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP handles work for a variety
of regional private equity and
banking clients (as borrowers,
lenders, investors and investees),
with expertise spanning the
manufacturing, consumer debt,
real estate and education sectors.
Legal 500 Hall of Fame inductee
John Ralph specialises in property
finance and co-heads the team
alongside secured lending expert
John Connor. Key clients are
Santander UK plc, HSBC Bank plc,
Cairngorm Capital, NorthEdge
Capital and the Department for
Education. Highlights include work
with the Department of Education
as sole adviser on 13 college
mergers and restructurings over
the course of a year. Further work
includes advising British Engines
on the negotiation and agreement
of three bilateral parallel revolving
credit agreements between a
number of banks and certain
other subsidiaries of the parent,
together with a complex security
trust arrangement and related
intercreditor issues, and acting for
Europa Debt Lux in relation to a
loan.
The practice at Mincoffs Solicitors
LLP, which sits within the firm’s
corporate and commercial
property department, has a
particular focus on borrower and
investee mandates. Receiving
acclaim for its “good availability
and partner involvement,”
the group is instructed on a
variety of banking and finance
transactions by both domestic and
international clients. Paul Hughes,
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who earns commendation for
being “excellent at explaining the
finer, technical points on facility
agreements and other banking
documents” to clients, leads
the team while also advising on
secured and unsecured facilities,
asset finance, structured debt
and leveraged finance deals.
John Nicholson, Ryan Bannon
and Peter Robinson are other key
lawyers. The group gains further
acclaim for the way “clients are
not gradually pushed down the
pecking order as a transaction
progresses, as so often happens
with larger firms.” Key clients
include Cairn Hotel Group,
Lugano Group, Danieli Group,
Woodbury Equity Holdings and
High Street Group.

INSOLVENCY AND CORPORATE
RECOVERY:
TIER 1
Eversheds Sutherland (International)
LLP
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Clarke Mairs LLP
Muckle LLP
Short Richardson & Forth

TIER 3
Archers Law LLP
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Paul Dutton - Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP
Julian Gill - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Susan Mairs - Clarke Mairs LLP
Peter Maxwell - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Michael Stevens - Tilly Bailey & Irvine

The group at Eversheds
Sutherland (International) LLP
is able to draw on the firm’s
wider restructuring expertise,
often working closely with the
banking, private equity, pensions,
employment, real estate and
regulatory teams. It also has a
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strong non-performing loan (NPL)
portfolio practice. The team is led
by non-contentious restructuring
and insolvency expert Paul
Dutton, who is named as a
Tier One Leading Individual.
Key clients of the Newcastlebased firm are HSBC Bank plc,
Clydesdale Bank plc, Lloyds Bank
plc, Pepper (UK), KPMG, PwC,
EY and Deloitte. Work highlights
include acting for KRE North East
in the pre-pack sale of Express
Managed Services Limited, a
manufacturing business, back
to the existing management
team. Further work includes
acting for the administrators
in the sale of property owned
by Dual Compendium Limited,
a shopfitting business based
in the North East, and acting
for the administrators in the
administration of Thos Proctor
& Sons.
Ward Hadaway’s “fabulously
dedicated, client focused and
commercial” team receives
praise for its work around
all aspects of personal and
corporate, contentious and
non-contentious insolvency.
The group is also instructed on
restructuring and post-formal
insolvency matters, transactions,
investigations and claims in
no-asset insolvencies. Clients
include ‘Big Four’ accountancy
firms and major insolvency
practitioners. The department is
co-led by Jane Garvin and Steven
Petrie, with the former earning
appreciation for her “excellent
input and advice,” and how she
is “able to introduce responsive
insolvency practitioners around
the country.” The latter is
“extremely approachable and
works with his clients for the best
results.” Laura Keegan is another
key lawyer. Key clients include
Mazars, RSM, Baker Tilley Creditor
Services, KPMG, Begbies Traynor,
Grant Thornton, Deloitte and
FRP. Highlights include acting
for RSM Restructuring Advisory
LLP, the administrators of NJM
Clothing Limited, in the leading
case looking at the process of
appointing an administrator.

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
FINANCE: INSOLVENCY
AND CORPORATE
RECOVERY

Paul Dutton
Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP

Julian Gill
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

Peter Maxwell
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

Susan Mairs
Clarke Mairs LLP

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s team leverages the firm’s
strong national presence, with
expertise in restructuring matters,
including directors’ duties, debt
and securities restructuring, the
sale and purchase of distressed
or insolvent businesses, asset
recovery for creditors and
insolvency practitioners and the
disqualification of directors. Julian
Gill leads the non-contentious
restructuring and insolvency
practice and the asset recovery
team alongside Peter Maxwell.
Both are listed as Tier One Leading
Individuals. Sally Dallow is another
key lawyer. Clients include Lloyds
Banking Group, Santander, RSM
and the Insolvency Service. Work
highlights include acting for the
Secretary of State for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy
in successfully winding up UK
and overseas companies on
public interest grounds following
investigations by the Insolvency
Service. Further work includes
acting for the joint administrators
of J. Hughes Construction Limited
to novate construction contracts,
preserving the business and
employment of company staff and
maximising recoveries for creditors.
Clarke Mairs LLP services
practitioners and other
stakeholders in the insolvency
process, predominantly acting
in contentious insolvency cases.
The group has also developed
a practice in non-contentious
restructuring and turnaround work.
Co-practice head Susan Mairs
– named a Legal 500 Tier One
Leading Individual – often acts in
high-value claims against multiple
respondents and has experience
in conducting mediations. After
qualifying as a solicitor in 1998,
Susan has subsequently specialised
in all areas of insolvency. She
was a partner at an established
practice, which she left to set up
Clarke Mairs LLP in October 2007.
Paul Rushworth, who qualified
as a solicitor in 2003, co-leads
the team and handles both
contentious and non-contentious
cases. He left the practice he had
trained with to help establish
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Clarke Mairs LLP in 2007. Other
key lawyers are Louise Ager and
Clare Summerhayes. Clarke Mairs
LLP is based on Hood Street, in
Newcastle.
Muckle LLP’s team is frequently
instructed by insolvency
practitioners on complex prepack administrations, in addition
to advising businesses in distress
and secured lenders on debt
recovery. The multi-disciplinary
team combines restructuring
and insolvency specialists with
experts in other areas, such as
real estate, employment, and
banking and finance. Practice
head Kelly Jordan focuses on
transactional corporate recovery
work, with her highlights
including advising Dynamic
Distance Learning on the sale of
its business and assets prior to
going into creditors’ voluntary
liquidation. Testimonials praise
how the “team is extremely
knowledgeable in the insolvency
and corporate recovery side
of work,” and how members
are “very proactive with their
assessment of any issues that
may arise.” Key clients include
RSM Restructuring Advisory LLP.
Key highlights include helping
to save around 30 jobs when it
supported O’Brien Aggregate
Marsden’s acquisition of Marsden
Quarry following the collapse of
civil engineering firm Owen Pugh.
Short Richardson & Forth
secures approval for its “tightknit, knowledgeable team,”
which handles “heavyweight
insolvency litigation” that often
includes detailed and forensic
investigations, leading to claims
such as misfeasance, preference
claims and asset and receiptbased claims. The group defends
directors against accusations of
civil wrongdoing by insolvency
office-holders and disqualification
proceedings. With a focus on
contentious insolvency recovery
actions, fraud, modern chancery
contentious work and high-value
contract litigation, the team is
led by the “unflappable” Tim
Berg. Alexandra Withers, “an
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energetic, knowledgeable and
practical litigator,” is another key
lawyer. Work highlights include
investigating and pursuing claims
for a liquidation of a fraudulent
payroll company that was
engaged in MTIC metal fraud.
Further work includes acting
for a liquidator of a company
engaged in the importation and
sale of alcohol and acting for a
trustee in bankruptcy in realising
the assets of the debtor with
issues concerning capacity of the
bankrupt.
Archers Law LLP is instructed
by insolvency practitioners on a
variety of contentious and noncontentious matters, including
transactions, liquidations
and bankruptcy proceedings.
Team head Kenton Bazeley
joined the team in July 2018.
Other key lawyers are Helen
Lyne and Richard Flounders.
References endorse the team’s
“great connections with local
business” and add staff have a
“good sense of the commercial
realities in which their clients
operate and always look for
the best commercial solution
for their clients.” Praise for its
“tight-knit, knowledgeable” status
is matched by commendation
for Richard Flounders, who
is “dogged in seeking to get
the best result for his clients.”
Work highlights include a
statutory demand and winding
up petition in respect of a
personal guarantee, a claim
against a director in respect
of breached directors’ duties,
and the proposed liquidation
of a company and potential
bankruptcy of an individual.
Archers Law LLP is based in
Stockton.
The team at Jesmond-based
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP is
predominantly focused on
transactions, providing advice
on complex structures and
arrangements for companies
in administration. The group is
led by corporate lawyer John
Nicholson, who has significant
experience in non-contentious

corporate recovery and insolvency
issues, particularly acting in the
sale or acquisition of distressed
businesses. Other key lawyers are
Paul Hughes, Stewart Irvine and
Peter Robinson. Its key clients
include RSM Restructuring
Advisory LLP, RMT Business
Advisors and Accountants,
Homecare Plus, Hotel 52 Group,
MJF Facilities Management and
FRP Advisory. Highlights include
the team acting for Homecare
Plus in relation to its pre-pack
acquisition by Homecare Plus of
the domiciliary care businesses
of both Nurtured Care Limited (in
administration) and Age Concern
Newcastle (in administration) in
separate transactions at different
times. Elsewhere, the firm advised
Hotel 52 Group regarding the
acquisition of the Parkmore Hotel,
in Yarm, from its administrators.

“A TIGHT-KNIT,
KNOWLEDGEABLE
TEAM, HANDLING
HEAVYWEIGHT
INSOLVENCY
LITIGATION”
SHORT RICHARDSON
AND FORTH

Work for insolvency practitioners
and medium-sized companies
is at the core of Tilly Bailey &
Irvine’s practice, but it also advises
individuals, larger companies and
lenders on a range of insolvency
matters, including bankruptcy,
insolvency, liquidations,
restructurings and receiverships.
The group is led by corporate
specialist Craig Malarkey. Other
key lawyers are Michael Stevens
– noted as a Tier One Rising Star –
Nigel Broadbent and Sara Garnett.
Its work highlights include a
successful application for orders
granting permission for directors
to use a prohibited name under
Section 216 of the Insolvency Act
1986. It also lists acting for the
joint administrators of a haulage
company in respect of a pre-pack
sale, debt recovery and director
misfeasance and acting for the
joint liquidators in respect of
preference payments and illegal
dividends of a company in the
solar energy industry. The firm
has offices in Stockton, Wynyard,
Hartlepool and Barnard Castle,
County Durham.
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HUMAN RESOURCES
EMPLOYMENT:
TIER 1
Collingwood Legal
Eversheds Sutherland (International)
LLP
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Muckle LLP
Sintons LLP
Watson Burton LLP

TIER 3
Baines Wilson LLP
Burnetts
DWF
Hay & Kilner

TIER 4
Archers Law LLP
DAC Beachcroft LLP
David Gray Solicitors LLP
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Short Richardson & Forth
Swinburne Maddison

TIER 5
Cartmell Shepherd

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Jamie Gamble - Ward Hadaway
Christopher Graham - Watson Burton
LLP
Shirley Hall - Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP
Paul Johnstone - Collingwood Legal
Paul McGowan - Collingwood Legal
Tony McPhillips - Muckle LLP
Paul Scope - Ward Hadaway
James Wilders - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Lorraine Heard - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Jane Sinnamon - Collingwood Legal
Jackie Turner - Watson Burton LLP
Jessie Uppal - Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP
Graham Vials - Ward Hadaway

RISING STARS
Suzanne Caveney - Eversheds
Sutherland (International) LLP
Ailsa Hobson - Sintons LLP
Alan Kennedy - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Charlotte McBride - Collingwood Legal
Kerry Waters - Watson Burton LLP

Newcastle boutique employment
law firm Collingwood Legal is
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recognised for its expertise in
dealing with complex, highend disputes, particularly in the
education and not-for-profit
sectors. In addition, the practice
is increasingly instructed by
manufacturing, food and sport
clients. Led by Tier One Leading
Individual Paul McGowan, the
team of employment-focused
practitioners includes specialists
in discrimination, #metoo-related
cases and whistleblowing, as
well as significant experience
in training. Notable names are
Tier One Leading Individual Paul
Johnstone, recently-promoted
senior associate and Tier One
Next Generation Partner Jane
Sinnamon and associate and
Tier One Rising Star Charlotte
McBride. Other key lawyers
are Alexandra Besnard and
Helen Scott. Key clients include
Eothen Homes, Rettig UK,
Emmanuel Schools Foundation,
Orbis Support and Projector
Brand Communications. Work
highlights include advising
an industrial manufacturing
company throughout protracted
internal disciplinary proceedings
and its defence of an unfair
dismissal claim from a (former)
remote sales employee of French
nationality.
Primarily working for employers,
Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP’s experienced
team has a range of specialists
who work in sectors including
energy, manufacturing and
transport. Practice head and Tier
One Leading Individual Shirley
Hall has particular expertise with
gender pay gap and equal pay
work, while principal associate
and Tier One Next Generation
Partner Jessie Uppal specialises
in immigration and Brexit-related
advice. Also notable in the
team is associate and Tier One
Rising Star Suzanne Caveney,
who frequently assists clients
with pension scheme changes.
Other key lawyers are Victoria
Vallely and David Williams. Key
clients include the BBC, Tata
Global Beverages, Nestle UK,
Nissan Motor Manufacturing

and Northumberland County
Council. The Newcastle firm’s
work highlights include preparing,
conducting and successfully
defending high-profile proceedings
on behalf of Northumbria Police
in unfair dismissal, whistleblowing,
sex discrimination, disability
discrimination and victimisation
and representing Northumberland
County Council with two separate
employment tribunal claims.

“STRENGTH IN
DEPTH (WITH)
EXPERIENCED,
PRAGMATIC
LAWYERS”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

Newcastle’s Ward Hadaway’s
“very proactive” team and its
“practical approach to problemsolving” earns praise. The team is
experienced in contentious and
non-contentious employment law
matters across sectors including
social housing, manufacturing,
High Court work and trade union
issues. Acting mainly for employers,
practice heads Jamie Gamble and
Paul Scope – who are both named
as Tier One Leading Individuals
– lead a team that was boosted
by the additions of associate
James English, who arrived from
Hempsons, as well as solicitors
Francesca Hawker, from Watson
Burton LLP, and Alex Clark, from
Square One Law. Also notable is
education employment specialist
and Tier One Next Generation
Partner Graham Vials. Stuart Craig
is another key lawyer. Key clients
include Newcastle United Football
Company, Newcastle College
Group, Story Homes, Merck Sharp
and Dohme, Connect Health
and Tees Esk & Wear Valleys NHS
Foundation Trust. Work highlights
include advising Home Group on
various contested TUPE transfers.
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP specialises in a range of
sectors including technology,
retail, healthcare, education and
chemicals. The team is led by
unfair dismissal and discrimination
claims expert and Tier One
Leading Individual James Wilders,
who receives commendation
for being “very practical.” He can
call on equal pay and gender
pay gap specialist and Tier One
Next Generation Partner Lorraine
Heard. Also notable is associate
and Tier One Rising Star Alan
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Kennedy, who is experienced
in tribunal representation, and
Hilary du Randt. Key clients
include AIG, Formica, IBM United
Kingdom, Network Rail, NHS
Digital, Northern Powergrid and
Sainsbury’s Supermarkets. Work
highlights include advising on
the closure of one of a holiday
company’s two head offices,
involving the redundancy of more
than 100 members of staff. The
work included detailed advice
on the election of employee
representatives, conduct
of collective consultations
with those representatives
and preparing employee
communications.
Chris Maddock leads a team at
Muckle LLP that gains accolades
for demonstrating “a specialised
understanding of the education
sector, particularly regarding
multi academy trusts,” and
providing solutions that are
“pragmatic and well thought
out.” Its team includes Tier
One Leading Individual Tony
McPhillips, who is particularly
well-known for his national
sports-related employment
practice, and solicitor Roland
Fairlamb, who joined from
Swinburne Maddison in 2018.
The firm has a range of expertise
in the area, from executive
appointments and terminations
to inquiries and investigations,
as well as offering bespoke
employment law training. The
team acts for employers in
major commercial fields, notably
educational institutions, sporting
organisations and charities. Jill
Donabie is another key lawyer.
Key clients include Sunderland
Association Football Club, The
Football Association, Bishop
Auckland College and Durham
Cricket CIC. Highlights include
advising a manufacturing client
on all employment law aspects
of a factory-wide restructure
covering 250-plus employees.
Sintons LLP’s employment
practice “genuinely wants to get
to know the client and tailor their
service to its needs,” and “works
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hard to understand requirements
and give advice based on risk.”
It is led by Keith Land, whose
extensive experience includes
re-organisations, strategic advice,
TUPE and discrimination. He can
call on the expertise of associate
and Tier One Rising Star Ailsa
Hobson, newly-promoted partner
Donna Anderson and associate
Angela Carver, who joined from
Samuel Phillips Law Firm in
2019. The team focuses on the
areas of construction, healthcare,
education and charities, as well
as specialising in offshore and
marine services. Clients include
Eleven Arches, Newcastle upon
Tyne NHS Foundation Trust, The
Percy Hedley Foundation and
Hodgson Sayers Limited. Helping
to steer Eleven Arches through
the £31 million Bishop Aucklandbased Kynren outdoor theatre
show, which charts 2000 years
of English history in volunteerled performances, is a particular
highlight for the company.
Watson Burton LLP focuses on
risk management, project work
and litigation. Tier One Leading
Individual Christopher Graham
leads a practice whose areas of
expertise include TUPE, executive
terminations and day-to-day
tribunal work. Notable in the
team are litigation specialist and
Tier One Next Generation Partner
Jackie Turner, experienced
associate and Tier One Rising
Star Kerry Waters and solicitor
Kayleigh Mountford, who joined
from Newtons Solicitors Limited
and specialises in injunctive
relief cases. Testimonials hail the
team’s “highly professional yet
very personable” approach, and
Christopher Graham’s “in-depth
commercial understanding
and approach to employment
law.” Clients include David
Allen Chartered Accountants,
University of Sunderland,
Academies Enterprise Trust and
TT2. Work highlights for the
Newcastle firm include acting on
behalf of Academies Enterprise
Trust in employment tribunal
proceedings brought by a
teacher for breach of the duty to

make reasonable adjustments and
instructions to act on the sale of a
national training provider.
Carlisle-based Baines Wilson
LLP earns praise for being “very
approachable, engaging and
professional,” and for being a
business that “knows its stuff and
is always at hand to listen when
help is required.” Its team acts
for employers with day-to-day
advice, managing sickness absence
and TUPE support. The team,
led by Joanne Holborn, also has
expertise in the dismissal of senior
executives and discrimination
cases, with Tom Scaife and
Caroline Rayner particularly
experienced in the latter. The
practice was strengthened by the
arrival of solicitor Paul Carson,
from R.P Crawford & Co Solicitors,
in 2018. Further testimonials hail
the fact “there is a great feeling
of inclusiveness and no problem
is too small or too great,” with
the company’s team offering
“practical advice, rather than just
legal and (the) straightforward.”
Founded in 1999, Baines Wilson LLP
complements its office in Carlisle
with a base in Lancaster.

“HIGHLY
PROFESSIONAL YET
VERY PERSONABLE,
THE TEAM
UNDERSTANDS
THE NEEDS OF THE
BUSINESS, AS WELL
AS THE CULTURE AND
VALUES”
WATSON BURTON LLP

Natalie Ruane leads the
team at Burnetts that is “very
knowledgeable and professional
and works hard with clients to
ensure it delivers the correct result.”
It specialises in employment
advice related to the education
sector. Notable in the team is
Nigel Crebbin, who oversees the
commercial side of the firm’s
employment offering and is
cited for being “professional,
knowledgeable, hard-working
and willing to go the extra mile to
ensure he delivers for his clients.”
Further praise identifies how he
“quickly understands the issues
and offers the correct solutions
to those issues.” Recentlypromoted associate Anna Lovett
adds expertise in disability
discrimination employment
tribunal claims, where she acts on
the employee side. Its key clients
include Cumbria Education Trust,
Cumbria Waste Group, Tullie House
Museum and Art Gallery, Eden
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Housing Association and Furness
Academy. Work highlights
include representing Cumbria
Education Trust in its acquisition
of Whitehaven Academy from the
Bright Tribe Trust.
DWF’s practice is led by senior
associate Stephen Cairns, who
specialises in advice to public
and private sector employers
on complex HR processes and
tribunal claims. Associate Seema
Ahmed joined the team from
Short Richardson & Forth in 2019.
She brings litigation experience,
notably in tribunal cases, as well
as equal pay and union disputes.
Clients include Ipsos, Watts Water
Technologies, Q-Park, Yodel, The
Automobile Association, Lambert
Smith Hampton, Northern Gas &
Power and Learning Curve Group.
Highlights at the Newcastle firm
include advice to Immotion
Group on its listing as a plc and
in particular the employment
aspects of that transaction
including redundancy advice,
production of and negotiation of
service agreements, production
of settlement agreements and
TUPE advice. Further support
includes advising Learning
Curve Group on its acquisition of
Profound Group providing – from
an employment law perspective
– due diligence, advice on risk
management and the production
of service agreements.
Hay & Kilner specialises in acting
for employers in contentious
and non-contentious work,
notably re-organisations,
corporate support and training.
The firm is also experienced in
termination packages, as well
as representing executives in
certain matters. Neil Dwyer leads
a “responsive and supportive”
team that includes Sarah
Furness and Sarah Hall, who is
described as “very professional
and knowledgeable (and) highly
recommended.” Testimonials
celebrate the team’s “ability to
grasp your problem immediately
and provide practical solutions
either proactively or as a
result of challenges within
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the workplace reactively.” The
business counts clients across
a number of sectors, including
care, construction and civil
engineering, haulage and
logistics, petrochemicals and
automotive. Highlights include
advising on the employment
aspects of a hive-up of three care
home businesses into a group
parent company, including
TUPE advice and support, and
strategic HR advice and support
to a petrochemicals company
that successfully avoided any
employment tribunal claims.
Elizabeth Casey, described as
offering “practical, solutionfocused and timely advice,”
leads the practice at Archers
Law LLP, which is known for
its commercial support and
restrictive covenant work.
The firm has experience in
contentious tribunal cases
and non-contentious matters,
specialising in advising employer
clients on TUPE, internal
procedure and redundancy.
Receiving praise for being “very
well connected with the local
community for both business and
personal affairs,” the firm is also
championed for being “friendly,
accessible, knowledgeable
and keen to work on mutually
beneficial, creative solutions to
challenges.” Key clients include
S&G Watson, Isotank Services Ltd,
Boasso UK Ltd, TC Industries of
Europe Ltd, Cleveland Alzheimers
Residential Centre Ltd, Teesside
Industrial Controls Ltd, Carroll
& Meynell Transformers Ltd, The
Montessori People Limited and
Wynyard Hall Ltd. Work highlights
include collective consultation
resulting in two sites closing and
saving the ongoing operation of
another site for the Cleveland
Alzheimers Residential Centre.
Best known for its employment
tribunal service, DAC Beachcroft
LLP also has expertise in equal
pay claims, TUPE transfers
and capability cases involving
doctors and executives in the
NHS. Guy Bredenkamp leads
the team and specialises in

major organisational changes,
as well as industrial action. Also
notable is associate Sarah George,
who has particular experience in
employment disputes. Acclaim for
its team’s “very professional and
commercial thinking” approach
is matched by compliments for
how “advice is always consistent
and mindfully given”, with “no
problem too big or too small.”
The healthcare sector provides
a number of key clients, with
NHS England, Northumbria
Healthcare NHS Foundation
Trust, City Hospitals Sunderland
NHS Foundation Trust, North
West Boroughs Healthcare NHS
Foundation Trust, East Lancashire
Hospitals NHS Trust, North
Cumbria University Hospitals NHS
Trust and Greater Manchester
Mental Health NHS Foundation
Trust on the Newcastle company’s
list. EE and BT are also work
partners.

“ITS STRENGTH IS
THE WAY IN WHICH
EACH ISSUE PUT TO IT
IS APPROACHED IN A
SOLID PROFESSIONAL
MANNER AND
WITH THE UTMOST
INTEGRITY”
MINCOFFS SOLICITORS
LLP

A specialist in immigration work,
David Gray Solicitors LLP has
particular expertise in entrepreneur
visas and assisting foreign nationals
with setting up businesses in the
UK. Bryony Rest leads the team
that has increasing experience
with tech companies, as well as
the complex cross-border issues
around immigration. The company
has offices in Newcastle and South
Shields.
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP offers
experience in contentious work in
courts and tribunals. The firm acts
for claimants and respondents, as
well as advising clients on day-today issues including disciplinary
procedures, re-organisations
and executive terminations. The
“second-to-none” Nick Smith leads
the practice and is described as
“the epitome of an employment
solicitor.” The company has a
client base that ranges from
public limited companies to large
SMEs and individual clients. Also
notable in the team is associate
Robyn Aisbitt. Further testimonials
highlight how the firm’s strength
comes from “the way in which
each issue put to it is approached
in a solid professional manner
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and with the utmost integrity.”
Key clients include All Saints
Development, LB Foster Rail
Technologies, Perfect Image, Tech
Fluid UK and Yeshiva Lezeirim
Preparatory Academy. Highlights
include acting as the primary
external employment law advisor
for Total Jobs Limited on a variety
of complex employment law
issues.
Short Richardson & Forth
specialises in contentious work,
acting primarily for claimants.
On the defendant side, the firm
has experience representing
SMEs and plcs. Practice head
Max Winthrop leads a team that
includes discrimination and TUPE
expert David Gibson. From its
base in Newcastle, the company’s
teams have specialised in
providing legal support to clients
for almost 40 years.

Acting for employers and
employees, Durham-based
firm Swinburne Maddison
specialises in litigation,
particularly in matters arising
from the education sector.
The “outstanding” Jonathan
Moreland leads the practice and
is “extremely knowledgeable
and professional.” His team was
boosted by the arrival of solicitor
Sharney Randhawa, who joined
in 2018 from Bindmans LLP and
has expertise in professional
discipline. Praise is given to a “very
personal and friendly company,”
a team that “shows knowledge
and compassion, making all
legal issues clear in an easy to
understand way,” and a service
that is “efficient, professional
and worth every penny.”
Key clients include Durham
Cathedral, Ramside Estates,
Durham City Rugby Football
Club, The Enquire Learning
Trust, Hargreaves Services, Clever
Clogs Day Nurseries Limited and
Derwentside Trust for Sport and
the Arts. The firm’s highlights
include successfully representing
a client in claims brought by a
former employee relating to a
‘heat of the moment’ resignation.
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Cumbria and Northumberland
firm Cartmell Shepherd handles
contentious and non-contentious
employment matters, notably
handling data protection work
and providing corporate support
for mergers and acquisitions
and transfers. Experienced
discrimination specialist Joanne
Stronach is practice head and
is able to call on the litigation
expertise of director Mark
Aspin for further support. Also
notable is Claire Davies, who has
particular experience in corporate
related work, advising on the
employee aspects of acquisitions,
disposals and company reorganisations. The company has
more than 200 years’ experience
of providing legal services in the
region and represents businesses
and individuals locally, as well
as and throughout the UK. The
business has a strong Cumbrian
presence, with offices in Penrith,
Brampton and Dovenby, near
Cockermouth, complemented
by two sites in Carlisle. It has
a further base in Haltwhistle,
Northumberland.

expert in the high hazard energy
area. Clients include Mitchells &
Butlers plc, VPS UK, Sembcorp,
Kingspan, Leeds University, DFDS
and Sir Robert McAlpine. Work
highlights include acting on
behalf of DFDS in respect of a
criminal investigation brought by
the Health and Safety Executive
following the death of a security
guard employed by a thirdparty company. Further work
includes acting on behalf of Turriff
Contractors Limited following a
serious gas explosion and advising
Forterra plc on a health and safety
executive prosecution.

HEALTH AND SAFETY:
TIER 1
Eversheds Sutherland (International)
LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Tim Hill - Eversheds Sutherland
(International) LLP
Stuart Wardlaw - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

Specialising in preventative
works and training, Eversheds
Sutherland (International) LLP is
particularly active for diversified
industrial manufacturing clients
and construction clients. It
increasingly provides proactive
consultancy, assurance and
governance, as well as notable
expertise in compliance reviews.
Hall of Fame inductee Kevin
Elliott is the national head of the
health and safety team, while
Tier One Leading Individual Tim
Hill leads in the North and is an

“THE TEAM SHOWS
KNOWLEDGE AND
COMPASSION,
MAKING ALL LEGAL
ISSUES CLEAR
IN AN EASY TO
UNDERSTAND WAY”
SWINBURNE MADDISON

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
has experience acting in highprofile investigations and potential
prosecutions, notably involving fire
safety and building safety issues.
In addition, the transatlantic firm
provides a range of contentious
and non-contentious services,
including strategic board level,
enforcement and operational
advice. Tier One Leading
Individual Stuart Wardlaw leads
the regulatory and environment
team and has expertise in advising
industrial, commercial and public
sector clients on various aspects
of environmental, health and
safety and related regulatory
law. Key clients include Vauxhall
Motors (Groupe PSA), Huntsman,
Innovia, Lotte Chemicals, Chemoxy
International, Fine Organics,
Bellway, Banks Group, The
Education and Skills Funding
Agency and Augean plc. Womble
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP was
formed from the strategic alliance
between Bond Dickinson LLP
and Womble Carlyle Sandridge &
Rice LLP in 2017. It operates two
Newcastle offices, with its base on
the Quayside at St Ann’s Wharf
complemented by a Broad Chare
site.
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PENSIONS:
TIER 1
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Irwin Mitchell
Neon Legal

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Tushar Bhate - Neon Legal
Suzanne Duff - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Kate Byers - Irwin Mitchell

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s team “is easy to deal
with, has the necessary range
of experience and skills and is
accessible,” while being “very
professional, very reactive (and)
always available.” The Newcastle
firm has contentious and noncontentious expertise, with
notable experience in the public
and voluntary sector pensions
field. Its team advises trustees
and sponsoring employers of
UK pension schemes and is
led by Martin Poore, who has
a particular focus on corporate
and scheme restructuring. His
team includes Tier One Leading
Individual Suzanne Duff, who
“has created an excellent team,
who work together seamlessly
to provide a superb service.”
She works for a wide range
of companies and pension
scheme trustees, specialising in
regulatory matters. Her noncontentious work is primarily
based on advising employers on
restructuring their organisations,
liability management and
winding up pension schemes.
Womble’s key clients include
Procter & Gamble, IBM and Sabic
UK Petrochemicals Limited.
The pensions team at Irwin
Mitchell is best known for its
legal advisory service for trustees
and sponsoring employers
of occupational pension
schemes. It also has expertise
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in documentation and scheme
governance. Martin Jenkins
leads the national practice
from London, while senior
associate and Tier One Next
Generation partner Kate Byers
is head of pension documents
in Newcastle and specialises
in drafting pension scheme
documentation and providing
technical support. Testimonials
say it “takes a practical and
pragmatic approach” and has a
team that is “very approachable
and works to identify a realistic
solution.” Key clients include
PAN Trustees Limited. Highlights
include advising the trustees of
a care home provider’s pension
arrangement in relation to the
scheme’s merger with a pension
arrangement sponsored by a
national health care association.
Further work includes provision
of legal support for trustees of a
North East housing association’s
pension scheme to ensure full
GDPR compliance.

RISING STARS
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE:
CLAIMANT

INSURANCE
CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE:
CLAIMANT
TIER 1
Armstrong Foulkes LLP
Hay & Kilner
Irwin Mitchell

Lindsey Henderson
Irwin Mitchell

TIER 2
Burnetts

TIER 3
BHP Law
Browell Smith & Co Solicitors Ltd
Thompsons Solicitors LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS

Sophie Moss
Hay & Kilner

Hilton Armstrong - Armstrong Foulkes
LLP
David Bradshaw - Hay & Kilner
Joanne Davies - Armstrong Foulkes LLP
Angela Kirtley - Irwin Mitchell

RISING STARS
Boutique Newcastle pensions
law practice Neon Legal is “small,
flexible and cost effective,” with
a particular expertise in advising
SMEs and smaller schemes. The
“knowledgeable and down-toearth” Tushar Bhate – named as
a Tier One Leading Individual
– leads the team and is known
for his ability to handle complex
matters, with testimonials
hailing how “the senior partner
has the benefit of experience
with top law firms.” Further
commendation highlights how
the Tyneside company’s compact
nature “allows for decisions to be
made quickly,” with “advice given
in a pragmatic way.” Key clients
include Hays Travel Limited,
MHM Pension Trustee Services,
Kingswood Trustees, the National
Federation of Retail Newsagents
and Sir John Fitzgerald Ltd. Work
highlights include advice for
the trustee of the Barratt Group
Pension & Life Assurance Scheme
on a number of issues and
drafting a consolidated trust deed
and rules for the trustees of the
Andrews Sykes Group Pension
Scheme.

Lindsey Henderson - Irwin Mitchell
Sophie Moss - Hay & Kilner
Kathryn Watson - Armstrong Foulkes LLP

Kathryn Watson
Armstrong Foulkes LLP

Boutique clinical negligence
firm Armstrong Foulkes LLP
focuses solely on the claimant
side. It specialises in high-value
litigation, as well as handling
extensive post-issue litigation. Tier
One Leading Individual Hilton
Armstrong leads the team and has
extensive experience in high-value,
complex medical negligence cases.
His team includes the Tier One
Leading Individual Joanne Davies,
who is “knowledgeable, meticulous
and determined” and “very good
at what she does”, particularly
post-issue cases in a High Court
setting. Also notable are Tier
One Rising Star and associate
Kathryn Watson and Ashleigh
Holt, who have expertise in a range
of complex medical negligence
cases. Testimonials praise the
Middlesbrough company for being
“the standout clinical negligence
firm in its geographical area,” with
“victims of medical accidents in
the North East lucky to have them.”
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Work includes representing
the family of a man in a clinical
negligence claim following his
death after a misinterpreted CT
scan.
Hay & Kilner exclusively handles
claimant work and has particular
expertise in maximum severity
claims, including cerebral palsy,
spinal surgery, brain injury,
meningitis and amputation cases.
Practice head Clare Thompson
specialises in birth injury claims,
involving children who have
cerebral palsy as a result of
delays in delivery or inadequate
neonatal care, and is one of two
AVMA panel members in the
team. David Bradshaw – named
as a Tier One Leading Individual
– is the other and along with
his “well-honed litigation skills”
is an expert in acquired brain
injury and complex spinal injury
claims. Also notable are the “very
tenacious” Helen Morland and
solicitor and Tier One Rising Star
Sophie Moss, who has experience
in dealing with a range of clinical
negligence cases. Work includes
a claim arising from a delay in
diagnosing and treating cauda
equina and a cerebral palsy
claim from breaches of duty by a
midwifery team.
Irwin Mitchell specialises in
high-value birth injury cases
and cerebral palsy claims, as
well as doing significant work
with charities. Tier One Leading
Individual Angela Kirtley, who
earns praise for her “first-rate
reputation as an experienced
clinical negligence lawyer
dealing with the most serious
and complex cases,” and for
handling cases “with reassuring
competence given her extensive
experience and knowledge of
this work,” leads the team and
has substantial experience in
dealing with complex clinical
and professional negligence
cases. The team can call on the
expertise of senior associate
and Tier One Rising Star Lindsey
Henderson, who was formerly a
senior MRI radiographer and is a
specialist in birth injury claims.
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She “has a particular speciality in
difficult cauda equina and head
injury cases and is extremely
adept at marshalling cases to an
excellent outcome.” Irwin Mitchell
runs an office in Newcastle
and a sister consulting base in
Middlesbrough.
Known for dealing with highvalue and complex cases,
Burnetts particularly specialises
in neonatal issues. Angela Curran
leads the team and is an expert
in the area of birth trauma cases,
working primarily with children
with cerebral palsy. She also
“understands medicine” and
“builds wonderful relationships
with clients.” Her team was
strengthened by the arrival of
associate Michelle Armstrong
from Irwin Mitchell in 2018, who
has “a medical background
which manifests itself in a firstrate understanding of clinical
issues.” Further testimonials cite
the company as being “very good,
caring and very efficient (with)
nothing any trouble to them,”
and “a solid and reputable local
firm (where) the solicitors really
care about their clients.” Work
includes representing a claimant
with a birth injury and settling
his claim for damages at £24.2
million and collating evidence in
support of a birth trauma claim
against Colchester Hospital
University NHS Foundation Trust
following a complicated breech
delivery.
BHP Law acts across a range
of clinical negligence matters,
including amputations,
misdiagnosis, laser eye treatment,
failed sterilisation and birth
defect cases. Ruth Markham
leads the team and specialises
in personal injury, dental and
clinical negligence, as well as
being experienced in CICA
claims. Clients include Olive
Foster, Amy Jones, Nicole Linfoot,
Matthew Balcombe, John
Bushby and Alan Farbridge. Work
includes acting for a claimant
who suffered from substandard
dental treatment and working
for a claimant who received
substandard treatment from

the NHS. Tracing its roots back
to the 1800s, BHP Law now has
a presence across the North
East, with its Darlington office
complemented by further sites in
Stockton, Tynemouth, Newcastle
and Belmont, Durham.
Browell Smith & Co Solicitors
Ltd is best known for its medical
negligence work for claimants,
notably in complex injury.
Practice head Dawn Bagley is
an experienced litigator who
specialises in complex cases
involving serious injury. Work
includes a clinical negligence
claim in which it was alleged
that the claimant was subjected
to an unnecessary hysterectomy
procedure. The claimant was
28-years-old at the time of
the procedure. The case was
initially defended but settled by
negotiation. Payment received in
damages was £70,000. Browell
Smith & Co Solicitors Ltd have
been serving the North East for
more than 20 years, during which
time it says it has helped in excess
of 160,000 clients. The firm has
offices in Newcastle, Sunderland,
Ashington and Annitsford, near
Cramlington.

“THE SOLICITORS
ARE HIGHLY
COMMUNICATIVE
AND ARE REGULARLY
IN TOUCH WITH
COUNSEL IN
RELATION TO
DEVELOPMENTS IN
THEIR CASES”
BURNETTS

The claimant-only practice at
Thompsons Solicitors LLP acts
for clients across the North East
and Yorkshire on a range of
clinical negligence matters. Tony
Hood leads the national team
that includes senior solicitor Clair
Wilson, who is an experienced
litigator and leads the firm in
the North East. She specialises
in complex clinical negligence
cases, particularly those involving
long-term consequences for the
client, including cerebral palsy,
brain injury, amputation, cauda
equina and delayed cancer
diagnoses. Further testimonials
for the Thompsons Solicitors
LLP team cite Maya Patel as
being “very able and competent,
especially with complex claims,”
highlight how “Rosalyn Steeple
has a great manner with clients,”
and state that “Linda Millband is
extremely able (and) completely
unflappable.” Work includes
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Advertising feature: Deloitte

DELOITTE: THE ADVISOR OF
CHOICE FOR LAW FIRMS
As a leading advisor to businesses and entrepreneurs,
Deloitte works widely with law firms and their partners to
support them with their growth and future aspirations.
North East Times speaks to Stephen Hall and David Hicks
about why the firm has a strong and growing presence in
the region’s legal sector

As expert advisors, law firms
are known for the legal support
they give to clients, shaping
the futures of businesses and
families and overseeing the major
milestones in their lives.
But equally, law firms themselves
require advice, as they plan for
their future in an increasingly
ambitious and thriving North
East legal sector. And rightly, they
expect the kind of advice they
themselves take pride in offering
– clear, direct and no-nonsense
insight delivered by professionals
at the top of their game.
Such stringent criteria helps
to explain why Deloitte is
the advisor of choice for
growing numbers of law firms
in the region and beyond.
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Renowned for its ability to
support ambitious businesses
and entrepreneurs, Deloitte’s
North East office prides itself
on first-rate advice, backed by
a client-centric approach and
vast experience, which can prove
so significant at those crucial
moments in the life of a business.
Stephen Hall, head of Deloitte’s
North East office, alongside
associate director Gordon Rowell
and tax director David Hicks
– three of the leading names
in the regional professional
services market – all work closely
with law firms and have a deep
understanding of the legal
sector and the challenges and
opportunities law firms and their
partners may face.

“THAT IS WHERE OUR
EXPERIENCE REALLY
COMES TO THE FORE.
WHETHER THERE
ARE ISSUES IN THE
PARTNERSHIP, OR
PERHAPS A FIRM
IS LOOKING TO BUY
SOMEONE ELSE’S
PRACTICE OR WANTS
TO SELL THEIR OWN,
THAT IS WHERE OUR
ASSISTANCE CAN
PROVE INVALUABLE”

The team advises law firms on
everything from tax advice – for
which it is so renowned – to
structural, strategic change,
succession planning and
partnership disputes.
“Law firms, being advisors
themselves, will, of course,
recognise the importance of
choosing the right advisors,” says
Stephen.
“At Deloitte, we work widely with
businesses and entrepreneurs
and have huge experience in
supporting them. Law firms, by
their nature, are entrepreneurial
businesses, and that is a real
strength for us. We pride ourselves
on being very visible and proactive;
we are there with our clients when
the going gets tough. There is
nothing we haven’t seen before
and we understand the challenges
businesses face, in both good times
and bad.
“That is where our experience really
comes to the fore. Whether there
are issues in the partnership, or
perhaps a firm is looking to buy
someone else’s practice or wants
to sell their own, that is where our
assistance can prove invaluable. We
have deep sector expertise and our
experience speaks for itself.”
David adds: “There is a lot of
ambition and change happening
in the legal sector, we are seeing
new entrants to the market, firms
growing strongly, technology is
changing, and many law firms
are adopting a new approach.
Many are more confident in taking
calculated risks and they need the
specialist advice to support them
with that.
“We are also seeing a generational
shift, with new senior people
coming into law firms. With the
years of commercial experience we
have at Deloitte, and our vast track
record in supporting businesses
through exactly these kinds of
challenges, we can help partners
and law firms understand their
objectives and will work by their
side to achieve them.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Deloitte
www.deloitte.com
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Pictured:
John Davis, Sintons LLP
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support for a client around a
negligent delay in treatment that
led to an above-knee amputation.
The company has an office in
Newcastle’s Grainger Street.

CLINICAL NEGLIGENCE:
DEFENDANT
TIER 1
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Neil Rowe - DAC Beachcroft LLP

Newcastle’s DAC Beachcroft LLP
is well-known across medical
defence organisations, insurers
and the NHS Resolution. The
firm’s medical malpractice
law team acts in a range of
clinical defence matters. David
Weatherburn has expertise in
volume claims portfolios, as well
as appellate court work. He leads
the team with Neil Rowe, who
has “excellent judgement and
tactical know-how.” Named as
a Tier One Leading Individual,
he earns praise for being “an
outstanding partner in Newcastle
(who) has huge experience in
large scale litigation, including
group actions.” The company
“is probably the market leader
in defendant healthcare,” says
one testimonial, which adds
“its strength lies in the depth
of experience across all of its
offices, putting it ahead of
its competitors.” Key clients
include RSA, Zurich, Bupa
Dental, MS Amlin Inc and QBE.
Work includes representing a
defendant NHS Trust in a discreet
cohort of claims relating to
contamination of steroid fluid.
A member of the NHS Resolution
CNST clinical negligence panel,
Ward Hadaway handles claims
involving serious injuries, notably
those arising out of birth injuries.
The practice also has a particular
expertise in risk management.
Jeffrey Keeble is an expert in
high-value birth injury claims
and regularly advises as part
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Irwin Mitchell is known for
advising clients who have suffered
amputation, workplace injury and
occupational disease, but the firm’s
speciality lies in brain and spinal
injury. Tier One Leading Individuals
Francesca Mayes and Roger
Maddocks lead the experienced
team that includes senior associate
and Tier One Rising Star Andrew
McGowan, who has expertise in
catastrophic injury work, particularly
related brain and spinal cord injury,
as well as cycling accidents. Senior
associate and Tier One Rising Star
Jane Pyrah specialises in high-value
serious injury and associate Emma
Tordoff is an expert in industrial
disease work, notably asbestosrelated matters. Testimonials
commend “good teamwork (with)
all interests covered” and a team
that “knows how to maximise a
claim for a claimant.” Work includes
acting for a client in a complex
regional pain syndrome case,
caused by a workplace-related
accident. Irwin Mitchell runs an
office in Newcastle and a sister
consulting base in Middlesbrough.

of the firm’s urgent response
team on issues such as consent,
confidentiality, capacity and
mental health matters. He leads
the team with Nicola Richardson,
who specialises in high-profile
clinical negligence litigation. Key
clients include Tees Esk and Wear
Valleys NHS Foundation Trust,
North East Ambulance Service
NHS Foundation Trust, Lancashire
Care NHS Foundation Trust,
South Tyneside NHS Foundation
Trust and Newcastle upon Tyne
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust.
Further clients for the business,
which operates out of the
Quayside-based Sandgate House
in Newcastle, include Cumbria
Partnership NHS Foundation
Trust, Gateshead Health NHS
Foundation Trust and InTraining
Group Limited.

PERSONAL INJURY: CLAIMANT
TIER 1
Irwin Mitchell
Sintons LLP

TIER 2
Beecham Peacock
Thompsons Solicitors LLP

TIER 3
BHP Law
Browell Smith & Co Solicitors Ltd
Burnetts
Cartmell Shepherd
True Solicitors LLP
Ward Hadaway
Winn Solicitors

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Dawn Bagley - Browell Smith & Co
Solicitors Ltd
John Davis - Sintons LLP
Phil Davison - Sintons LLP
David Dewar - Beecham Peacock
Roger Maddocks - Irwin Mitchell
Francesca Mayes - Irwin Mitchell
Victoria Wanless - Beecham Peacock

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
David Burn - Winn Solicitors

RISING STARS
Spencer Knaggs - Burnetts
Andrew McGowen - Irwin Mitchell
Kate Nicklin - Sintons LLP
Jane Pyrah - Irwin Mitchell
David Robinson - Thompsons Solicitors
LLP
Emma Tordoff - Irwin Mitchell

“PROBABLY THE
MARKET LEADER
IN DEFENDANT
HEALTHCARE. ITS
STRENGTH LIES
IN THE DEPTH OF
EXPERIENCE ACROSS
ALL OF ITS OFFICES,
PUTTING IT AHEAD OF
ITS COMPETITORS”
DAC BEACHCROFT

Newcastle firm Sintons LLP
specialises in high-value, serious
and catastrophic injury claims,
as well as employer liability and
industrial disease matters. Tier One
Leading Individual Phil Davison
leads the practice and has a
particular focus on occupational
diseases and claims arising from
accidents abroad, and on aircraft
and ships. He is described as
“very supportive and encouraging
(and) tenacious in pursuing the
best outcome.” His team includes
consultant and Tier One Leading
Individual John Davis, who has
expertise in neurotrauma. Also
notable is associate and Tier One
Rising Star Kate Nicklin, who joined
in 2018 from Irwin Mitchell and has
experience in complex brain and
spinal injury claims. Work includes
representing a client in a serious
personal injury claim after they fell
from a ladder at work sustaining
fractures to both lower limbs and
ankles. Liability was subsequently
admitted but causation remained
in dispute. The claim was successful
at trial.
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Beecham Peacock is a “sound
and reliable” company and
“a classic high street firm
providing good quality legal
services to the general public.”
The personal injury team at the
Newcastle business is known for
representing private individuals,
as well as appointments on union
legal services panels. The firm’s
expertise ranges from serious
injury and road traffic accidents,
to employers and public liability.
Occupational disease expert
and Tier One Leading Individual
Victoria Wanless leads the team
with the “thorough and shrewd”
David Dewar, who is also noted
as a Tier One Leading Individual
and specialises in cases involving
brain injury, complex regional
pain syndrome, noise-induced
hearing loss and conditions
arising from exposure to asbestos.
“In the personal injury sector, the
team is staffed by experienced
solicitors who provide individual
and high-quality services to
clients,” adds another testimonial.
Thompsons Solicitors LLP
specialises in industrial disease
litigation, with Ian McFall, Tony
Hood and Andrew Venn acting
on behalf of union clients and
the Forum of Asbestos Victim
Support Groups. The serious
injuries team, including solicitors
Clair Wilson and Trevor Hall, has
experience in brain injury, spinal
injury, amputations and fatal
injury claims. Also notable is
associate David Robinson, who
has expertise in military claims
and is named as a Tier One Rising
Star. Praise comes for the “team
in Newcastle (which) stands
out for its expertise in disease
litigation, with some of the most
experienced solicitors in the
market, achieving great results
for clients.” Work includes a £4.95
million settlement for a soldier
who suffered a brain injury during
training in Canada and success in
a claim where combat immunity
was alleged and in which the
claimant sustained significant
psychological injuries as a result
of service in Afghanistan.
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BHP Law handles high-value
and complex claims, specialising
in fatal accident, and serious
and catastrophic injury cases.
Ruth Markham leads the team
and is an expert personal
injury litigator, experienced
in acting for claimants and
defendants. Regarded as
“extremely understanding and
prepared to listen,” her team is
described as being “extremely
efficient, friendly (and) prompt
in responding to queries and
understanding.” Work includes
representing a claimant who got
her ankle tangled in a manhole
cover while walking her dog. Her
ankle became tangled in rope
negligently left by defendants
and sustained a knee injury, torn
tissue and swelling. The matter
is ongoing, and liability has been
admitted. BHP Law has offices in
Darlington, Stockton, Tynemouth,
Newcastle and Belmont, Durham.
Browell Smith & Co Solicitors
Ltd has a breadth of experience
in personal injury matters,
notably for complex injuries,
industrial disease and asbestosrelated cases. Complex injury
specialist and Tier One Leading
Individual Dawn Bagley leads the
team that focuses on employer
and public liabilities work. That
work includes representing a
claimant who suffered a crushed
hand in a food production
facility. The claimant was left
with permanent impairment of
function in their left hand and
significant post-traumatic stress
disorder. After joint reports and
an updated schedule of loss,
the defendant’s final offer of
£400,000, net of recoverable
benefits in the sum of £11,184.20,
was accepted. Browell Smith
& Co Solicitors Ltd has offices
in Newcastle, Sunderland,
Ashington and Annitsford, near
Cramlington.
The Burnetts team “has
excellent focus on clients and a
determination to get the best
results”, and offers “strong local
connections in a large rural area
where specialist firms are few

and far between.” Its expertise
lies in serious and catastrophic
injury work, including brain
injuries, spinal injuries, industrial
diseases and chronic pain. Practice
head Angela Curran leads an
experienced team that includes
“very experienced” senior associate
and Tier One Rising Star Spencer
Knaggs, who specialises in serious
injury, fatal and industrial disease
claims. Also notable is associate
Paul Brown, who joined in 2018
and is particularly focused on
high-value catastrophic personal
injury work. Hailed as a “first-class
operator,” he is also described
as a “leader in the field acting
for claimants who have suffered
catastrophic injury.” Work includes
representing a claimant who
sustained severe brain and
orthopaedic injuries in a high-value
ongoing case, and settling a brain
injury case.

“THE FIRM’S
TRADITIONS AND
HISTORY INFORM
ITS ETHOS AND
ENSURE STRONG
AND EFFICIENT
MANAGEMENT WITH
A VERY CLIENTFOCUSED APPROACH”
THOMPSONS
SOLICITORS LLP

The serious and catastrophic injury
specialist firm Cartmell Shepherd
is experienced in representing
claimants in fatal accidents, as well
as brain and spinal injury claims.
Practice head Carol Fish handles a
range of personal injury claims and
litigation disputes, including road
traffic accidents, employer and
public liability, and claims involving
animals. The company has more
than 200 years’ experience of
providing legal services in the
region and represents businesses
and individuals locally, as well as
throughout the UK. The business
has a strong Cumbrian presence,
with offices in Penrith, Brampton
and Dovenby, near Cockermouth,
complemented by two sites in
Carlisle. It has a further base in
Haltwhistle, Northumberland.
True Solicitors LLP acts for
clients across England and Wales,
specialising in claims arising
from road traffic accidents, as
well as employers’, occupiers’ and
public liability matters. The “very
professional” Andrew Mayall is
head of the firm’s serious injury
and liability practice, and Stephen
McCourt leads the team that
deals with road traffic accident
claims. Testimonials applaud
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an “extremely well-organised
firm with spot on operational
structure and processes,
outstanding communication and
perfect timing,” and a company
that is “honest and transparent.”
The firm runs an office in
Newcastle’s Percy Street, which is
complemented by a further site
in Leeds.
Ward Hadaway has expertise
in complex and difficult claims,
including serious brain injuries.
The “dedicated and determined”
practice head Roger O’Donnell
specialises in dealing with
high-value claims, notably those
involving road traffic accidents,
accidents at work and industrial
disease, as well as employers’,
occupiers’ and public liability.
Praise for being “unique for his
charm (and offering) unerring
common sense,” testimonials say
“his ability as a lawyer is secondto-none (as he) offers a personal
service in a world in which many
say they do, but few follow it
through.” Ward Hadaway runs
services from its Quayside-based
Sandgate House, in Newcastle.
Specialising in high-value cases,
Winn Solicitors is well-known for
road traffic accidents and brain
injury matters. Associate director
Joanna Amos is head of complex
claims, and “experienced
practitioner” Paul Morpeth
leads the employers’ liability,
public liability and technical
claims team. Also notable is
the “tenacious and diligent” Tier
One Next Generation Partner
David Burn, who focuses on
representing clients who have
suffered life-changing injuries
as a result of an accident. The
Newcastle company earns
admiration for its “attitude
and caring nature (which) is
second-to-none.” Furthermore,
“the volume of cases means the
firm has exposure to a large
range of complex matters, which
gives them strong expertise
when it comes to dealing with
issues for loss.” Work includes
achieving a settlement of more
than £3 million for a lady who
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LLP has particular expertise in
motor-related accidents, as well
as brain and spinal cord injuries.
The firm is also instructed by
insurers in relation to cross-border
claims and on settlements for
claimants based outside the UK.
Motor insurer expert and Tier One
Leading Individual Jamie McCabe
leads the team that includes senior
associate and Tier One Rising Star
James Fisher, who has experience
in complex issues regarding
indemnity and policy coverage,
and fellow senior associate and Tier
One Rising Star James Knox, who
specialises in catastrophic injury
claims. Commended as being
“absolutely and extraordinarily
good at what they do,” the
Sintons team counts Collingwood
Insurance, Nissan Motor
Manufacturing UK, Tokio Marine
Kiln Europe Ltd and Northumbria
Healthcare Facilities Management
Ltd as clients. Work includes acting
for Eldon Insurance Services Ltd/
Southern Rock Insurance Company
Ltd in defence of a road traffic
accident claim.

sustained a severe brain injury
and a £265,000 settlement for a
driver who suffered serious lower
injuries in a car accident.

PERSONAL INJURY: DEFENDANT
TIER 1
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Sintons LLP

TIER 2
Clyde & Co LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Jamie McCabe - Sintons LLP
Toby Scott - Clyde & Co LLP
Andrea Ward - DAC Beachcroft LLP

RISING STARS
Emily Blackett - Clyde & Co LLP
James Fisher - Sintons LLP
James Knox - Sintons LLP

DAC Beachcroft LLP provides
a range of casualty services to
clients, including pre-litigation
claims handling services and a
speciality in current and historical
abuse claims. The counter fraud
team is led by Catherine Burt
and handles claims across motor,
casualty, disease and property
matters. Also notable are Tier
One Leading Individual Andrea
Ward, head of the national
abuse team, and David Drewe,
who has expertise in complex
and catastrophic claims against
public and health sector clients.
Testimonials define the business
as being “reliable” and having
“integrity when dealing with
serious issues.” Key clients include
Zurich Insurance plc, Aviva plc,
Allianz, Eldon Insurance and
NHS Resolution. Work includes
representing Northumberland
County Council in a claim
brought by an employee
assaulted in the course of her
work and representing Newcastle
City Council in a road traffic
accident case where it had
designed a traffic light system
on behalf of a neighbouring
authority.
Focusing on high-value serious
injury claims, Newcastle’s Sintons

“A REAL SPECIALIST
SECTOR KNOWLEDGE
OF PROFESSIONAL
NEGLIGENCE
CLAIMS AND A DEEP
UNDERSTANDING
OF THE INSURER
MARKET”
CLYDE & CO LLP

Clyde & Co LLP acts primarily in the
areas of latent disease, including
strategic advice to insurers,
handling asbestos claims and short
tail disease litigation. Industrial
disease specialist and Tier One
Leading Individual Toby Scott
leads the team and can call on
experienced senior associate and
Tier One Rising Star Emily Blackett,
who has particular expertise in
poisoning claims. Key clients
include Aviva Group and Berkshire
Hathaway Insurance Group. Clyde
& Co LLP operates an office in
Newcastle’s Central Square South.

PROFESSIONAL NEGLIGENCE:
TIER 1
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Watson Burton LLP

TIER 2
Clyde & Co LLP

TIER 3
Archers Law LLP
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LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Paul Davison - DAC Beachcroft LLP
Richard Palmer - Watson Burton LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Anne-Marie Knight - Watson Burton
LLP
Stephen McLellan - DAC Beachcroft
LLP

RISING STARS
Gillian Burnett - DAC Beachcroft LLP
Adam Dymock - Watson Burton LLP
Tom Thurlow - Watson Burton LLP

DAC Beachcroft LLP acts for
solicitors, property professionals,
financial institutions, insurance
brokers and construction
companies, as well as specialising
in coverage disputes and policy
wording. Suzanne Wharton leads
the team that includes, in the
Newcastle office, the “excellent
coverage lawyer” Paul Davison,
a Tier One Leading Individual
who acts for a number of
leading insurers, advising upon
a wide range of complex and
high-value claims and policy
coverage issues. It also includes
construction specialist and Tier
One Next Generation Partner
Stephen McLellan. Also notable
is Tier One Rising Star and legal
director Gillian Burnett, who has
particular expertise in claims
against solicitors, accountants,
surveyors and brokers, and earns
praise for her “excellent attention
to detail.” Key clients include
Zurich Professional & Financial
Lines. Work includes acting for
a firm of tax advisors and their
insurers in the defence of a £35
million claim arising from a failed
property investment club
Focusing on high-value, complex
matters, Watson Burton LLP
specialises in construction-based
work, particularly cladding
issues. The “calm, organised
and thorough” construction
expert and Tier One Leading
Individual Richard Palmer leads
the practice, and is known for
his “unflappable manner,” as
well as “a strong understanding
and experience in the insurance
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leads the team that focuses on
claims against solicitors, architects,
accountants, surveyors and
insurance brokers. Archers is based
on Stockton’s Kingfisher Way.

market.” His team includes Tier
One Next Generation Partner
Anne-Marie Knight, who has
notable experience in acting for
professional indemnity insurers;
associate and Tier One Rising Star
Adam Dymock, who has expertise
in claims against solicitors and
construction professionals; and
“up-and-coming” Tier One Rising
Star Tom Thurlow, who is a “calm
and methodical” solicitor with
“excellent client care.” Further
testimonials say “Watson Burton
has commitment to its clients,
to fairness and to going the
extra mile,” and that the firm has
“expert knowledge and ability
to manage clients’ expectations
well.” Clients include Hiscox
Underwriting Limited and
Travelers Insurance Company
Limited.
Clyde & Co LLP specialises
in litigation and focuses on
handling high-value and complex
claims. The practice acts for
insurers, defending claims against
a range of professionals, including
solicitors, barristers, accountants,
financial advisers and brokers,
as well as construction and
healthcare professionals. Anthony
Brown leads the team and has
particular expertise in defending
claims against solicitors and
accountants. Described as a “very
strong technical lawyer whose
written output is always firstclass,” he gains further praise for
having “the ability to deal with
document heavy cases and distil
these into commercial reporting
and advice,” while also being a
“very good policy advice lawyer.”
The company is applauded for its
“real specialist sector knowledge
of professional negligence claims
and deep understanding of the
insurer market.” Clyde & Co LLP
operates an office in Newcastle’s
Central Square South.
Specialising in claimant work,
Archers Law LLP acts for
local and national businesses,
high-profile and high-networth individuals, insolvency
practitioners and charitable
organisations. Kenton Bazeley

PRIVATE CLIENT
AGRICULTURE AND ESTATES:
TIER 1
Cartmell Shepherd
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Burnetts
Hay & Kilner
Latimer Hinks Solicitors
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Sintons LLP

TIER 4

“AN EXPERT
KNOWLEDGE
AND ABILITY TO
MANAGE A CLIENT’S
EXPECTATIONS WELL,
MAKING SURE THE
CLIENT IS AWARE
OF ALL POSSIBLE
OUTCOMES OF A
CLAIM”
WATSON BURTON LLP

BHP Law
Iain Nicholson & Co
Jacksons Law
Muckle LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Peter Blackett - BHP Law
Jonathan Carroll - Cartmell Shepherd
Anne Elliott - Latimer Hinks Solicitors
Tony Gibson - Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Mark Jackson - Cartmell Shepherd
Simon Kirkup - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Joanne McKenzie - Burnetts
Neil Robson - Ward Hadaway

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Elizabeth Armstrong - Latimer Hinks
Solicitors
Charlotte Patterson-Ryan - Womble
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Katherine Pretswell-Walker - Cartmell
Shepherd

The “friendly, approachable
and understanding” Cartmell
Shepherd specialises in agriculture
and property. The firm provides a
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Advertising feature: Lancaster Knox

WHEN TWO
WORLDS COLLIDE
Associate director James Heathcote explains how
accounting and tax advisors at Lancaster Knox work in
partnership with legal professionals for the benefit of its
clients

When I joined Lancaster Knox in
March 2019 to broaden its private
client advisory offering, it was an
opportunity to consider what we
wanted our business to be.
As chartered accountants and
chartered tax advisors, with an
already well-established team of
tax investigations specialists, tax
was our natural starting point.
However, we also wanted to
provide a more holistic approach
for our private clients, which still
met the demand for discreet,
tailored advice.
Subsequently, our focus led us
to work with external advisors
to bring a suite of services to our
clients under one roof.
So how do we, as a profession,
all work collaboratively to put
our clients’ needs first, while
also maintaining efficient and
compliant structures around
them? This is something the team
at Lancaster Knox and I frequently
do, as working together across
the private client space invariably
achieves better client outcomes
than working in information silos.
Understanding our clients’ needs
is paramount. Although this may
seem obvious, it’s easy to look at a
client’s situation with blinkers on.
Working collaboratively enables
us to consider the brief from all
angles, and therefore evolve a
more integrated solution.
In a recent case, Lancaster
Knox brought in lawyers who
we felt would be a good fit for
our client. From the outset, we
spoke with them about what our
client wanted to achieve; both
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in his business and personally.
By presenting a united front,
the client was reassured that he
would be well looked after from
both a tax and legal perspective
and felt able to open up more
frankly as a result.
It stands to reason that if you’re
working collaboratively, then
keeping all parties informed
is vital. Clients rightly expect a
full service from their advisors,
rather than having to piece
together different advice
memos themselves. By building
relationships with advisors who
complement the offerings of
the Knox group of companies
(particularly in the legal sector),
we pride ourselves on providing
a joined-up approach from start
to finish. I was delighted when
a client recently commented
that: “James is my second pair of
eyes across all my personal and
business affairs…with an absolute
focus on delivering the best
possible outcomes.”
Finally, the importance of
building strong relationships
with other professionals cannot
be overstated. I am privileged to
work with a number of solicitors
and other advisors in the North
East and beyond, on matters
from wills and lasting powers of
attorney, to complex corporate
structuring. Being able to call
upon this group of experienced,
pragmatic and highlyknowledgeable practitioners
is invaluable; and working
collaboratively with them is an
absolute pleasure.

“BY PRESENTING
A UNITED FRONT,
THE CLIENT WAS
REASSURED THAT
HE WOULD BE WELL
LOOKED AFTER FROM
BOTH A TAX AND LEGAL
PERSPECTIVE ”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Lancaster Knox
James Heathcote works across Yorkshire
and the North East with clients and
advisors on all personal tax and family
business consulting matters. Contact him
on james@lancasterknox.com or
01904 861636
www.lancasterknox.com
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LEADING INDIVIDUALS:
HALL OF FAME
In addition to its national company and individual
rankings, Legal 500 also highlights the lawyers receiving
constant praise from clients for their continued
excellence. The Hall of Fame spotlights partners who
sit at the pinnacle of their profession. In the UK, eligible
inductees must have been recognised by Legal 500 as
an elite leading lawyer for eight out of the last ten years.
Here, Steven Hugill looks at the people who have excelled
across the North East

Andrew Davison – Muckle LLP;
Corporate and commercial

Colin Hewitt – Ward Hadaway;
Corporate and commercial

Practice head Andrew Davison has
more than 30 years’ experience as
a corporate adviser, specialising
in working with companies and
their directors and owners to plan,
review and execute objectives.
Described in Legal 500 as a
“knowledgeable, pragmatic and
strategic” Leading Individual, his
main areas of expertise include
joint ventures, IPOs, mergers
and acquisitions and advice
on directors’ duties. Among his
notable transactions are the first
public share issues for Newcastle
United, the creation of the public/
private partnership between the
seven local authority owners of
Newcastle Airport and the owners
of Copenhagen Airport, and the
IPO of Gateshead-headquartered
Vertu Motors.

As the head of the company
commercial team at Ward
Hadaway, Colin Hewitt leads a
large multi-disciplinary group of
lawyers across the firm’s office
network, advising on company
law, contract law, competition
law, charity law, intellectual
property, IT and public sector
issues. He has advised a wide
range of companies and
public bodies on company,
corporate and partnership law,
as well as directors’ duties and
governance, trading structures
and commercial agreements
for 30 years. He also heads the
firm’s team that undertakes a
range of initiatives supporting
new and fast-growing businesses.
Additionally, he has particular
experience in the energy sector.
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Jamie Pass – Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP; Corporate and
commercial
Jamie Pass is a corporate finance
partner with more than 25 years’
experience of advising clients
on private and public company
mergers and acquisitions,
IPOs, public and private equity
fundraisings, joint ventures and
corporate governance. During this
period, he has advised on many
of the largest and most complex
transactions in the North of
England, covering the full range
of public and private company
mergers and acquisitions. His
experience includes supporting
Parkdean Holidays plc on a £213
million recommended bid by
Alchemy Partners. Inducted into the
Legal 500 Hall of Fame, he is also
named a Leading Individual in the
corporate and commercial category.

Robert Phillips – Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP; Corporate and
commercial
Robert Phillips is a partner in the
law firm’s Newcastle corporate
finance team. He has more than
25 years’ experience of advising
clients on regional, national and
international private and public
company mergers and acquisitions,
IPOs, private equity investments,
corporate governance and strategy.
He has advised on some of the most
significant transactions in the region
and worked with some of the
area’s best-known entrepreneurs.
His specialisation lies in working
alongside owner-managers,
shareholders and corporates around
strategic direction and maximising
value when exiting companies. He
also acts for corporates acquiring
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businesses and companies as part
of growth strategies.

John Davis – Sintons LLP;
Insurance
Richard Arnot – Ward Hadaway;
Crime, fraud and licensing
A partner at Newcastle operator
Ward Hadaway, Richard Arnot
specialises in licensing, gaming
and regulatory law. He has
a national reputation as a
licensing specialist, representing
pub companies, night club
operators, convenience stores
and supermarkets, hoteliers and
restaurateurs, as well as local
authorities and police forces on all
aspects of the law relating to the
sale of alcohol and the provision of
regulated entertainment. He has
represented clients in a number
of significant and nationally
reported cases. Additionally, he is
a former regional director of the
British Institute of Innkeepers and
a member of the Association of
Multiple Licensed Retailers.

John Davis is a consultant
solicitor with more than 30 years’
experience of representing clients
across the UK, many of whom
have sustained serious injuries,
in particular permanent lifechanging neurological injuries. He
joined Newcastle-based Sintons
LLP in 2017, having spent many
years as a partner at Irwin Mitchell,
which included more than ten
years as regional managing
partner and head of the personal
injury team at Irwin Mitchell’s
Newcastle office. He is an APIL
Fellow and an accredited brain
and spinal cord injury specialist.
He and his team have secured
damages payments totalling in
excess of £100 million for clients.

Guy Mills – Mills & Co; Transport
Guy Mills qualified as a solicitor in
1991 and founded Mills & Co with
his father Geoffrey and one other in
1993. He became a partner in 1995
and is now a director of Mills & Co.
Solicitors Limited. He has many
years experience of handling all
forms of P&I and FDD disputes. He
specialises in complex charterparty and bill of lading disputes
and MOA disputes, as well as
shipbuilding and ship repairing
matters. More recently, a large
part of his practice has focused on
Admiralty litigation and arbitration,
including dangerous cargoes,
casualties, salvage, damage to hull
and unsafe port claims.

David Rewcastle – Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP; Transport
John Ralph – Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP; Real estate

Martin Soloman – Hay & Kilner;
Dispute resolution
Martin Soloman is an accredited
mediator and has undertaken a
number of mediations regarding
commercial disputes. He also has
experience of advising a variety
of charitable organisations. His
specialist work and experience
includes wide-ranging
involvement in commercial
litigation, such as contractual
disputes, insolvency-related
matters, professional negligence,
shareholder disputes, agricultural
disputes, construction and
intellectual property.
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John Ralph has a national
role as the head of the firm’s
multi-disciplinary real estate
sector. He has more than 20
years’ experience in the sector,
wherein he has undertaken
property finance for lenders and
borrowers with a focus on larger
securitisations and portfolio
funding. He has several client
partner roles, leading property
finance relationships for the
firm in the North East and
providing real estate advice in
the commercial investment and
operational property arena. His
experience includes leading a
relationship with Northumbria
University on areas such as
advice in relation to its real estate
holdings and disposal of assets.

David Rewcastle is a partner
and head of Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP’s transport
and infrastructure sector, which
comprises rail, bus, ports and
smart cities. He has a particular
interest in the rail sector. He
advises on a full range of railrelated contracts and regulatory
issues. In particular, he specialises
in passenger rail franchise bids,
Railways Act transfer schemes,
rolling stock procurement and
leasing, rail infrastructure projects
and regulatory work. He regularly
contributes to Rail Connect.
Testimonials describe him as a
“veritable fountain of knowledge”
who offers “towering expertise with
real industry knowledge” as part of
a “highly professional” team.
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practical agricultural background
and a particular expertise in
tenancy matters. Director and
Tier One Leading Individual
Jonathan Carroll leads the team
and has notable experience in
contentious and non-contentious
matters, including tenancies
under the Agricultural Holdings
Act. The team includes director
and Tier One Leading Individual
Mark Jackson, who specialises
in the sale and acquisition of
farms, estates and forestry, and
solicitor and Tier One Rising
Star Katherine Pretswell-Walker,
who deals with a range of
agricultural law and tenancy
matters. Testimonials commend
the company’s “experienced,
knowledgeable and pragmatic
advisors, who deliver consistently
high-quality advice in a clear
and concise manner,” and its
position as “a long-established
farming practice that has a great
reputation in agriculture, not
only in Cumbria but the length
of Britain.” Clients include HSBC
Bank plc, Durham Diocese and
Persimmon plc.
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP specialises in advising
private estate owners and other
landowning organisations. The
“breadth of practice areas covered
marks it out,” as well as its advice
to a number of public authorities
and quasi-public bodies. Tier One
Leading Individual Simon Kirkup
leads the practice and his clients
include private landowners,
as well as major landowning
charities and plcs. Also notable in
the team is managing associate
and Tier One Next Generation
Partner Charlotte PattersonRyan, who “combines strong
technical knowledge in the
areas of landlords and tenants,
with excellent professional
skills,” which makes her “stand
out as a go-to adviser.” Further
testimonials cite the firm’s
“sound, swift advice and service,”
and its strength in having “such
a wide variety of expertise all
under one roof, including legal
advice on farming, property
management and family trust
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law.” Key clients include National
Trust, Grainger plc, Church
Commissioners and English
Heritage.
Burnetts has a broad range of
specialisms, including banking
work, sale and purchase of farms,
agricultural tenancies, strategic
planning and dispute resolution.
The practice provides “specific
farming knowledge and farming
backgrounds.” Richard Miller is
head of the property team and
leading the agri-business team
is Tier One Leading Individual
Joanne McKenzie, who is a
specialist in agricultural tenancy
matters and the implications of
the Agricultural Holdings Act.
Comments such as “the members
of the team respond promptly,”
and “all work and advice
was clear and appropriately
described,” provide a flavour of
its relationship with clients. Key
clients include Lloyds Bank plc,
Thomas Armstrong (Aggregates)
Limited, Friends of the Lake
District and The Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation plc. Work
includes the completion of
numerous refinancing matters
for Lloyds Bank in the agriculture
sector, with a wide range of
financial values, and the accurate
registration of a land holding and
associated litigation issues.
A member firm of the Country
Landowners Association,
Newcastle and Wallsend-based
company Hay & Kilner is known
for acting in the surrender of
AHA tenancies and the grant of
new farm business tenancies,
as well as drafting contract
farming agreements for modern
farming practices. The firm is
also experienced in the sale and
purchase of land and advising in
respect of mineral rights. Alison
Hall, head of the rural team, has
particular expertise in agricultural
matters and landed estates.
Martin Soloman specialises in
commercial disputes, notably in
representing landowning and
farming clients in property and
land disputes. Richard FreemanWallace focuses on commercial

property and regularly acts for
landowners and developers. Work
highlights include acting for a
variety of landowners in the North
East on the recommendation of
a long-established and highlyrespected firm of chartered
surveyors and land agents in the
region. The matter involves grants
of options and conditional sales.

“THE FIRM HAS SUCH
A WIDE VARIETY
OF EXPERTISE
ALL UNDER ONE
ROOF, INCLUDING
LEGAL ADVICE ON
FARMING, PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT AND
FAMILY TRUST LAW”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

Traditionally farming focused,
Darlington-based Latimer Hinks
Solicitors has experience in areas
ranging from advice to landed
estate owners and succession
planning, to leasing of mineral
rights and sales and purchases
of farms and agricultural land.
Agricultural law specialist Anne
Elliott – named as a Tier One
Leading Individual – leads a
team that includes Tier One Next
Generation Partner Elizabeth
Armstrong, who focuses on the
private client side, notably estate
planning, and the administration
of estates and trusts where
agricultural land is involved with
complex claims. Latimer Hinks
was established by J F Latimer,
in Darlington, in 1892, with the
firm originally practising from
the town’s High Row. It moved to
nearby Priestgate in 1905. Charles
Hinks joined the partnership in
1927, whereupon the business
was re-named J F Latimer & Hinks.
Anne Elliott became the firm’s first
female solicitor in 1976 and was
announced its first female partner
two years later.
Ward Hadaway acts for private
landowners, farmers, rural
businesses, banks and ruralbased organisations. The team
has a broad range of expertise.
Neil Robson – named as a Tier
One Leading Individual – has
experience of land use and
planning aspects of agriculture,
while Stefan Bainbridge advises
clients in all aspects of rural
property, as well as in relation
to the exploitation of mineral
reserves. Alex Cox specialises in
property transactional work, with
a particular focus on mines and
minerals. Andrew Facer deals with
trust and asset protection issues
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for landowners. Key clients for
the Newcastle-based business
include Northumberland
National Park Authority, the
University of Newcastle, Barclays
Bank plc, The Banks Group,
Woodland Trust, Welbeck Estates,
Canal & River Trust and Land
Trust.
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd is
a “good regional firm with a
breadth of team and skill sets
(where) partners have a real
understanding of the rural
matters and how to get things
over the line.” Its traditional
client base is prominent local
landed estates, in matters
including sales, purchases,
manorial and mineral rights,
and commercial property
work. Expert in residential and
commercial conveyancing – and
Tier One Leading Individual –
Tony Gibson leads the practice.
The team includes Harry Chrisp,
who is particularly experienced
in the acquisition and sale of
farms and estates, as well as
farmers Michael Macgregor and
Derwent Gibson, who provide
insight into the issues facing
farmers and landowners. In
addition, Kath Monteith joined
from Kidd & Spoor Harper in
2019 and specialises in private
client work, with a notable
interest in intestate estates and
looking after elderly clients.
Clients include The Church
Commissioners of England &
Wales.
The agriculture and estates
team at Sintons LLP works with
a host of clients, earning praise
for its “range of expertise” and
“expectations (that) are usually
exceeded.” Work includes acting
on the acquisition and disposal
of large farming ventures,
agricultural holdings and the
registration of portfolios of mines
and minerals, as well as advising
offshore trusts holding UK farms.
Fellow of the Agricultural Law
Association Tom Wills, who
“always has a full grasp of the
issues and is able to do what’s
required with minimal fuss,”
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leads the practice that includes
Paul Liddle, who has particular
experience acting for developers
and landowners in the energy,
waste and renewables sectors.
Clients include Ravensworth
Estate and Cussins North
East Limited. Work includes
representing Lloyds Bank in the
taking of security over a working
farm for £2.5 million and acting
on the lease of Craik Park, which
is Morpeth Town Football Club’s
ground.

Jacksons Law acts for farmers,
growers and distributors, dealing
with a range of commercial
and personal matters. Adrienne
Patterson specialises in agricultural
law and employment matters,
including agricultural tenancies,
farming subsidies and the
Agricultural Wages Order. Also
notable in the team is Simon
Catterall, who provides advice to
the Northern farming community
and is well-regarded in the
National Farmers Union. Nicola
Neilson recently joined the firm as
head of agricultural property. The
company’s head office is based on
Preston Farm Industrial Estate, on
the outskirts of Stockton, with the
business running a further site in
Newcastle.

BHP Law specialises in acting
for farming and landowning
clients in high-value matters.
Practice head and Tier One
Leading Individual Peter Blackett
has particular experience in the
commercial area, advising rural
and farming clients on a range of
matters, including commercial
property transactions for major
landowners and property
developers across the region.
Tracing its roots back to the
1800s, BHP Law now has a
presence across the North East,
with its office in Darlington
complemented by further sites in
Stockton, Tynemouth, Newcastle
and Belmont, Durham.
The “fast and always competent”
Iain Nicholson & Co specialises
in private client work and
agriculture for clients in the
North East and other parts of
the UK. Iain Nicholson leads the
experienced team that includes
“extremely quick” Victoria
Stevenson, who has significant
private client and agricultural
property experience, and
“reliable” Peter Dakin, who has
particular expertise in property
transactions. Testimonials
highlight the firm’s “excellent
knowledge and experience of
trust work” and note its “excellent
personal service (which) gives
peace of mind.” Another
endorsement praises how “Iain
and all his staff are always so
helpful and so well informed,
and they respond at once.” Iain
Nicholson & Co was set up in
April 1967 and runs its office in
Ponteland’s West Road.

“A GENUINE
SPECIALISM AND
EXPERTISE IN
AGRICULTURE AND
MANORIAL RIGHTS,
AS WELL AS MINES
AND MINERALS”
MUCKLE LLP

Muckle LLP’s practice works
across a range of matters in the
agricultural and estates area,
including acting for landed
estates in their rural portfolio
management, dealing with
historic property ownership
issues and agricultural property
disputes. David Towns leads the
team and has a particular focus
on landed estate management,
sporting rights and minerals
rights. His team includes senior
associate Elizabeth Earle, who
has experience acting for a range
of private individuals, trusts
and charities, notably in estate
management and rural property
work. Recognised for having “a
genuine specialism and expertise
in agriculture and manorial rights,
as well as mines and minerals,” the
company gains further acclaim for
the “client-focused and solutionoriented people in the agricultural
team,” and its “accurate analysis.”
Key clients include Lonsdale
Settled Estates, Northumberland
Estates and Viscount Lowther’s
Trust. Work includes acting for a
farmer in a nuisance to property
dispute caused by deliberate
channelling of water.
Tilly Bailey & Irvine specialises
in the administration of estates,
as well as advising on in-hand
farming and forestry, agricultural
tenancies and mineral extraction.
Practice head Helen Dexter is
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experienced in the administration
of estates, trusts and succession
planning for farming clients. Her
team includes associate Andrew
Beattie, who is an agricultural
property specialist, and solicitor
Jessica Morton, who arrived
from Sintons LLP in 2018 and
has expertise in succession and
inheritance tax planning, as well
as complex estate administration,
for farmers and landowners. Work
includes advising the Hodgson
Family on the sale of an 80-acre
site to facilitate residential and
leisure development to the
west of Darlington. Further work
includes advising John and
Geoffrey Suddes on the sale of
the mixed-use arable and poultry
Hill House Farm, in Middleton
on Leven, Yarm, and advising JO
Brewis & Sons Limited on the
sale of land for various different
residential developments.

CHARITIES AND NOT-FORPROFIT
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Sintons LLP
Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
John Devine - Muckle LLP
Emma Moody - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Samantha Pritchard - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

Muckle LLP provides a full
range of services to charity
clients nationwide, including
advising on corporate
governance, fundraising,
mergers, employment, property
and tax issues. It is particularly
well-known in the sports
and education sectors. The
“outstanding advocate in charity
law and business” – and Tier
One Leading Individual – John
Devine leads the practice and
specialises in sports and finding
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innovative solutions to legal
issues for high-profile clients.
Recognition for having “a real
understanding of the operating
environment” and taking “the
time to get to the root of issues,
rather than looking for a quick
fix,” is matched by praise for the
company’s endeavour to engage
“with the appropriate resources
efficiently and effectively.”
Clients include The Great North
Air Ambulance Service, The
Alnwick Garden Trust, The Greggs
Foundation, North Music Trust
and Tyneside Cinema. Highlights
include advising The Auckland
Castle Trust to preserve the castle
as a visitor attraction in Bishop
Auckland.

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP is a “highly recommended”
firm, where clients go if they
“want a job done well.” The
Newcastle-based company is
known for its work for education,
healthcare and religious charities,
as well as particular expertise
in transactional matters. The
“solicitor par excellence” – and
Tier One Leading Individual –
Emma Moody leads the practice
and is “energised and positive,”
as well as “well networked” in
the area. Her team includes
managing associate and Tier One
Rising Star Samantha Pritchard,
who specialises in advising on
the complex area where charity
law and public law coincide,
offering “clear and reassuring
advice.” Its key clients include
Crisis UK, Newcastle City Council,
British Mountaineering Council,
Gateshead College, East Durham
College, Durham University
Students’ Union and Bauer Radio
Cash for Kids Charities. Work
includes supporting Newcastle
City Council in transferring the
city’s parks to a newly-created
charity called Newcastle Parks
and Allotments Trust.
Full-service firm Sintons LLP
is best known for its work with
religious organisations. It also
specialises in advising private
clients on the formation and

administration of charitable funds.
Experienced commercial lawyer
Amanda Maskery leads the team
that includes Laura Peace, who has
expertise in ecclesiastical property
transactions, faculty work and
church sharing agreements. Paul
Liddle receives praise for handling
“requests with professionalism.”
Testimonials credit the business
as a “highly recommended, highly
efficient and effective law firm,”
which offers “good quality advice
and work (which is) delivered on
time and with reasonable costs.”
Clients include the Church of
England – Newcastle Diocese and
Carlisle Diocese, North of England
Civic Trust and Methodist Church
Managing Trustees. Work includes
representing Family Gateway
in saving Howdon Community
Centre from closure by North
Tyneside Council and advising
The Cyrenians Limited on an
agreement for loan from funds
operated by The Big Issue to fund
capital requirements.

“HIGHLY
RECOMMENDED,
IF CLIENTS WANT A
JOB DONE WELL, GO
TO WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

Ward Hadaway provides a
charities property practice and a
charity employment practice, with
experience advising registered
and exempt charities and social
enterprise clients on a range of
issues, including governance,
grant making, mergers and legacy
management. The firm also acts
for public, corporate and private
sector clients in dealings with
charities and social enterprises.
Practice head Fiona Wharton
has experience representing
registered and exempt charities,
as well as trading subsidiaries.
The team also includes Gaynor
Jackson, who specialises in
advising charities on contentious
and non-contentious matters
related to trust and estate issues.
Key clients include Newcastle
University, We Love Manchester
Emergency Fund, Changing Lives,
Newcastle University Development
Trust and County Durham
Community Foundation. The firm
provided advice on disposal of
permanent endowment assets,
including liaison with the Charity
Commission, as well as general
property and related advice.
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CONTENTIOUS TRUSTS AND
PROBATE:
TIER 1
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Hay & Kilner
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
Archers Law LLP
Burnetts
Sintons LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Lucy Gray - Hay & Kilner

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Richard Pike - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Emma Saunders - Sintons LLP

The “very bright” Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP practice acts
for individuals, trustees, insurance
companies and charities across
the UK and overseas. The
experienced national team is
led by Neil Long from London
and has three full members of
the Association of Contentious
Trust and Probate Specialists,
as well as being a member of
the Association of Corporate
Trustees. Notable is managing
associate and Tier One Next
Generation Partner Richard Pike,
who is “a very canny litigator”
specialising in advising corporate
trustees, private individuals
and insurers on the full range
of contentious trust, estate and
tax issues. Further testimonials
champion the company’s “helpful,
kind, pragmatic and sensible”
approach, and how its “team has
experience of high-value disputes,
which further lends credibility to
its reputation.” The Newcastlebased firm’s clients include Zedra
(UK) Trusts Limited. Its work
includes advising Zedra’s in-house
trust company on a range of
contentious trust and probate
issues.
Known for dealing with complex
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disputes, Hay & Kilner specialises
in agricultural matters, including
challenging and defending the
validity of wills and codicils,
Inheritance Act 1975 claims and
jurisdictional issues relating to
estate and trust assets. Tier One
Leading Individual Lucy Gray
is an associate member of the
Association of Contentious Trust
and Probate Specialists and has a
particular expertise in trusts and
estates involving agricultural land
and assets. She is “trustworthy,
knowledgeable, capable (and)
compassionate” and leads the
team with Martin Soloman, who
focuses on complex probate and
trust disputes, acting for farming
families and high-net-worth
individuals. He is “extremely well
versed in law.” The company earns
praise for being “well established
within Newcastle-upon-Tyne”
and having “the requisite skills,
knowledge and contacts in the
field of trusts and probate.” The
firm’s work includes advising a
client in relation to issued claims
under the Inheritance Act and for
proprietary estoppel.
Ward Hadaway acts in a range
of contentious trusts, estate and
probate matters. Commercial
litigator Martin Woodford has a
particular focus on high-value
disputes involving financial
mis-selling, as well as in pension
and trust disputes. Also notable
is consultant Gaynor Jackson,
who advises high-net-worth
individuals in relation to wills,
capital tax planning, trusts and
estate matters. In addition, she
works with charities in relation
to trust and estate issues. Based
in Newcastle, Ward Hadaway
runs services out of Sandgate
House, which is based in the city’s
Quayside district.
A well-established wills and
probate team at Archers Law
LLP feeds into the contentious
practice, which was boosted
by the arrival of team leader
Kenton Bazeley, who joined from
Tilly Bailey & Irvine in 2018 and
specialises in litigation. Angela
Torrance is also a key name

for the firm in this area, notably
in contested probate and wills
disputes.

“THE FIRM IS WELL
ESTABLISHED WITHIN
NEWCASTLE UPON
TYNE AND HAS THE
REQUISITE SKILLS,
KNOWLEDGE AND
CONTACTS IN THE
FIELD OF TRUSTS AND
PROBATE”
HAY & KILNER

Burnetts’ contentious trusts and
probate practice acts on a range of
matters, from running Inheritance
Act claims and advising executors
on contentious administrations, to
representing parties challenging
wills and making applications to
court to remove difficult executors.
James Johnston is head of disputes
and his team includes senior
associate Johnny Coulthard and
consultant Patricia Hall, who have
particular experience and expertise
in high-value cases, notably with
a commercial element. Burnetts
runs offices across Cumbria and
Tyneside, complementing its
Carlisle head office with sites
in Cockermouth, Penrith and
Newcastle.
Specialising in litigation, Sintons
LLP has two full members of the
Association of Contentious Trust
and Probate Specialists. Led by
Angus Ashman, the team’s areas of
expertise include Inheritance Act
claims, administration disputes,
constructive trust disputes,
proprietary estoppel claims and
court of protection disputes. Also
notable is “measured and robust”
senior associate Emma Saunders,
who is a particular expert in
contentious probate and is known
for her “honesty, transparency
and commitment to her clients.”
She is named as a Tier One Rising
Star. The company earns plaudits
for being “the go-to practice” and
being “aggressive in getting the
right results.” Further testimonials
extol how its team “is responsive
and committed to clients and
doesn’t see clients as fees but as
people.” Work includes representing
a client with mental health illness
in a challenge to their late father’s
multi-million estate and a crossborder dispute concerning burial
and domicile of the deceased.
Court of protection specialist
Tilly Bailey & Irvine has notable
experience in trust creation
and administration, as well as
providing a dedicated investment
management department. Nicola
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Dalzell leads the team and
her expertise includes wills,
administration of complex
estates, protection of assets and
estate planning. She can call
on Carolyn Tilly, who focuses on
wills, probate, trusts and tax, with
a particular interest in elderly
client matters and the creation
of trusts. Work highlights include
strategic succession planning
for an individual and family with
around several million pounds
moved outside of the estate over
a 15-year period. Further work
includes being instructed to
assist in the administration of a
multi-million-pound estate. The
company has offices in Stockton,
Wynyard, Hartlepool and Barnard
Castle, County Durham.

FAMILY:
TIER 1
David Gray Solicitors LLP
Major Family Law
Silk Family Law

TIER 2
Burnetts
Hay & Kilner
Sintons LLP
Swinburne Maddison
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
Beecham Peacock
BHP Law
EMG Solicitors
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine
Vardags

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Kim Fellowes - Silk Family Law
Jonathan Flower - Ward Hadaway
Kath Hill - Swinburne Maddison
Ian Kennerley - Silk Family Law
Joanne Major - Major Family Law
Lucy Mead - David Gray Solicitors LLP
Simon Mortimer - Burnetts
Mary Shaw - David Gray Solicitors LLP
Margaret Simpson - Silk Family Law
Elspeth Thomson - David Gray Solicitors
LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Sarah Crilly - Ward Hadaway
Claire Hunter - David Gray Solicitors LLP
Wayne Lynn - Silk Family Law

RISING STARS
Louise Cannell-Mirza - Ward Hadaway
Emily Cannell - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Sam Carter - Major Family Law
Siobhan Jeffels - Silk Family Law
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Julia Middleton - EMG Solicitors
Sukhi Patter - David Gray Solicitors LLP

Finance expert and Tier One
Leading Individual Lucy Mead
leads the David Gray Solicitors
LLP practice that has expertise
in female genital mutilation
cases, guardianship issues and
dispute resolution. The firm
undertakes the bulk of its own
advocacy and is involved in an
increasing number of complex
financial cases. The experienced
team is made up of resolution
accredited specialists, members
of the Law Society’s Children Law
Accredited Scheme and Higher
Rights Advocates. This includes
Tier One Leading Individual
Mary Shaw, who is a specialist
lawyer in the areas of advanced
financial provision and private
children law, and managing
partner and Tier One Leading
Individual Elspeth Thomson. Also
recommended are Tier One Next
Generation Partner Claire Hunter
and Tier One Rising Star solicitor
Sukhi Patter. Lesley Monkhouse is
another key lawyer. Work includes
representing children in an
application by the local authority
for Care Orders following the
death of their sibling.
Boutique firm Major Family
Law “provides a dedicated and
thorough service to clients
with family law problems.” The
“imperturbable” managing
director and Legal 500 Tier One
Leading Individual Joanne Major
leads the practice and is “an
expert at helping individuals deal
with the difficulties of divorce
and the financial settlement.” Her
team includes the “tenacious”
director Anna Hunter, who
specialises in complex children
work; director Lucinda Connell,
who is “a skilled advocate” and
active in multi-jurisdictional
children’s cases; consultant
Jonathan Dunkley, whose
expertise lies in complex finance
matters; and solicitor and Tier
One Rising Star Sam Carter,
whose particular focus is advising
clients in complex children law

issues. Testimonials applaud the
team’s “approachable, friendly and
emphatic” manner, with another
saying its “strength is the great
leadership driven from the top by
MD Joanne Major.” Visiting the law
firm’s office, based on Ponteland’s
West Road, “is a joy,” reveals
another commentator.

“VISITING THE
OFFICE IS A JOY - THE
PROFESSIONALISM
OF ALL STAFF WHO
PROVIDE A VERY
SYMPATHETIC AND
COURTEOUS SERVICE
DOES MAKE SOME
OF THE DIFFICULT
SUBJECT MATTER
YOU ARE THERE TO
DISCUSS FAR LESS
TRAUMATIC”
MAJOR FAMILY LAW

Silk Family Law specialises in highnet-worth individuals, particularly
in the agricultural and farming
sector. The team has national reach
and includes in-house barrister
and Tier One Leading Individual
Ian Kennerley, who is “trusted
to always act in the client’s best
interest.” Kim Fellowes, another
Tier One Leading Individual, is “a
dream to work with professionally,”
while fellow Tier One Leading
Individual Margaret Simpson
earns praise for how “attention
to detail is her secret weapon.”
Also notable is “professional,
thorough and competent” Next
Generation Partner Wayne Lynn
and experienced associate and Tier
One Rising Star Siobhan Jeffels,
who is a resolution accredited
specialist in advanced financial
provision and children work.
Further compliments include how
“the reputation of Silk in the area of
Newcastle is second-to-none,” and
how the business “streaks ahead
in providing first-class matrimonial
finance legal advice in the North.”
The firm has offices in Newcastle
and Richmond, North Yorkshire.
The Cumbria-focused practice of
Burnetts specialises in farming
and business clients, notably
in financial, childcare and
guardianship matters. It is known
for handling complex family law
issues, including cross-border
matters and multi-million-pound
divorces involving farm business
partnerships and assets. The
“outstanding” Simon Mortimer – a
Tier One Leading Individual – leads
the team and is an accredited
resolution specialist and a trained
collaborative lawyer. He can call on
the expertise of Amy Fallows, who
focuses on complex financial work
and childcare cases. Testimonials
highlight how Burnetts “is excellent
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in its delegation of activities,”
with Simon Mortimer’s approach
instilling “a high level of trust,
which is very important when
you’re in unfamiliar territory.”
Work includes advising a wife
in a divorce and complicated
partnership dispute, acting for a
father to obtain a declaration of
parentage without DNA testing,
and acting for a husband living in
the UAE seeking contact with a
child in the UK.
Specialising in divorce and
financial provision matters, Hay
& Kilner also has experience in
private and public law children
cases, as well as providing
the expertise to resolve
family disputes by traditional
negotiations, mediation and
collaborative processes. Qualified
mediator Nicola Matthews leads
the team with Rob Hart, who is
regularly instructed by children’s
guardians. Also notable in the
team are associates Kerry Kelso
and Leanne Sutherland, who
are members of the Law Society
Children Panel and deal with
complex children cases. The
practice is “competent, reliable
and cost-effective,” while “all
of the team members are very
committed to the best outcomes
of their client.” Hay & Kilner
has offices in Newcastle and
Wallsend.
Particularly experienced in
high-net-worth individuals,
Sintons LLP also has expertise
with unusual family law cases,
including those related to
the Hague Convention and
international financial cases.
Practice head Steven Freeman
specialises in high-net-worth
financial remedy matters and
his team was boosted by the
arrivals of consultant Elizabeth
Gallagher, who joined from
Macks Solicitors, and solicitor
Louisa Bestford, who arrived
from Jacksons Law. Both are
collaboratively trained.
Swinburne Maddison specialises
in collaborative law and complex
financial matters for wealthy
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clients. It also provides a range
of dispute resolution services.
Chartered legal executive and
Tier One Leading Individual Kath
Hill is the “well-respected and
experienced” practice head and
an accredited mediator and
collaborative lawyer. Her team
includes solicitor Allan Devine,
who has a particular focus on
criminal and public law children
matters on behalf of parents,
and solicitor Catherine Lowther,
who has expertise in relationship
breakdown, as well as public and
private law children matters. “The
team’s strength is most definitely
its welcoming, friendly and
calm demeanour,” with further
praise for how the business is
“professional throughout,” and a
“very friendly, approachable and
knowledgeable firm (which is)
one of the best in Durham.” Work
includes acting in relation to a
pension claim brought against
a client 16 years after divorce.
Swinburne Maddison is based at
Aykley Heads Business Centre.
Ward Hadaway is known for
complex, high-value cases and
has experience in traditional
areas, including relationship
breakdown, as well as children
disputes and safeguarding
children work for the NHS,
academies and private clients.
The practice is led by children
and safeguarding specialist
– and Tier One Leading
Individual – Jonathan Flower and
matrimonial expert Sarah Crilly,
who is named as a Tier One
Next Generation Partner. Also
notable in the team is associate
and Tier One Rising Star Louise
Cannell-Mirza, who has particular
expertise in childcare. The team’s
service is described as “reliable,
consistent (and) professional at
all times (while) the solicitors
always keep clients informed.”
Another testimonial highlights
how “the knowledge and lengthy
experience of the solicitors
within the firm is excellent,
and their case management is
excellent.” Based in Newcastle,
Ward Hadaway runs services
out of Sandgate House, which

is based in the city’s Quayside
district.
The range of expertise at Beecham
Peacock includes domestic
abuse, finance and divorce cases.
Charlotte Talbot and Sophia Yau
Rosher lead a team that was
strengthened by the arrival of
Vanessa Reed from Sunderland
City Council.

“THE KNOWLEDGE
AND LENGTHY
EXPERIENCE OF
THE SOLICITORS
WITHIN THE FIRM
IS EXCELLENT,
AND THEIR CASE
MANAGEMENT IS
EXCELLENT”
WARD HADAWAY

BHP Law covers all aspects of
family and childcare work but is
particularly well-regarded for care
proceedings cases. Its team earns
accolades for being “helpful and
supportive through every step of
the case.” Practice head Andrea
Hewitson is a resolution accredited
solicitor, a member of the Law
Society Family Panel and a fullyqualified collaborative lawyer. Her
team was boosted by the arrival
of associate Amanda Adeola, who
joined from Macks Solicitors in
2018 and is a resolution accredited
solicitor, as well as having Higher
Rights of Audience. “Everyone at
BHP Law were fantastic, especially
Amanda Adeola,” says one
testimonial, with another saying
“Amanda Adeola is a credit to
the firm (with) nothing ever too
much trouble for her.” Tracing its
roots back to the 1800s, BHP Law
has a presence across the North
East, with its office in Darlington
complemented by further sites in
Stockton, Tynemouth, Newcastle
and Belmont, Durham.
EMG Solicitors has “good, friendly
and very accessible staff (who)
treat clients with respect and
understanding.” The firm has
experience in finance, divorce
and children cases. Resolution
accredited associate and Tier
One Rising star Julia Middleton
leads the practice with the “calm,
confident and compassionate”
associate Natalia Lalas, who
has a particular expertise in the
niche area of surrogacy. The team
also has a notable specialism in
complex capacity matters. The
company earns praise for being
“forward-thinking and highlyprofessional” and “has a reputation
for excellence as a leader in its
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field,” while “the manner in
which the firm deals with the
client is fantastic.” Work includes
representing a client as Litigation
Friend for a mother in divorce
and financial proceedings
and representing a client in a
quasi-collaborative divorce and
financial case. Further work
involves advising on a complex
child case with a client with a
brain-injured child with capacity
issues.
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
specialises in acting for highnet-worth individuals in divorce
and financial matters, as well
as prenuptial agreements and
private children work. Consultant
Lyn Rutherford leads the practice
and can call on the expertise of
associate and Tier One Rising
Star Emily Cannell, who has
experience in a range of complex
cases, from divorce and financial
issues to private law children
matters.

Vardags, which has an office
in Newcastle, is a matrimonial
and family law firm specialising
in high-net-worth and complex
cases, particularly involving
an international element. Led
by director Sarah Ward, the
team has notable expertise in
high-value financial matters
and complex Children Act
proceedings. Work includes
representing the financially
weaker husband of a wife who
had inherited a significant
estate from her late parents
and representing the mother
of a young child in relation to
ongoing children proceedings
against an alleged coercive and
controlling father.

RISING STARS
PERSONAL TAX, TRUSTS
AND PROBATE

Paul Collingwood
Sintons LLP

PERSONAL TAX, TRUSTS
AND PROBATE:
TIER 1
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

Katie Gosling
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

TIER 2
Known for private finance
family law, Tilly Bailey & Irvine
specialises in high-net-worth
clients, particularly from the
farming sector. Brian Farrell
leads the team and is a member
of the Law Society Family Law
Accreditation scheme. His
areas of expertise are divorce
and financial remedies relating
to farming and business. Also
notable is associate Shamin Ali,
who has experience in child
arrangements matters and is
cited as an “up-and-coming
family solicitor with a practical,
result-orientated approach
to litigation.” Work includes
divorce and finances involving a
business and farming interests
that have been built up during
the course of a marriage but
are not wholly attributable
to the husband. Further work
involves an exceptionally
acrimonious case involving
divorce, financial remedy orders,
commercial litigation and child
arrangements. The company
has offices in Stockton, Wynyard,
Hartlepool and Barnard Castle,
County Durham.
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EMG Solicitors
Hay & Kilner
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
DWF
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Latimer Hinks Solicitors
Sintons LLP
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

Andrea Ingledew
EMG Solicitors

TIER 4
BHP Law
Burnetts
Cartmell Shepherd
Iain Nicholson & Co
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Muckle LLP
Swinburne Maddison

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Harry Chrisp - Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd
Andrew Facer - Ward Hadaway
Emma Gaudern - EMG Solicitors
Alison Hall - Hay & Kilner
Deborah Jude - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
George Lyall - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Iain Nicholson - Iain Nicholson & Co
Paul Nickalls - Sintons LLP

Richard Marshall
Hay & Kilner

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Samantha Edward - EMG Solicitors
Jemma Morland - EMG Solicitors
Emily Pike - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

Fiona McLaughlin
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Paul Collingwood - Sintons LLP
Katie Gosling - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Andrea Ingledew - EMG Solicitors
Richard Marshall - Hay & Kilner
Fiona McLaughlin - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

David Dale and Helen Tavroges
lead the Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP team. The range of
expertise and strength in depth
includes Tier One Leading
Individual and private wealth and
capital tax planning specialist
George Lyall; court of protection
and inheritance tax expert – and
Tier One Leading Individual –
Deborah Jude; and managing
associate and Tier One Next
Generation Partner Emily Pike,
who has particular experience in
advising on succession planning for
business owners and shareholders.
Also notable are the “client focused
and dynamic” associates – and
Tier One Rising Stars – Fiona
McLaughlin and Katie Gosling.
The “highly-skilled” and “extremely
responsive” EMG Solicitors is
known for estate administration,
court of protection and complex
cases involving capacity. The
“approachable, friendly and
professional” team is led by
directors and Tier One Next
Generation Partners Jemma
Morland and Samantha Edward,
who can call on the expertise of
managing director and Tier One
Leading Individual Emma Gaudern,
a court of protection specialist. Also
notable in this area is associate
and Tier One Rising Star Andrea
Ingledew.
Hay & Kilner focuses on
agricultural clients and high-networth individuals, with particular
expertise in entrepreneur tax
advice and succession planning.
Practice head and Tier One
Leading Individual Alison Hall
specialises in agricultural property
relief and business property relief,
as well as advising on Inheritance
Act cases. Her team includes Alice
Clewes, an expert in succession
planning for business clients and
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high-net-worth individuals; and
STEP-qualified associate and Tier
One Rising Star Richard Marshall.
Ward Hadaway provides a
broad range of advice to clients
including corporate trustees,
national charities, entrepreneurs
and landowners. Practice head
and Tier One Leading Individual
Andrew Facer has expertise
in acting for entrepreneurial
and landed clients, notably in
succession planning through
trusts and wills. His team
includes Gaynor Jackson, who
advises charities in relation to
trust and estate issues.
The commercially-focused
practice of DWF is led by private
capital and high-net-worth
individuals specialist Jon Gould.
His team has notable experience
in tax and corporate advice, as
well as complex, cross-border
probates and asset protection.
Associate Laura Murphy has
particular expertise in wills and
administration of estate work.
Gibson & Co Solicitors Ltd is
known as a strong agricultural
practice, but it also acts for
a range of clients, providing
wills and probate services,
as well as advising high-networth individuals and landed
estates on complex trust and
succession planning. Anthony
Gibson leads the experienced
team that includes Tier One
Leading Individual Harry Chrisp,
who specialises in dealing with
large agricultural estates; Chris
Sheppard, who was promoted
to partner in 2019; and new
addition Kath Monteith, who
joined from Kidd & Spoor Harper
in 2019.
Acting for farmers and
agricultural clients, Latimer
Hinks Solicitors is known for
succession planning work, as
well as its in-house trust and
tax department. Anne Elliott is
head of the firm’s private client
group; Elizabeth Armstrong leads
the tax and trusts team; Natalie
Palmer is the court of protection
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head; and Andrew Way’s
specialisms include tax planning,
wills, probate and capacityrelated work.

specialises in the creation and
management of trusts. Associate
Timothy Boardman joined in 2018
from Cartmell Shepherd and
brings experience in wills, powers
of attorney, estates and trusts.

Sintons LLP’s practice is led
by Tier One Leading Individual
Paul Nickalls, who has particular
expertise in trusts, tax and
succession planning. The team
specialises in high-net-worth
clients, tax planning and
asset protection, with notable
experience in complex and crossborder probates. Senior associate
and Tier One Rising Star Paul
Collingwood is an expert in
administering complex estates,
as well as advising trustees.
Tilly Bailey & Irvine focuses on
bespoke advice to businesses,
high-net-worth individuals and
trusts. Practice head Nicola
Dalzell’s expertise includes wills,
estates, inheritance tax planning
and mental capacity work. She
can call on the experience of
managing partner Carolyn Tilly,
who has a particular specialism
in elderly client matters and the
creation of trusts. Also notable is
STEP-qualified solicitor Jessica
Morton, who joined the team
from Sintons LLP in 2018.
Helen Biglin and Karen Pratt
lead the team at BHP Law,
which is known for “friendliness,
approachability, availability,
efficiency and transparency.” The
wills, trusts and probate group
acts for individuals, companies
and trustees on a range of
matters, from the preparation of
basic wills to the establishment
and administration of trusts. The
practice also provides experience
in agricultural and commercial
estate planning and complex
capacity cases. In addition, the
firm’s court of protection offering
was boosted by the arrival of
Stephen Williams, who joined
from Switalskis Solicitors in 2018.
Burnetts has extensive
experience of advising clients
with farming assets, as well as in
complex and multi-jurisdictional
estate planning. Led by Rachael
Stephenson, the team also

Cartmell Shepherd acts for
private clients and charitable
trusts, focusing on tax and estate
planning advice for agricultural
and landed estates. Deborah
Flynn leads the team that also has
expertise in court of protection
work. Consultant Diana Armstrong
and managing director and
contentious probate team head
Peter Stafford are notable in this
area.
Iain Nicholson & Co specialises in
private client work and agriculture,
particularly in matters relating to
property and wealth planning.
Director and Tier One Leading
Individual Iain Nicholson has
extensive experience advising
high-net-worth individuals on wills,
probates, taxation and property.
Fellow director Peter Dakin is a
member of STEP and has notable
expertise in inheritance tax, as well
as property.

“MUCKLE HAS AN
UNFAILING KNACK
OF MAKING YOU
FEEL LIKE THEIR
MOST IMPORTANT
CLIENT AS SOON AS
YOU WALK THROUGH
THEIR DOOR”
MUCKLE LLP

Wills, trusts and probate specialist
Louise Miller is practice head at
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP. She leads
a team that was strengthened
by the arrival of STEP-qualified
solicitor Lydia McCaslin, who joined
in 2018 from Alderson Law. The
firm has particular experience with
high-net-worth individuals and
complex estates, as well as seeing
an increase in court of protection
and trust work.
Keith Hately leads the Muckle
LLP practice that is known for
representing business owners,
company directors and senior
executives, as well as wealthy
individuals and their families.
Expert in personal estate planning
for business clients Julie Garbutt
joined as a senior associate from
Sintons LLP in 2018. The team was
further strengthened by the arrivals
of agriculture, estates and property
specialists David Towns and senior
associate Elizabeth Earle from
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Advertising feature: Mincoffs Solicitors

MINCOFFS SHINES IN THIS
YEAR’S LEGAL 500
The Jesmond-based Mincoffs Solicitors is celebrating 22
of its solicitors being named in the 2019 rankings, while
the firm is recognised for a ‘commercial and practical
approach not found elsewhere’
Mincoffs Solicitors enjoyed
recognition for its ‘forensic
knowledge of the law’ and
a ‘commercial and practical
approach not found elsewhere’ in
this years’ Legal 500 guide.
Twenty-two of the firm’s solicitors
from across its nine disciplines
were recommended in the guide
and four department heads were
identified as Leading Individuals
in their respective fields.
The firm’s corporate team, the
third most active in the region in
terms of volume and second with
regards to deal value according

to the independent Experian
Market IQ report (YTD 2019),
is understandably proud of its
recent successes.
The team has played a pivotal
role in high-value deals across
a wide range of sectors, both in
the North East and outside the
region. In 2018, the corporate
team was named Corporate and
Commercial Team of the Year at
the Northern Law Awards and
in the same year completed 76
deals with an aggregate value of
£400 million.
The team has cultivated a

“WE PRIDE
OURSELVES
ON BUILDING
LONGSTANDING,
COMMERCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
OUR CLIENTS, MANY
OF WHOM HAVE
BEEN WITH US FOR
DECADES”

reputation for providing a high
standard of work with a straighttalking approach, which is
reflected in the calibre of clients it
attracts.
Of particular note is the team’s
ongoing working relationship
with the High Street Group of
companies. Most recently, the
team has advised on the purchase
of the iconic 55 Degrees North site,
the acquisition of Knightsbridgebased First Penthouse Limited, and
raising finance for the Hadrian’s
Tower development in Newcastle
city centre. When complete, the
impressive skyscraping structure
will offer 162 apartments providing
a ‘market-leading product
for luxury living’ in Newcastle,
bolstering the city’s economy.
Other notable deals include the
multi-million pound refinance of
hospitality operator Cairn Group,
the onshoring and refinance of
Gort North East Investment’s
entire property portfolio, the
acquisition of J-Media IT services
by Razorblue and the disposal of
Carrick Financial Management to
Tier One Capital, as well as raising
development capital for Cardiff
based AI company Amplyfi and a
number of management buyout
transactions.
Head of corporate Paul Hughes,
described by the Legal 500 as a
‘veteran of corporate law’, says: “It
has been another positive year
for the firm as a whole. We pride
ourselves on building longstanding,
commercial relationships with our
clients, many of whom have been
with us for decades. We take the
time to get to know their business
and their needs and to become a
seamless extension to their teams.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Mincoffs Solicitors
www.mincoffs.co.uk

Pictured:
Paul Hughes, head of corporate
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Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
in 2018.
The “friendly, efficient and
always very helpful” Swinburne
Maddison is led by John Davison,
who has particular expertise
in wills, trusts and inheritance
tax planning. He leads a team
of “STEP-qualified and highly
client-focused” practitioners that
includes Anna Stephenson, who
was promoted to managing
associate in 2018. Known
for its work in the farming
and professional agriculture
communities, the firm represents
a range of clients from elderly
and high-net-worth individuals,
to national UK charities.

PROJECTS, ENERGY
AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
ENERGY:
TIER 1
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Muckle LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Barbara Painter - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Mark Whitehead - Ward Hadaway

Ward Hadaway’s energy
department houses members
of the firm’s commercial,
property, construction finance
and corporate teams to provide
energy sector clients with a
full-service offering. The group’s
expertise includes fossil fuels,
renewable and low carbon
energy supply chains, utilities,
distribution network operations,
offshore production and energy
technology, with a particular
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niche in biogas projects.
Consultant and Tier One Leading
Individual Mark Whitehead leads
the team and advises a wide
variety of up and downstream
clients. These clients, for the
Newcastle-based firm, include
Actuant Corporation, Wardley
Biogas, Northern Powergrid
and DeepOcean Group. Its
work includes advising project
developer Wardley Biogas
on achieving financial close
in relation to a large-scale
food waste biomethane-togrid production facility to be
constructed on a site in Tyne
and Wear. Further project work
includes advising a manufacturer
in connection with a proposed
private wire power purchase and
private network arrangements in
connection with 25MW waste-toenergy production facilities.
Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP’s team has a varied
practice, advising developers of
new electricity generation and
storage projects, real estate and
infrastructure, alongside expertise
in a wide range of renewable
technologies. The team is
co-led by Tier One Leading
Individual Barbara Painter,
who has experience in capacity
market auctions, and real estate
specialist Michael Brown. Key
clients for the business include
EDF Energy Renewables,
Sembcorp Utilities (UK), Rydberg
Development Company, Quarry
Battery Company and Northern
Powergrid. Highlights for the
Newcastle-based company
include advising longstanding
client Tekmar, a subsea marine
engineer, on the admission of
its shares to trading on AIM
with a market capitalisation
of approximately £65 million,
following a successful £61.8
million fundraising from
institutional investors. Its work
also includes advising EQT
Infrastructure on the sale of
Tampnet UK and Central North
Sea Fibre Telecommunications
Company Limited, as part of the
wider sale of the global Tampnet
Group.

“FIRST CLASS,
PROFESSIONAL
LEGAL AND BUSINESS
ADVICE ON HOW TO
GAIN THE OXYGEN
OF PUBLICITY
NECESSARY FOR
STRONG BUSINESS
GROWTH”
MUCKLE LLP

Muckle LLP has “an unfailing
knack of making you feel like their
most important client as soon
as you walk through their door.”
Furthermore, it offers “first-class,
professional legal and business
advice (on) how to gain the oxygen
of publicity necessary for strong
business growth.” It has experience
in a range of sectors spanning oil
and gas, nuclear and renewables.
The multi-disciplinary team is led
by “tower of strength” Andrew
Davison, who is most noted for
his work on the corporate aspects
of energy projects and has an
active transactional practice.
Development work is handled by
Libbie Henderson, who specialises
in energy, waste and minerals,
drawing on a strong background
in land-based wind, solar and
nuclear energy projects. Will McKay
is another noted lawyer. Key clients
include Port of Tyne. Work includes
advising Avid Technology on a
waste heat recovery contract for
the construction of a waste heat
recovery unit.

PUBLIC SECTOR
EDUCATION:
TIER 1
Burnetts
Muckle LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Ward Hadaway
Watson Burton LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Tim Care - Ward Hadaway
Tony McPhillips - Muckle LLP
Kevin Robertson - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Natalie Ruane - Burnetts

RISING STARS
Olivia Brown - Watson Burton LLP
Peter Cantwell - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
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The education team at Burnetts
provides HR professionals
specialising in the day-to-day
advice required by schools and
other education sector clients,
notably property-related matters.
Tier One Leading Individual
Natalie Ruane is head of the
employment law and HR team
and is an expert in employment
law, working exclusively in the
education sector. Testimonials
praise the firm’s “highly-skilled
professionals who know the
sector well,” and how its team
“always ensures they have an
accurate clear understanding of
the issues.” It is also commended
for offering “clear advice and
guidance, which is accurate and
focuses on a school’s needs.”
Key clients include Cumbria
Education Trust, Furness
Academy, Furness College, Bury
College, Lakes College and
Witherslack. Further clients listed
include Austin Friars, Riverside
College, Cockermouth School, St
Benedict’s Catholic High School
and Westfield Primary School.
Highlights include representing
Cumbria Education Trust in
its high-profile acquisition of
Whitehaven Academy from the
Bright Tribe Trust.
Muckle LLP has experience
across the sector, acting for
higher education and further
education institutions nationally,
as well as multiple MATS,
academy trusts and independent
schools in the region. Tier
One Leading Individual Tony
McPhillips leads the practice
and focuses on multi-academy
trusts, colleges and universities.
Also notable in the team is
Joanne Davison, who specialises
in academies work. Testimonials
commend the firm’s “responsive,
commercial and proactive
approach,” revealing how it has
“developed relationships with
key stakeholders, such as local
authorities in the region and the
Department for Education, which
means they understand how to
progress matters in the most
appropriate way.” Its key clients
include Newcastle College Group,
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Tyne Coast College and Bishop
Auckland College. Highlights
include providing legal support
to Newcastle University on the
design and construction of a new
teaching and learning facility and
the provision of advice regarding
liabilities for replacement of plant
within shared buildings.
With a national coverage,
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP provides a comprehensive
range of services. The firm
handles advice and support to
clients across various disciplines,
including academy conversions,
further education college
mergers, governance and SEN
tribunals. The “professional and
principled” Kevin Robertson – a
Tier One Leading Individual
– leads the practice and “his
reputation in the field goes
before him.” Also in his team is
associate and Tier One Rising
Star Peter Cantwell, who
specialises in property work for
education sector clients. Simon
Rowland, Barbara Painter, Emma
Moody, Ian Atkinson and Ian
Greenshields are also noted. Key
clients include the Education &
Skills Funding Agency (ESFA),
the Department for Education
(DfE), St Oswald’s Catholic
Academy Trust and Darlington’s
Carmel Education Trust. Work
includes advising the ESFA and
DfE on the flagship Free Schools
programme, which includes UTCs
and Studio Schools, and advising
governing bodies on their
conversion to Academy status.
Newcastle’s Ward Hadaway
is known for expertise in
governance and school-toacademy conversion, as well as
being experienced in a range of
matters for a diverse clientele,
notably multi-academy trusts.
Frank Suttie co-leads the
national team with Tier One
Leading Individual Tim Care,
who specialises in issues arising
from the Government’s current
academisation programme; and
Graham Vials, who focuses on
employment and HR issues in the
sector. The firm earns praise for

its “calm, common sense approach
(which is) supported by years of
knowledge and experience within
the Academy Conversion setting.”
Key clients include Outwood
Grange Academies Trust, Delta
Academies Trust, The Durham
Diocesan Multi Academy Trust
and North East Learning Trust. Its
highlights include advising The
Co-operative Academies Trust
on its programme of expansion
and in the past 12 months it
has completed seven school-toacademy conversions or transfers
(from a previous Academy Trust),
with a number of other projects
ongoing.

“THE FIRM OFFERS
CLEAR ADVICE AND
GUIDANCE, WHICH
IS ACCURATE AND
FOCUSES ON A
SCHOOLS NEEDS”
BURNETTS

Watson Burton LLP’s team is
comprised of experts in corporate,
commercial, employment, real
estate and litigation. The firm
supports educational institutions
from schools and academies
to further education colleges,
universities and providers. It
particularly specialises in advising
institutions looking to convert to
academy status. Practice head
Paul Wigham focuses on advice
to academy trusts on expansion
and major capital build projects,
as well as providing advice to
further education and higher
education clients on corporate
issues. Also notable is solicitor and
Tier One Rising Star Olivia Brown,
who is “thorough, organised and
reliable” and “builds confidence
with clients.” Key clients include
Northumberland College, Biddick
Academy Trust, Gosforth Federated
Academies Limited, Hurworth
School Limited and Redcar and
Cleveland College. Work includes
acting for Stockton Riverside
College on its merger with Redcar
and Cleveland College by way
of a ‘Type B’ merger under the
provisions of the Further and
Higher Education Act.
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HEALTH:
TIER 1
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Hempsons
Sintons LLP
Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Amanda Maskery - Sintons LLP
Melanie Pears - Ward Hadaway
Crispin Pettifer - Hempsons
Gill Weatherill - DAC Beachcroft LLP

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Stephen Maratos – Hempsons

DAC Beachcroft LLP acts for NHS
and private sector clients working
in the health sector across a
range of matters, including those
related to corporate, commercial,
regulatory, employment and
governance issues. It is known for
combining insight into the NHS
landscape and the challenges
facing the independent health
sector. Hall of Fame inductee
Nigel Montgomery leads the
national practice, while in
Newcastle, healthcare regulatory
specialist and Tier One Leading
Individual Gill Weatherill co-leads
with Guy Bredenkamp, who has
particular experience in advising
NHS employers on employment
matters. Testimonials praise
the company’s “supportiveness,
flexibility (and) safe pair of hands,”
and its “subject knowledge in
relation to mental health.” Key
clients include Northumbria
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust,
North of England Commissioning
Support Unit and North Tees and
Hartlepool NHS Foundation Trust.
Highlights include providing
information governance and
contract advice to NHS Digital in
relation to a new mobile app for
English patients.
Hempsons is “one of the
strongest teams dealing with
NHS Trust work (and has) a good
connection in the North.” It
provides healthcare advisory and
healthcare litigation teams for
clients that include public and
private healthcare organisations,
charities and social enterprises.
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Corporate-commercial specialist
and Tier One Leading Individual
Crispin Pettifer handles a range
of contracts in health and social
care contexts. He co-leads with
Deborah Ramshaw, who is an
expert procurement lawyer
focused on advising contracting
authorities and bidders in various
matters. Also notable in the team
are Tier One Next Generation
Partner Stephen Maratos, who
specialises in claims litigation
on behalf of NHS Trusts and
clinicians, and Alison Oliver,
who joined in 2019 from Ward
Hadaway and brings expertise
in GP and dental practice issues.
Highlights include representing
NHS England in the re-licensing
process for the 15 national
Academic Health Science
Networks. Hempsons is based in
Newcastle’s West One.
Well regarded for its knowledge
of the NHS and healthcare sector,
Sintons LLP also specialises in
acting in a trusted advisor role to
various trusts. Tier One Leading
Individual Amanda Maskery
leads the team and her expertise
includes advising on corporate
and commercial issues relating
to governance, new model care
structures and procurement. Key
clients include the Newcastle
upon Tyne Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, Gateshead
Community Based Care, North
East Ambulance Service NHS
Foundation Trust and Harrogate
and District NHS Foundation
Trust. Work highlights include
advising the Newcastle upon
Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation
Trust in relation to a loan
from Newcastle City Council
to fund the construction of a
new staff car park at the Trust’s
Royal Victoria Infirmary site in
Newcastle city centre. Further
work includes advising Harrogate
and District NHS Foundation
Trust in relation to its contract
with Stockton-on-Tees Borough
Council for the provision of public
health services.
Newcastle’s Ward Hadaway
provides support to healthcare

“THE TEAM PROVIDES
SUPPORTIVENESS,
FLEXIBILITY, A SAFE
PAIR OF HANDS AND
RESPONSIVENESS”
DAC BEACHCROFT LLP

organisations across the UK,
specialising in a number of areas,
including devising anti-fraud
initiatives for the NHS, establishing
NHS Foundation Trust trading
companies, childcare matters and
procurement. The team is led by
Jeffrey Keeble, who focuses on
high-value birth injury claims;
public sector expert and Tier One
Leading Individual Melanie Pears;
Stuart Craig, who has experience
acting for NHS Trusts; and Saji
Bratch, who is particularly adept at
advising public and private bodies
on property transactions. Key
clients include Connect Physical
Health and Tees, Esk and Wear
Valleys NHS Foundation Trust. Work
highlights include establishing a
wholly-owned trading company
for North East Ambulance Service
NHS Foundation Trust with
bespoke articles of association,
which addressed lessons learned
from first generation trading
vehicles. Further work includes
acting for Tees, Esk and Wear
Valleys NHS Foundation Trust in
relation to offering employment to
employees of Carillion.

REAL ESTATE
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY:
TIER 1
Muckle LLP
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
Archers Law LLP
Baines Wilson LLP
Burnetts
Swinburne Maddison
Tilly Bailey & Irvine

TIER 2
DWF
Sintons LLP
Watson Burton LLP
BHP Law
Latimer Hinks Solicitors

TIER 3
Hay & Kilner
Short Richardson & Forth
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TIER 4
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS:
HALL OF FAME
John Ralph - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Jonathan Combe - Muckle LLP
Adam Heather - DWF
Sean Logue - Baines Wilson LLP
Christopher Todd - Archers Law LLP
Victoria Walton - Swinburne Maddison

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Gail Bennett - Muckle LLP
John Booth - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP
Heather Markham - Ward Hadaway
Lee Pickett - DWF
Rachel List - Archers Law LLP

The team at Archers Law
LLP handles a wide variety of
commercial property matters
across the Tees Valley region
and the wider North East. Areas
of expertise include real estate
transactions, development
projects, landlord-tenant work
and commercial property
finance transactions. Clients
include banks, developers and
freeholders. Promoted to partner
in April 2019, Rachel List – a Tier
One Next Generation Partner
– leads the team and earns
plaudits for being “very hands-on
and (being capable of delivering)
on client expectations and
taking ownership of issues.” The
team includes former practice
head, development expert – and
Tier One Leading Individual
– Christopher Todd. A further
testimonial praises Archers for
having “a very passionate team,
which serves its clients in the
Tees Valley area very well.” Work
highlights include the sale of
Darlington marine engineer
Subsea Innovation’s entire issued
share capital to a publicly-listed
company for circa £2 million.
Archers Law LLP is based in
Stockton.
In Carlisle, Baines Wilson
LLP’s key area of expertise is
development projects, with
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wide-ranging experience in hotel
development, school extensions,
residential developments and
other industrial and commercial
projects. The team also regularly
handles property transactions,
as well as landlord and tenant
instructions throughout Cumbria.
Sean Logue, named as a Tier
One Leading Individual – takes
the lead and is supported by
Duncan Harty, whose expertise
includes the agribusiness
sector, and development and
regeneration expert Laura
Barnfield. Elizabeth Sewell,
Stephanie Bradley, Lucie Barnes
and Sophi Al-Tikriti are also noted
by Legal 500 as key lawyers. Key
clients include Genesis Homes
(North) Limited, for which Baines
Wilson LLP provided advice in
connection with the acquisition
and financing of a residential
development site. The company
also represented a party in its
£1.3 million acquisition of a
residential development site
from another party and provided
advice on the disposal of a
portfolio of care homes.
Burnetts is “one of the leading
teams in Cumbria, (with) a
progressive go-ahead approach.”
The firm handles a wide array of
commercial property matters,
including portfolio management,
planning and development,
pension fund portfolios and
property finance, in addition
to regionally specific issues
pertaining to mines and minerals.
The group is co-led by property
finance and development expert
Robbie Mather and Helen
Hayward, whose robust client
roster includes investment
portfolio landlords and pension
funds. She earns praise for “having
first-hand experience of the
property sector, understanding
clients’ needs and objectives and
providing clear advice on what
they want to do and what they
need to do.” Other key lawyers
at the firm, which has a base in
Newcastle, are Sarah Loan and
Abigail Clucas. Key clients include
Stobart Group. Work includes
acting as sole legal adviser for all

property matters relating to Eden
Housing Association’s portfolio,
which stands at 2000 units.

“EXCELLENT,
PRAGMATIC AND
KNOWLEDGEABLE
SERVICE AND GOOD
UNDERSTANDING
OF REAL ESTATE IN
THE NORTH EAST OF
ENGLAND”
MUCKLE LLP

Muckle LLP is the go-to firm for
real estate clients in the education
and sport sectors, alongside its
more general real estate offering.
It was appointed to the Crown
Commercial Service panel in 2018,
cementing its reputation with
public sector clients. The group
is instructed on transactions,
portfolio management and
joint ventures. Tier One Leading
Individual Jonathan Combe leads
the team, which includes David
Towns – who joined from Womble
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP in 2018
– and transactional lawyer and
Tier One Next Generation Partner
Gail Bennett. Will McKay and
James Armstrong are other key
lawyers. Testimonials highlight
the firm’s “excellent, pragmatic
and knowledgeable service,” as
well as its “good understanding
of real estate in the North East.”
Key clients include Home Group
and Newcastle University. Its work
includes acting for Metnor Group
on the sale of the Grade II-listed
Generator Studios building,
based in Newcastle city centre, to
Vengrove Group.
Swinburne Maddison’s Durhambased team’s key areas of
expertise are development work
for developers and landowners,
leasing and commercial property
transactions. Clients include small
and large developers, owners of
property portfolios and not-forprofit and charitable entities. The
team is led by Tier One Leading
Individual Victoria Walton, whose
expertise includes acquisitions,
sales, leases of commercial
property and finance work. Other
key lawyers are Simon Robinson
and Kate Stephenson. Testimonials
cite the firm’s “knowledgeable
and friendly” team that goes
“the extra mile to provide an
excellent service.” Key clients
include Durham Cathedral, The
Esh Group, Theakston Estates and
Wynyard Park Land. Work includes
negotiating a collaboration
agreement regarding the
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promotion and development
of circa 500 hectares of land
to the north of Darlington for
approximately 4500 houses.
Further work includes acting on
behalf of Hesler Homes Limited
on the finance of a development
site outside the North East and its
subsequent sale.
Headquartered in Wynyard,
the team at Tees Valley firm
Tilly Bailey & Irvine has
particular expertise in advising
pension funds on acquisitions,
disposal and management of
their property portfolios. The
group also regularly handles
development site transactions in
the residential and social housing
sector. The group is led by Sara
Garnett, who was promoted
to partner in 2018 and “gives
excellent legal advice.” Andrew
Beattie, described as being “very
conscientious and attentive
to detail,” Martin Levinson and
Rhiannon Melrose are listed as
other key lawyers. Key clients
include IPM Personal Pension
Trustees, Prism Planning, Gus
Robinson Developments Limited
and Swale Valley Construction.
Work includes advising IPM
Personal Pension Trustees on
the acquisition of an industrial
estate comprising 21 separate
units on behalf of a SIPP. Further
work includes acting for Gus
Robinson Developments Limited
in securing a number of sites
for development and for Prism
Planning Limited on a relocation.
The team at Ward Hadaway
has a diverse practice, advising
housebuilders, commercial
developers, occupiers and
investors and public sector
clients on the spectrum of real
estate matters, supported by a
dedicated real estate finance
group. The group is co-led by
property development expert
Lesley Fairclough and planning
specialist Robin Atkin. Tier One
Next Generation Partner Heather
Markham is recommended
for commercial property work,
with particular expertise in the
charitable sector. Alex Wright,
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Simon Errington, Helen O’Neill,
Saji Bratch, Neil Smith and
Sophie Bohill are other key
lawyers, as is Alex Cox, who earns
praise for having a “telepathic
understanding of his clients’
requirements.” Work highlights
include acting for BDW Trading
Limited (Barratt Homes) on
the majority of its acquisition,
development and strategic land
deals in the North. The company
also lists acting for Keepmoat
Homes on the majority of its site
acquisitions in the North East
among its many projects.
Drawing upon its status as an
international firm, the team
at Newcastle’s Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP – “easy people
to work with, who can explain
complex issues in an accessible
manner” – is able to handle
flagship real estate deals across
the North East, advising national
housebuilders, residential
landlords, property funds and
other corporate clients. The group
is led by Hall of Fame inductee
John Ralph, who is instructed
by owners and occupiers of
investment, development and
operational real estate assets.
Managing associate and Tier One
Next Generation Partner John
Booth is noted for expertise in
the education and energy sectors.
Other key lawyers at the firm
are Barbara Painter, Ian Ward,
Michael Brown and Tom Willows.
Work highlights include acting
for Buccleuch Property Group
on the sale of 55 Degrees North,
in Newcastle, for £5.3 million to
Tarras Park Properties Limited,
the owners of the old Bank of
England site.
In Darlington, BHP Law’s team
has developed a niche in advising
farmers and landowners on rural
diversification issues, including
renewable energy projects. The
group also handles matters
relating to commercial disposals
and acquisitions, large-scale land
development and agricultural
tenancies. The group is led by
veteran commercial property
lawyer Peter Blackett. Other key

lawyers listed are Kathryn Boyd,
Liz Smith and Catherine Booth.
Work includes supporting a client
on the acquisition of land for
development. Tracing its roots
back to the 1800s, BHP Law now
has a presence across the North
East, with its office in Darlington
complemented by further sites in
Stockton, Tynemouth, Newcastle
and Belmont, Durham.

“CLIENTS ALWAYS
FEEL IN A GOOD SAFE
PAIR OF EFFICIENT
HANDS”
TILLY BAILEY & IRVINE

DWF’s team utilises its strong
national presence to advise
regional and national clients on
the spectrum of real estate matters
in the North East, including
investment and property portfolio
management, regeneration and
development projects, landlord
and tenant issues, and housingrelated projects. Practice head and
Tier One Leading Individual Adam
Heather has particular expertise
in finance and funding for public
and private sector real estate
projects, while Lee Pickett – a Tier
One Next Generation Partner – is
a housing expert. Jonathan Smith
is named as another key lawyer.
Key clients include Hanro Group,
Newcastle College, Stockton
Borough, Darlington Borough
and Sunderland City councils.
Work highlights include acting
for a Luxembourg-based real
estate fund in the purchase of a
£140 million office portfolio and
immediate sub-sale of £80 million
of the assets. Further work includes
acting for The Northumberland
Estates in the sale of three
industrial estates. DWF runs an
office in Newcastle.
Darlington’s Latimer Hinks
Solicitors handles the gamut
of commercial property-related
services, including transactions
for sellers and buyers, landlordtenant issues, real estate finance
and trusteeships for regionally,
nationally and internationallybased clients. Adam Wood leads
the team, focusing on acquisitions
and disposals, landed estates,
mineral leases, secured lending
and lease management. Neil
Stevenson and Martin Williamson
are noted as other key lawyers
at the business. Work includes
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advising a client on the sale of
a development site to a local
housebuilder and advising
a client on the purchase of
commercial premises. Latimer
Hinks was established by J F
Latimer, in Darlington, in 1892,
with the firm originally practising
from the town’s High Row. It
moved to nearby Priestgate in
1905. Charles Hinks joined the
partnership in 1927, whereupon
the business was re-named J F
Latimer & Hinks.
Sintons LLP’s team is preeminent in healthcare sector
real estate, including landlordtenant and development work
for professional partnerships,
national NHS trusts and care
providers. Other areas of expertise
are real estate finance, residential
and commercial development,
portfolio management, leisure
and the agricultural sectors,
while Paul Liddle has developed
a niche in ecclesiastical property
law alongside more traditional
development and investment
projects. Mark Dobbin leads
the team. Alok Loomba, Tom
Wills, David Ferguson and Laura
Peace are other key lawyers.
Clients include The Church
Commissioners for England,
Sansec Developments, Malhotra
Group plc and Crown Care
Group. Work highlights include
the conditional acquisition of a
residential development site for
Cussins (North East) to facilitate
larger development of circa 580
dwellings and acting for Sansec
Developments in respect of the
acquisition of a development
site. The company also lists work
with Malhotra Group on the
acquisition of a prominent city
centre investment purchase.
Newcastle law firm Watson
Burton LLP’s key areas of
expertise include commercial
and residential development,
secured lending and banking
support, real estate support
in corporate transactions,
investment, portfolio
management and education
and healthcare sector real estate
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issues. “Highly diligent (and)
knowledgeable” department
head Naren Deen specialises in
property investment and secured
lending and has vast experience
in regeneration schemes. Other
key lawyers are Helen Stenton
and Richard Phillips. Testimonials
applaud the team for being
“easy to deal with, quick to
respond, and very detailed in
its knowledge.” The firm’s key
clients include Stockton Riverside
College, Lok Developments,
Gosforth Federated Academies,
Northern Trust Company and
Advanced Electronics. Its work
highlights include the negotiation
of Lok Developments’ contract
and transfer with Newcastle City
Council, including negotiation of
release of restrictive covenants
and a carve out in the transfer
permitting the client to develop
Eagle Star House in accordance
with its development proposals.
Hay & Kilner earns praise for
being “by far the best law firm for
commercial property purchases
and leases.” Its department
is regularly instructed on
transactions, as well as landlordtenant matters, joint ventures
and real estate finance. Its clients
include an array of regional
owner-managed businesses,
but the group also assists
major developers, educational
establishments and healthcare
providers. Healthcare sector
expert Nicola Tiffen, who is
heralded as “the best commercial
property lawyer in the North,”
leads the team. Other key lawyers
are Richard Freeman-Wallace and
Chris Anderson, with the latter
earning acclaim for being “highlyeffective and efficient.” Clients
include Persimmon Homes,
Park Lane Healthcare and the
International Centre for Life. Work
includes the negotiation of an
agreement for Hellens Residential
Limited for construction and
purchase on a phased basis of
50 units within a development
in Stockton and advising Cornish
Bakehouse UK on lettings and
other landlord and tenant
matters.

Newcastle’s Short Richardson
& Forth has an active client list
of owner-managed property
companies, advising on sales,
purchases and new and renewed
leases. The group is led by Paul
Earnshaw – “a first port of call for
sound, practical, efficient and costeffective advice” – who specialises
in investment property transactions
and commercial tenant-landlord
issues. Experienced in assisting
offshore property investment
companies, developers and
industrial landlords, Mark
Stephenson joined the team from
Mark Swatts Morse in June 2018.
Peter Hall and Chris Morgan are
other key lawyers. Testimonials hail
the business’ “many good lawyers”
and a team that is “proactive
(and) able to solve problems.” Key
clients of the firm include Peter
Stevens Estates, Wordie Properties,
Planning Gain, Harrow Consulting
and DC Assets. Work highlights
include acting for Wordie
Properties on the purchase, on
practical completion, of a newlybuilt retail park in Skelton, east
Cleveland, with tenants including
retailer B&M and baker Greggs.

“THE TEAM IS EASY
TO DEAL WITH, QUICK
TO RESPOND, AND
VERY DETAILED IN ITS
KNOWLEDGE”
WATSON BURTON LLP

DAC Beachcroft LLP’s Newcastle
offices support the firm’s national
network on the spectrum of
real estate matters across the
country. The group, which is led
by housebuilding sector expert
Duncan Fisher – who joined
from fellow Newcastle company
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
in February 2018 – advises private
commercial clients, in addition
to public and private healthcare
operators, local authorities and
educational establishments. Other
key lawyers at the firm are Nicola
Fairbairn and Andrea Proudlock.
Its key clients include Royal Mail
Group, Newcastle University,
Newcastle Building Society and
Newcastle City Council. Work
highlights include representing
Newcastle Building Society in
relation to a lease of a building
that consisted of a previous
society branch, which was to be
occupied by a food and drink
retail organisation. Further work
includes acting for the University
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of Sheffield in relation to its
strategic occupation of a parcel
of land on a hospital site for
development.
Focuses for the team at Mincoffs
Solicitors LLP include property
finance, corporate funding,
re-development leases, buying
and selling commercial real
estate and managing investment
portfolios. The team is led
by transactional lawyer Ryan
Bannon, who is instructed by
developers, investors, commercial
occupiers and retailers. Further
lawyers highlighted at the
firm are Malcolm Wood, Claire
Catterson and Rebecca Dawson.
The company’s key clients include
High Street Group, Lugano Group,
Gort Properties and Chrome
Classic Investments.
The business’ highlights include
the advising of High Street
Group in connection with
facilities to be used in association
with two high-profile, mixeduse development projects in
the North West. Further work
includes advising property
developer All Saints Living in
connection with facilities for
the acquisition of a residential
development site and the
community acquisition of Ye
Olde Cross Pub, by Ryton Cross
Community Society. Mincoffs
Solicitors LLP operates out of
an office based in Jesmond,
Newcastle.

CONSTRUCTION:
TIER 1
DAC Beachcroft LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Muckle LLP
Sintons LLP
Ward Hadaway
Watson Burton LLP

TIER 3
Hay & Kilner

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Roddy Gordon - DAC Beachcroft LLP
Mary Anne Roff - Clyde & Co LLP
Simon Rowland - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
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NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS

to its more traditional practice, the
group also has a niche in offshore,
decommissioning and subsea
work. Simon Lewis leads the team,
focusing on dispute resolution for
public and private sector clients
alike. Managing associate and
Tier One Next Generation Partner
Andrew Clough is noted for
complex construction litigation,
while on the non-contentious side,
Tier One Leading Individual Simon
Rowland is recommended for
developments. Ian Atkinson and
Ruth Davidson are also noted as
other key lawyers.

Andrew Clough - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Stephen McLellan - DAC Beachcroft
LLP

RISING STARS
Adam Aston - Muckle LLP

DAC Beachcroft LLP’s substantial
Newcastle-based construction
team handles mandates at the
top of the market in the North
East and across the country.
Particular areas of expertise
include the education sector,
where clients include a number
of public bodies, while the group
also services a number of major
housebuilders and, increasingly,
energy sector clients. The group
is co-led by Warren Kemp, who
handles contentious matters,
and James Harrison, who leads
the non-contentious practice.
Specialising in procurement, Tier
One Leading Individual Roddy
Gordon is also recommended
alongside construction and
engineering disputes lawyer
Stephen McLellan, who is named
as a Tier One Next Generation
Partner. Key clients include Taylor
Wimpey UK. Highlights include
acting for Newcastle University on
the re-development of campus
buildings, acting for Bellway on
site acquisition and development
of its new headquarters and
acting for Durham County
Council on the largest and most
complex development ever
undertaken in Durham.
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s team “is proactive, efficient
and pragmatic regarding their
approach to achieving contract
award on individual schemes.”
Furthermore, “as a local authority
client, you always feel confident
instructing the firm in relation
to property matters, because
everyone in the team is very
technically competent.” The
company’s team handles the
spectrum of contentious and
non-contentious construction
work, drawing on the firm’s office
network to advise local and
international clients. In addition

“AS A LOCAL
AUTHORITY CLIENT,
YOU ALWAYS
FEEL CONFIDENT
INSTRUCTING THE
FIRM IN RELATION TO
PROPERTY MATTERS,
BECAUSE EVERYONE
IN THE TEAM IS
VERY TECHNICALLY
COMPETENT”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

The focus at Muckle LLP is
construction and engineering
projects, serviced by a team
well-versed in contentious and
non-contentious work. The team is
led by public private partnership
and joint venture expert Lucilla
Waugh, whose clients include
public sector procurers and private
sector contractors. “Extremely
knowledgeable” senior associate
and Tier One Rising Star Adam
Aston leads on a number of
projects. He earns praise for
always being “well prepared
and (grasping) quickly the risks
associated with projects.” The
firm is commended for its “very
knowledgeable construction team
that have a clear understanding of
the frequently used construction
contracts.” Clients include Jersey
Electricity plc, Mandale Group and
Clouston Group. Work includes
acting for Aura, the lead consultant
appointed for the refurbishment
of Newcastle Civic Centre, which is
to become a hub for Government
agencies in the North East, and
advising Mandale Group on a range
of refurbishment projects across
the UK.
Sintons LLP’s group, which is
overseen by former quantity
surveyor Alex Rayner, is instructed
on contentious and noncontentious construction and
engineering matters by a mixture
of developers, contractors, funders
and consultants. In terms of
disputes, it handles construction
litigation, including for over-runs
and defect liability. Other key
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lawyers are Matthew Pexton
and Andrew Noble. Key clients
include Northumbrian Water/
NWG Commercial Solutions,
Greggs plc and The Auckland
Project. Highlights include acting
for NWG Commercial Solutions
in connection with the design,
build and operation of a new
wastewater treatment plant
in Gibraltar for Her Majesty’s
Government of Gibraltar. It
also includes advising Tolent
Construction Ltd on the building
contract for the completion of the
Vaux Brewery site, in Sunderland,
which had been commenced
by Carillion and acting for
Newcastle-headquartered
baker Greggs in connection
with a national refurbishment
programme, including the design
and construction of a new build
distribution centre in Amesbury,
Wiltshire.
At Ward Hadaway, the team has
substantial experience advising
private sector clients on a range
of commercial, industrial and
residential projects, but is also
instructed by a wide variety of
public sector procurers, including
local authorities, healthcare
providers and educational
establishments. Expertise also
includes heavyweight disputes in
the engineering space for clients
in the energy sector. Veteran
construction lawyer Tim Craig
heads the department. Other key
lawyers are Paul Reekie, Alan Ross
and Neil Williamson. Testimonials
cite how the team is “both
responsive and pragmatic,” with
“Tim and Neil offering practical
solutions, rather than generic
neutral advice.” Clients include
Newcastle Science Central LLP
and Sage UK plc. Highlights
include advising McAleer &
Rushe Group, a national property
development and construction
group, in connection with a
large number of hotel, office,
student accommodation and
residential developments
throughout the UK. Further work
includes advising Sage UK in
relation to front-end consultancy
appointments.
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Newcastle’s Watson Burton
LLP’s “stand-out quality is their
business understanding and
their tailoring of advice to
provide the right answer for
businesses.” The firm is known for
its construction and engineering
litigation capabilities, a strength
validated by cladding expert
Richard Palmer’s representation
as one of the participants in the
Grenfell Tower Inquiry. Outside
of that, the group has expertise
in statutory and contractual
adjudication, litigation before
the Technology and Construction
Court, domestic arbitration
proceedings and alternative
dispute resolution. Adjudication
expert David Spires leads the
team. Anne-Marie Knight and
Bal Manak are other key lawyers.
Its clients include Aviva and
Hiscox. Work highlights include
acting on behalf of Sunderland
City Council in its claim against
the main contractor appointed
to design and build a flagship
leisure complex and Olympicsized swimming pool concerning
defects that have arisen at the
complex, including permanent
deflection of the roof, serious
water ingress and condensation
issues.
Hay & Kilner’s contentious
construction expertise includes
adjudication proceedings and
mediation. The group’s clients
include design teams, main
contractors and sub-contractors,
as well as funders on collateral
warranties. The department is led
by consultant Martin Soloman,
who has vast experience in
disputes. Jan Rzedzian is another
key lawyer at the business.
Testimonials applaud the team’s
“professionalism and depth of
knowledge in construction law,”
and its “regular and prompt
communications with clients
and experts.” Key clients include
IKM Testing UK, Howard Russell
Construction, G A Smith and
Groundwork Services (Durham).
Highlights include representing a
specialist sub-contractor client in
a successful adjudication against
the main contractor on a large

commercial project in the North
East. Further work includes acting
for Arrowbuild & Civil Engineering
Limited, a civil engineering
sub-contractor, in relation to its
dispute with a plc main contractor
over works governed by an NEC3
subcontract to a university sports
park development.

ENVIRONMENT & PLANNING:
TIER 1
Ward Hadaway

TIER 2
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Robin Atkin - Ward Hadaway

RISING STARS
Nick Gholkar - Ward Hadaway

“THE TEAM ARE
EXTREMELY
COMPETENT AND
ALWAYS WILLING TO
OFFER ASSISTANCE
WHEN ASKED”
WARD HADAWAY

Ward Hadaway takes a multidisciplinary approach to planning
matters, fielding a team of
chartered town planners and
planning technicians alongside
experienced lawyers. The group
handles a range of issues, including
applications, appeals, advocacy,
enforcement and matters relating
to new developments. The team,
which is led by Tier One Leading
Individual Robin Atkin, was joined
by consultant Frank Orr, a veteran
of the town planning field, in
April 2018. Other key lawyers are
Kamran Hyder, Neil Robson and
Tier One Rising Star Nick Gholkar.
Testimonials commend how “the
team are extremely competent
and always willing to offer
assistance when asked,” with “all
individuals (being) very personable,
competent and approachable.”
Key clients include Barratt Homes,
Northumberland Estates, Story
Homes and Darlington Borough
Council. Its work highlights include
advising the North West divisions
of Barratt Homes and David Wilson
Homes, over the course of 2018, on
a significant number of Section 106
Agreements.
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Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s planning department
handles major infrastructure
projects, re-development
schemes, judicial review and
planning litigation, energy and
waste development. The group
advises a range of clients, which
includes landowners, developers
and public sector organisations.
The regulatory and environment
team is led by Stuart Wardlaw,
while managing associate
Stephen Dagg leads on planning
matters. Antonia Murillo,
Kate Ashworth and Francesca
Hodgson are named as other
key lawyers within the team. Key
clients include GRIP REIT plc,
Hanro, Vauxhall Motors (Groupe
PSA), Huntsman and Lotte
Chemicals. Highlights include
advising Hanro in relation to its
objection to the Sunderland City
Council (Sunderland Strategic
Transport Corridor Phase Three)
Compulsory Purchase Order
2017 and associated side roads
order. Transatlantic law firm
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP
operates two offices in Newcastle,
with its site in the city’s St Ann’s
Wharf complemented by a base
in Broad Chare.

PROPERTY LITIGATION:
TIER 1
Ward Hadaway
Watson Burton LLP
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Archers Law LLP
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Muckle LLP
Sintons LLP
Swinburne Maddison

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Sharon Mathieson - Ward Hadaway
Susan Roberts - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP

RISING STARS
Jill Dalkin - Watson Burton LLP

Ward Hadaway fields a team
of dedicated property litigators,
handling disputes for clients
in both the public and private
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sectors. The group also supports
the firm’s non-contentious
property lawyers, providing
advice on litigation risk in
relation to transactions and
asset management. Practice
head and Tier One Leading
Individual Sharon Mathieson
has expertise in landlord-tenant
litigation and property-related
professional negligence claims.
Other key lawyers are Jeremy
Hardy and Kirsty Smith. Key
clients include Canal & River
Trust, Newcastle Airport, County
Durham & Darlington NHS
Foundation Trust and Aldi.
Highlights include acting for a
university on the application of
rights of pre-emption in favour
of the freeholder on the disposal
of the university’s long leasehold
interest in several properties and
serving pre-emption notices.
Further work includes acting for
a client in relation to a dispute
over rent payable by the client
following the exercising of an
option to take a new lease.
The team at Watson Burton LLP
handles a wide variety of claims
for commercial clients based
around the country. Expertise
includes the enforcement of
free and leasehold covenants,
possession claims, service charge
disputes, dilapidation claims and
boundary disputes. The group,
which is led by Christopher
Graham, includes Tier One
Rising Star and “extremely
professional” Jill Dalkin, who has
significant experience in disputes
concerning breaches of lease
covenants and works closely with
the real estate team to provide
strategic input into vacant
possessions and development
strategies. Other key lawyers are
the “extremely approachable and
business-orientated” Mark Egner
and Mark Reeves. Key clients
include Northern Powergrid
(North East Limited) and Ubisoft
Reflections. Highlights include
being instructed to safeguard a
client’s position by initially taking
steps to obtain injunctive relief
against a housebuilder to prevent
a proposed development as it

affected the client’s property and
advising and representing a client
in possession proceedings.

“THE TEAM IS
INTERESTED,
DETERMINED AND
ACHIEVEMENT
FOCUSED”
MINCOFFS SOLICITORS
LLP

Womble Bond Dickinson (UK)
LLP’s property litigation team
benefits from an international
office network, allowing it
to represent both domestic
and US clients. Its areas of
expertise include rent recovery,
landlord-tenant disputes and
contentious matters arising
out of developments, landed
estates and property portfolios.
Jen Smurthwaite heads the
national team and is based across
Newcastle and Leeds. David
Hambler, Fiona Graham and the
“calm and unflappable” Paul Joyce
are noted as other key lawyers.
Testimonials highlight a “good
knowledgeable practice (which
is at the) right price point with
strength in depth.” Key clients
include Airwave Solutions, Bernicia
Group, Akelius and Standard Life
Trustee Company. Highlights
include acting as the sole UK
legal services provider to Airwave
Solutions’ real estate team, which
provides the emergency services
communications network across
the country over thousands of sites.
Further work includes advising
Akelius in relation to all aspects of
tenancy management across its
stock.
Following the arrival of Kenton
Bazeley from Tilly Bailey & Irvine
in 2018, the property litigation
team at Teesside’s Archers Law
LLP has developed a strong
practice, handling boundary
disputes, dilapidations, rent and
service charge recovery, adverse
possessions and service charge
disputes. The group’s client
roster includes commercial and
residential landlords, property
developers, surveyors and property
agents. Helen Lyne is noted as
other key lawyers. The firm earns
praise for how its team “has
great connections with local
business and a good sense of the
commercial realities in which its
clients operate.” Furthermore, “the
lawyers are prompt to respond to
queries and give clear and concise
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instructions.” The firm’s key clients
include the National Landlords
Association Panel. Work includes
instructions in various matters
concerning commercial property
owned by a client, Rent Act
1977 possession proceedings
and a disputed application for
rectification of title in respect of
farmland.
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP handles a
wide variety of property litigation
in the North East and across the
country, including commercial
property business lease renewals,
break notices, dilapidations,
re-entry and forfeiture and
freeholder-leaseholder disputes.
The group is led by “professional
and responsive” veteran property
litigation associate and Tier One
Leading Individual Susan Roberts,
who handles both commercial
and residential disputes. Other
key lawyers are Stewart Irvine,
Ryan Bannon, Malcolm Wood
and Robyn Aisbitt, with the team
described as being “interested,
determined and achievement
focused.” Key clients include
Lugano Group, The Works Stores
and Cairn Hotel Group. Highlights
include representing clients
as defendants in relation to a
dispute between neighbours
in respect of entering onto
neighbouring property without
written permission, restraint
from causing alleged nuisance or
annoyance and removal of a gate
within the boundary wall and to
fence the boundary, and related
claim for damages for trespass
and/or breach of covenant.
Muckle LLP’s property litigators
are situated within the wider real
estate team, assisting firm-wide
and standalone clients on a
variety of property disputes, with
a strong focus on the residential
and social housing sectors.
The group is led by Charlotte
McMurchie, who offers “sensible
practical advice and sound
commercial focus” and counts
a number of regional housing
associations as clients. In 2018,
the team was joined by associate
Sarah Barratt from Hay & Kilner,
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range of contentious commercial
and residential property matters,
such as property developers,
landowners, freeholders and
landlords, before tribunals, county
courts and at the High Court. He
earns further accolades for his
“attention to detail and common
sense and thought-out approach
to matters.” Rachel Stapleton is
another key lawyer. Testimonials
add “the team is thoroughly
professional, utterly reliable and
takes a client-centred approach,”
and that the “key partner keeps
tab of progress, so even complex
matters never lose momentum.”
Clients include Durham Cathedral,
Beyond Housing, East Durham
Homes and TJD Properties.
Highlights include conducting
multi-million-pound High Court
litigation in relation to a disputed
property matter held in trust.
Further work for the team includes
representing a client in a fully
contested first-tier tribunal case
relating to rectification of title.

while Russell Hall left for an inhouse position. Jennifer Pearson,
who is “always on-hand to give
the best advice in a concise and
swift manner,” is another key
lawyer. Clients include Castles
& Coasts Housing Association,
North Tyneside Council and
The Football Association. Its
highlights include representing
Castles & Coasts Housing
Association in obtaining access to
property for an annual gas safety
check, including in enforcement
proceedings, and advising
Vertu Motors plc on forfeiture of
premises.
Led by Angus Ashman, the team
at Sintons LLP handles a wide
variety of property disputes,
including contested lease
renewals, high-value dilapidation
claims, interpretation of
covenants, landlord-tenant
matters and property-related
professional negligence claims.
Practitioners have experience
in both commercial and
residential property matters, in
addition to instructions from
the public sector. Other key
lawyers in the team are Graeme
Ritzema, Lewis Couth and
Aimee Hubbard. Key clients
include Newcastle upon Tyne
YMCA, The Pen Shop Limited,
Hadrian Estates, JG Windows
and JGW Patterson Foundation.
Work includes representing
trustees of a recognised religious/
Christian Church in possession
proceedings against a licensee
claiming to occupy under a
protected lease. Further work
includes advising a landlord
client in relation to the
implications on their property
portfolio of Homebase’s company
voluntary arrangement and
litigating on behalf of a large
national mining company to
remove environmental protesters
from the site of a new open cast
mine.
Swinburne Maddison’s property
disputes matters are handled
by “first-class lawyer” David Low,
who services the wider firm’s
property clients, including on a

SOCIAL HOUSING:
TIER 1

“THE TEAM IS
INTERESTED,
DETERMINED AND
ACHIEVEMENT
FOCUSED”
MINCOFFS SOLICITORS
LLP

DWF
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Nigel Emmerson - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Julia Thomson - Ward Hadaway

DWF’s practice advises a
number of registered providers
of social housing (RPs) and local
government on various matters,
including the sale of units on
the open market and mixed-use
schemes. The group is on panels
for, most notably, Homes England
and Places for People Group.
Lee Pickett, deputy head of the
housing team, leads on social
housing work and specialises
in development, regeneration
and investment, with clients
including local authorities and
RPs. Other key lawyers are noted
as Kelly Pearson and Phil Dunn.
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The team is commended for
being “accessible, responsive
and very receptive to queries.”
Further key clients for the firm
include Riverside Group, Together
Housing Group, Stockton
Borough Council, Darlington
Borough Council and Sunderland
City Council. Highlights include
representing Homes England on
its innovative disposal of three
sites for new homes under its
pilot Accelerated Construction
and Delivery programme. Further
work includes acting for Joseph
Rowntree Housing Trust.
Social housing is a real area
of expertise for Womble
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP,
which advises a wide variety
of stakeholders, including
large-scale voluntary transfer
housing associations, councils
and arms-length management
organisations on the spectrum of
contentious and non-contentious
matters. The team is also on
the panel for Homes England.
Residential property specialist
and Tier One Leading Individual
Nigel Emmerson leads the
team. David Hambler, Samantha
Pritchard, Tracy Walsh, Simon
Rowland and James Wilders are
all noted as other key lawyers.
Its key clients include Places
for People Homes, Karbon
Homes, Accent Housing Group,
Bernicia Group and Derwent
Housing Association. The team’s
highlights include advising
Karbon Homes in relation to
a development programme,
including the acquisitions of
sites, development agreements
and the acquisition of units from
housebuilders fulfilling their
Section 106 obligations. Further
work includes acting for Bernicia
Group on a range of tenancy
management issues, including
claims to possession.
Based across Newcastle and
Leeds, the social housing team
at Ward Hadaway handles
housing management litigation,
volume housing disrepair claims
for local authorities and housing
associations, planning advice,

74

funding, acquisition, sale and
shared ownership of social
housing, and disposals by RPs.
The Newcastle team is co-led
by “trusted expert” and Tier One
Leading Individual Julia Thomson
and Hall of Fame inductee Colin
Hewitt, while John Murray heads
the department nationally. Helen
O’Neill is another key lawyer. The
practice earns praise for providing
“sound advice on social housing
development structures and
property-related transactions,”
which is delivered “on time
and to budget.” Its key clients
include Livin Housing, Thirteen
Group, Byker Community
Trust, Home Group and County
Durham Housing Group.
Highlights include acting for
Livin Housing on its acquisition
of affordable homes throughout
2018, Section 106 acquisitions
and land-led development.
Further work includes acting for
Impact Housing Association in
connection with its combination
with The Riverside Group.

TECHNOLOGY,
MEDIA AND
TELECOMS
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY:
TIER 1
DWF
McDaniel & Co.
Muckle LLP

TIER 2
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Ward Hadaway

TIER 3
Hay & Kilner

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Alex Craig - Muckle LLP
Antony Hall - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Niall Head-Rapson - McDaniel & Co.
Ed Meikle - DWF
Alex Shiel - Ward Hadaway

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
Kelly Hudson - McDaniel & Co.

RISING STARS
Jill Dovey - Muckle LLP

“GOOD
KNOWLEDGEABLE
PRACTICE, RIGHT
PRICE POINT WITH
STRENGTH IN DEPTH
AND THEY REALLY
UNDERSTAND THEIR
CLIENTS’ BUSINESS”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

The “extremely knowledgeable
and professional” DWF advises on
the full spectrum of intellectual
property rights, with notable
experience in the development,
commercialisation and protection
of brands and technology. Ed
Meikle, a Tier One Leading
Individual, leads the team and
is known for providing “the
highest quality and quickly
delivered advice” for national and
multinational businesses. His team
includes associate Alison Evans,
who has particular expertise in
the retail and consumer products
sectors. Testimonials describe the
firm’s “fantastic” reaction time
and how its team doesn’t “just
offer legal advice but also offers a
commercial perspective, which is
really useful.” Key clients include
Panasonic, Newcastle United
Football Club, Morrisons, Lidl
and Swizzels Matlow. Highlights
include providing strategic advice
to Newcastle United Football Club
on all its intellectual property,
brand protection and brand
management issues, including
anti-counterfeiting, trademark
disputes, copyright claims, domain
name disputes and IP licensing,
and brand protection advice to
Panasonic.
Niche intellectual property practice
McDaniel & Co. focuses on advising
businesses that have intellectual
property as their core asset. The
team advises clients on a range of
issues from the protection of ideas
through to enforcement, including
the securing of rights, their
protection and ownership and
the contractual arrangements for
licensing, distribution, franchising
and sale. IP specialist and Tier One
Leading Individual Niall HeadRapson leads the practice and
his team includes Tier One Next
Generation Partner Kelly Hudson,
who is a qualified trademark
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attorney experienced in
contentious and non-contentious
matters. She is described as a
“pragmatic lawyer with a strong
client service ethos.” McDaniel
& Co. is based in Gateshead and
was formed in 2005 by Niall and
Rozanna Head-Rapson, who both
worked for magic circle firms in
London.
The “user-friendly” Muckle
LLP IP practice specialises in
technology, media, sport and
charity, in contentious and
non-contentious matters. Tier
One Leading Individual Alex
Craig leads the team and has
experience advising on a range
of non-contentious IP matters.
He can call on the expertise of
George Festing, who focuses on
contentious IP, and associate
and Tier One Rising Star Jill
Dovey, who has a particular
specialism in the technology
area. Testimonials hail “City
quality lawyers in the North East”
and “strong individuals (who)
work together well as a team and
provide a proactive, rather than
reactive, service.” Clients include
England Athletics, the Caribbean
Premier League and QPR in the
Community Trust. Highlights
include acting for Robert Barton
in a claim brought by Barry
McKay against him and members
of the band Iron Maiden for
copyright infringement in
relation to the Iron Maiden songs
‘Hallowed Be Thy Name’ and ‘The
Nomad.’
Franchising and licensing expert
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP is known
for “integrity, expertise and
innovation”, as well as a particular
expertise in technology, gaming,
digital media and manufacturing.
The firm acquired niche
technology practice Particular
Legal to consolidate its position.
“Stand out partner” and Tier One
Leading Individual Antony Hall
leads the team and specialises
in advising on the intellectual
property rights that exist in
software. Also notable is Matthew
Rippon, founder of Particular
Legal, who joined the team as
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a consultant. Praise is given for
how the practice “understands
small business” and how its team
“offers affordable and effective
services.” Key clients include
Lingotot Limited, Nolii Limited,
Danieli Holdings Limited and Lixir
Limited. Highlights include the
licensing of intellectual property
in the context of franchising for
Lingotot Limited and advising on
the intellectual property assets
of a marketing joint promotion
agreement between Danieli
Holdings Limited and Global
Radio Services Limited.
Best known for supporting
high-growth technology startups, entrepreneurs and creative
people, Ward Hadaway has
experience advising businesses
from the early stages through
to establishment, development
and exploitation of their IP.
The firm specialises in acting
for universities, notably in
trademarks and contentious IP
cases. Tier One Leading Individual
Alex Shiel works with clients who
supply or purchase IT systems,
develop or license software and
work in the creative industries. He
leads the team with Judy Baker
in Newcastle and registered
trademark attorney Bill Goodwin,
who is based out of Leeds. Its
key clients include Teesside
University, ScS, Newcastle
Building Society, Snorkel
Europe, The Brooke Hospital
for Animals, Tech Nation and
Immunodiagnostic Systems plc.
Work highlights include acting for
the management teams of AMLo
Biosciences and Apix Nutrition,
two companies to have spun out
from Newcastle University, and
providing legal support to startup businesses being helped by
Teesside University’s Launchpad
Programme.
Hay & Kilner has particular
IP expertise in the fashion,
automotive and food industries.
The Newcastle and Wallsend
firm has experience in software
development and use and
protection issues, which include
complex arrangements relating

“THE APPROACH
TAKEN BY THE TEAM
IS VERY COMMERCIAL
AND PROVIDES A
GOOD CROSS-TEAM
MIX ACROSS THE
DIFFERENT ASPECTS
OF THE SECTOR”
MUCKLE LLP

to background and foreground
IP. Martin Soloman specialises
in claims relating to trademarks,
copyright and designs. He leads
the team with Lucy Gray, who
focuses on IP licences, assignments
and development agreements. Key
clients include Indigo Software
Limited and Hyperdrive Innovation
Limited. The firm’s work highlights
include advising a software
developer throughout the progress
of a highly innovative new platform
and preparation of documents
to exploit that platform once
complete. Further work includes
advice to a supplier of branded
fashion accessories relating to an
intimated claim for trademark
and copyright infringement. It
also advised the owners of a new
restaurant, who found their launch
was threatened by an intimated
claim for infringement of copyright
and trademarks.

IT AND TELECOMS:
TIER 1
Ward Hadaway
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

TIER 2
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Muckle LLP
Watson Burton LLP

HALL OF FAME
Colin Hewitt - Ward Hadaway

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Judy Baker - Ward Hadaway
Caroline Churchill - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP
Alex Shiel - Ward Hadaway

NEXT GENERATION PARTNERS
David Cox - Mincoffs Solicitors LLP

RISING STARS
Jill Dovey - Muckle LLP

Ward Hadaway advises IT
providers, developers and
customers from both public
and private sectors. Hall of Fame
inductee Colin Hewitt leads the
team that includes Tier One
Leading Individual Judy Baker, who
specialises in software contracts
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and IT projects work, as well as
data protection. Also notable
is fellow Tier One Leading
Individual Alex Shiel, who works
with clients that supply or
purchase IT systems, develop
or license software, do business
over the internet and work in the
creative industries. Testimonials
applaud a team that “is highly
recommended” and “always
provides excellent and timely
advice.” Further praise says the
support is “down to earth, costeffective and pragmatic.” Its key
clients include KCOM plc, Sage
Global Services Ltd and Tyne
& Wear Passenger Executive –
trading as Nexus. Work highlights
include advising A Share & Sons
Ltd – trading as ScS – in relation
to the roll out of electronic proof
of delivery software.
The Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP team is experienced
in complex and high-value
technology-related matters.
Practice head and Tier One
Leading Individual Caroline
Churchill specialises in complex
technology transactions with a
focus on the Internet of Things,
data and cloud solutions. She
regularly advises customers and
suppliers and has a particular
focus on cyber security. She
earns plaudits for her “practical,
available and responsive” nature,
while the firm gains credit for
its “experience with the relevant
service providers.” The business’
key clients include Noble Energy
Inc. Work highlights include
assisting Phoenix Software with
the updating and developing
of its suite of business-critical
customer contracts. Further
work includes assisting Data
Ventures Europe BV, a Dutch
vendor headquartered in the US,
with a strategically important
agreement for the licensing
and maintenance of its data
analytics tool for use by a leading
fuel supplier in its petrol station
convenience stores across the UK.
The “stand out” Mincoffs
Solicitors LLP acts for highprofile technology companies.
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The firm strengthened its offering
by acquiring niche technology
practice Particular Legal. The
“exceptional” Antony Hall leads
the team and is “available and
responsive to clients.” He can call
on the expertise of IT specialist
and Tier One Next Generation
Partner David Cox, who joined in
2018 from facilities management
company Carillion and is “able to
apply his knowledge of the sector
to legal matters.” Also notable
is Matthew Rippon, founder
of Particular Legal, who joined
the team as a consultant. The
company gives a “valuable service
to technology start-ups and
entrepreneurial new entrants,”
and has “great insights that
allows for effective negotiations,”
say testimonials. The firm’s key
clients include IT Professional
Services Limited and Komodo
Digital Limited. Work includes
advising Taopix Limited on a
software collaboration with a
Singapore-based entity and
supporting Perfect Image Limited
on contractual negotiations.
Muckle LLP specialises in
non-contentious commercial
arrangements, as well as
contractual structures and
documentation for technology
procurements. Practice head Alex
Craig is particularly experienced
in IT and trademark work. His
team includes George Festing,
who has a contentious IT and IP
background, and associate and
Tier One Rising Star Jill Dovey,
who has in-house technology
and data experience. Key clients
include Fairstone Group Limited,
Intelligent Services Group, LDC
Private Equity and England
Athletics. Work highlights
include advising Fairstone Group
Limited in relation to IT strategy,
including logistical issues
that arise from acquisitions.
Further work includes advising
Pivotal Networks Limited and
Specialist IT Services Group
Limited in relation to a range of
issues relative to the company’s
provision of infrastructure,
telephone and virtualisation
consultancy and services,

including in relation to GDPR. It
also lists advising Troo Limited, a
tech start-up in the energy buying
market, on all legal matters since
incorporation.

“THERE IS A STRONG
UNDERSTANDING
OF THE INDUSTRY
AND OF THE
RATHER UNIQUE
RELATIONSHIPS AND
COMPLEXITIES THAT
GO WITH IT”

Newcastle’s Watson Burton LLP
advises technology companies
and larger corporates on
technology projects, as well as
raising finance for development
and growth. The practice also
acts for venture capitalists and
accelerator programmes, which are
focused on technology businesses.
Corporate transactions specialist
Duncan Reid leads the team that
also includes Paul Wigham, who
is known for supporting fastgrowing technology businesses on
important strategic transactions,
such as commercial agreements,
partnerships and investments.
The company’s key clients include
Northumbrian Water Group,
Salecycle Limited, Maven Capital
Partners, Hedgehog Lab Limited
and Northstar Ventures. The firm’s
work highlights include acting
for technology business SaleCycle
Limited – an online shopping cart
recovery business – to facilitate an
investment of £11.5 million from
BGF. Further work includes being
instructed by Northstar Ventures to
undertake legal due diligence and
prepare investment paperwork
documenting the terms of its
investments, such as investment
agreements, convertible loan
agreements and articles of
association.

MUCKLE LLP
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MEDIA AND ENTERTAINMENT:
TIER 1
Mincoffs Solicitors LLP
Muckle LLP

Mincoffs Solicitors LLP advises
on a range of matters for
magazine publishers, radio
and broadcasting companies,
gaming companies, musicians,
celebrities and prominent
athletes. The firm particularly
specialises in celebrity video
game endorsements. Antony Hall
leads the team and has expertise
in interactive media, computer
games and creative industries.
Key clients include Steamforged
Games Limited, I2Media Limited,
The TV Agency, Telenomics
Limited and Kite Optics Limited.
Work highlights include advising
Steamforged Games on the
licensing of the Horizon Zero
Dawn video game entertainment
property and advising another
client on the licensing of video
game entertainment property.
Further work includes supporting
a client in relation to trademark
matters and advising on
contractual arrangements and
obligations.
Muckle LLP specialises in music
and sport matters, notably
image rights. It advises on
high-value issues for clients in
the entertainment industry,
ranging from Premier League
footballers and football clubs, to
international music artists. The
“excellent” practice head George
Festing is “the ideal person to
speak to in a crisis.” His team
includes John Devine, who is
an expert in sports matters.
Acclaimed for being “an out of
London firm that has in-depth
music litigation knowledge,”
the firm gains further praise for
having “a strong understanding
of the industry and of the
rather unique relationships and
complexities that go with it.” Key
clients include the Performing
Right Society Ltd, North Music
Trust, Durham County Cricket
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TRANSPORT
AND SHIPPING

Club, Sunderland AFC and The
Northumbrian Pipers Society.
Work highlights include acting
for Andy Taylor on matters arising
from the litigation between the
members of Duran Duran and
Gloucester Place Music Limited,
part of Sony/ATV.

TIER 1
Mills & Co
Womble Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP

SPORT:

LEADING INDIVIDUALS:
HALL OF FAME

TIER 1
Muckle LLP

Guy Mills - Mills & Co
David Rewcastle - Womble Bond
Dickinson (UK) LLP

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
John Devine - Muckle LLP

Newcastle’s Muckle LLP has
expertise in club structures, tax
status and complex facilities
projects, as well as a particular
speciality in contentious
regulatory and football-related
matters. Tier One Leading
Individual John Devine leads
the team and works exclusively
for clients in the sports sector,
handling commercial IP issues,
advertising and image rights.
He is experienced in advising
professional clubs, footballers,
rugby players, boxers and
intermediaries on a range of
matters. Key clients include
The Football Association, The
Caribbean Premier League,
Chelsea FC Foundation, The
Premier League Charitable Fund,
Sport England and Brentford FC
Community Sports Trust. Work
highlights include advising a
football club on all legal issues
arising from the hosting, staging
and live broadcasting by Sky TV,
on Sky One, of a charity match.
Further work includes various
advice to England Athletics,
including event sponsorship
and commercial rights and
governance issues, and advising
Parkrun on activities across its
network.

LEADING INDIVIDUALS
Paul Coleman - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

RISING STARS
Joseph Causer - Womble Bond Dickinson
(UK) LLP

“EXPERIENCE AND
KNOWLEDGE OF A
WIDE RANGE OF
SUBJECTS MAKE
THIS PRACTICE A ONE
STOP SHOP”
WOMBLE BOND
DICKINSON (UK) LLP

Shipping and international
trade boutique Mills & Co acts
on a range of maritime work
for clients including P&I clubs,
H&M underwriters, shipowners,
operators and managers,
charterers, commodity traders and
shipyards. Guy Mills, recognised
as a Hall of Fame inductee, has
particular expertise in charterparty, bill of lading and MOA
disputes. Based in Newcastle, the
company was established in 1993.
The “highly professional” Womble
Bond Dickinson (UK) LLP is best
known for its rail practice, which
covers rail franchising, rolling stock
and projects and infrastructure. It
has “extensive knowledge of the
rail industry, rail franchising and
procurement’ as well as “a sensible,
practicable approach to complex
commercial discussions.” The
“veritable fountain of knowledge”
David Rewcastle leads the practice
and offers “towering expertise with
real industry knowledge.” He is
named a Hall of Fame inductee.
His team includes Tier One Leading
Indivdual Paul Coleman, Kevin Bell,
and Tier One Rising Star Joseph
Causer. Highlights include advising
Transdev on its bid to operate and
maintain Dublin’s Luas rail system.
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